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THE 
Devout Communicant 


| EXEMPLEFELEMN 
In his behaviour before, at, and after 


IHE 
SACRAMENT. 
7 FRE 
LORDS- SURREY 


Practically ſuited to ajl the Parts of | 
that Solemn Ordinance, | 


———nn——_ 7143 
But they made light of it -—— Matti. 22.5. 


C— 


i CU SI EI SI re I 
—— —— _— - 
RT —— — 


The laſt Edition, much Corrccted, 


PR” 


Tnnt 1, 1670» Imprimat, Tho. Tompkins, 


H— 


LOND 0 N, 


Printed for Thomas Dring, at the Harrow next 
Chancery-Lane in Flect-ſIreet.16%2, 


_ CC —— — 
= —— — * CIS 2 oe 


-D.WILLIANS'S LIBRARY N\ 


MED C22SS STREET 
F 435 23 () N . 


£4 TOTME 
 _ Truly Noble, 
Sir KINGSMIL LUCT, 


Baronet. 


SIR, 
Mong the Multitude of Pra&#;- 
cal Divine LTreatiſes, are none 


more 2#-erons than on the Lord's 
Supper, nor more diver{ly handled :: 
Not a few wel/-diſpoſed Perſons yet 
complain they are at a loſs, not fo- 
much which to make uſe of, ( though: 
variety here diſtracting; ) as that they 
know not :-how to form Dire@7ons 
into appoſite Meditations: they ſe-- 
queſter themſelves, they ſit, they ſeem 
to reflec as others ; but know not 
what 40 ſay in themſelves, to their 
: great diſcomfort and diſcouragement.. 
; The enſuing Manual is fo. methodi-- | 
| A. 3 oP 


The- Epiſtle Dedicatory. © 
cally digeſted for their afliſtance, and 
preſented to your ſelf, not as one that 
zeeds it, but the Compoſer a better 
evidence of his great eſteems of a per- 
fon ſo conſtart, ſo devout. a Communi- 
cant, 10 eminently Charitable, ſo rare- 
 4y Temper d, ſo truly Honourable. If 

it diſpleaſe any, I borrow of ſo many 
to diſcharge onegreat debt; methinks 


my Honeſty in owning it may ſatisfie 5 


their allowing me alſo to make the 
beſt uſe of theirs I were able; and if 
this be a bad one, 'tis a right hand er- 


ror; I hope they will not condemn, 


but pity and pardon me I was no 
better adviſed 5 my. ambition beizg 
not to appear ix publick, but to- be 
puolitkly. uſeful, and to let the World 
know-how much 1 am, | 


SIR; 
Your great: Admirer- 
and. Humble Servant. 
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, 
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A 
PREMONITION 
TO THE. 


READER: 


A Ethough the enſuing Trea= 
tile mas deſigned to be 


uſhered into publick view, 
without any other Epiſtle than 
that Dedicatory, 't0.one', who 
was for no other witneſſes of his 
eminent Piety than thoſe two, 
which are more than ten thou=- 
ſand, God and Conſcience ; 
yet it is found. requiſite to aa- 
wertzſe thoſe who are willing to 
wake FO of it. it. 

I. As 


? 


— 


ANANCE. 


A Premonition 

1. As 70 that part of Prepa- 

ration which reſpes Humulia- . 
tion for fin, matter enough for 

which every one may find there, 
by examining his manifold 


breaches of the Law and Goſpel; 


yet the Communicant in an 


eſpecial manner 1s to ry upon, 
and be deeply humbled for his 
own iniquities, and particular 
failings /ince the foregeing 
Communion ; bat 10 exa#t ex- 
ample could be given of what 
himelf is only conſcious. 


2. For Prayers the Week be 


fore, and Morning of the Com- 


muon, they relate (for memo- 
ry-ſake) to the requiſite Graces, 
and Ends, in going to the Ordi- 


3. More 


3. More matter is provided 
than I doubt will be ſpent at the 
time of Receiving 7 this Fro- 
zen Age, ſo deviated from the 
Primitive, when all Chriſtians 
{till parrook of that one Cup; 
yet thoſe that ( notwithſtanding 
all endeavours) have Memories 
fo unfaithful as they dare not 
truſt, may ( for ought I know ) by 
Book make uſe of ſo much of that 
they judge moſt pertinent, as the 
ſpaces Between joyning with the 
Miniſter will permit. 


4. A Prayer before, and 
another after the Sacrament , 
with more particular direions 
and meditations for the time of 
receiving,is added in thisEditl- 
y on, 70 ſatisfie thoſe who thought 

= them 


nia ek 4 *.- 7 & þ > ach 4 , - FF OY " - WS all * — 4081 n Y "FR } TORI 
+ 44d RF” i MF" . 7 "Bs 2 "” "7 
® bo — bo » 
" : - 
- * v | A\ \ 
% . 7 
E . * be », (4 
ro th ; Read ; 5 "I 
. 


_ them wanting ( though the Au-' 
thor did not) in the farit. 


5. If any thing be judged un- 
ſuitable, becauſe not uſual, there 
is matter enough beſides : They 
are left to their liberty, that are 
not of my mind, 
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The Devyout 


COMMUNICANT. 
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Frequent Cel elration. 


O this in remembrance of m4, 
1s not only a permiſſion, but 
an 7zjun&ion ; tis our Dity, 

as well as our Benefit to receive Chriſt : 
ſo not to receive him, 1s al our fu 22 
and miſery. 'Tismore than a comes "# 
a charee of a dying Teſtator, and Pare 7 
our. As the benefif 1s of infi nite merit, 
ſo ſhould the ackzrowledement be an 6 
ternal memorial, His death ſhould a 
ways live ” our hearts; and we be h 
careful in doing this,th at when becomes 
2g40, he may tind us fo waving, Doth 
pe not now thus beſpeak us? Can the 
King ot Kings take 1t T_"—_ at your 
Na :nds, when be hath killed the f. 
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Frequent Celebration. 


O this in remembrance of me, 
is not only a permiſſzor, but 
an injunG7on ; tis our Duty, 

as well as our Benefit to receive Chriſt ; 
ſo not to receive him, is both'our ſir 
and miſery. *Tismore than a command, 
a charge of a dying Teſtator, and S$avi- 
our. As the benefit 18 of infinite merit, 
ſo ſhould the ackzzowledgment be an E- 
ternal memorial. His death ſhould al- 
ways l;ve in our hearts; and we be ſo 
careful in doing this,that when hecomes 
= again, he may find us ſo dozng. Doth 
—8 -e not now th## beſpeak us? Can the 
| King of Kings take it kindly at your ' 
hands, when he hath killed the fat- 
| B ted 
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2 Frequent Celebration. 
ted Calf, furniſhed his Table, ſent 
forth his Servants, ſaying, behold x 
have prepared zy Supper, come, eat 
of my Bread, and drink of my Wine 
which I have mingled, all things are 
ready,come unto the Marriage;and you 
make light of it, { ſo mean are your 
thoughts of his fare and company ) or 
deſire to be excuſed becauſe you are not 
dreſ”d,when indeed you never went a- 
bout tomakeyou ready ? do you not 
provoke him toleaveyou,tolet yougo 
ſorrowing to your graves ? to ſay, 
None of thoſe that were bidden (though 
they ſee the plenty ) ſhall taſte ) the 
{weetneſs, fatneſs, goodneſs ) of ry 
Supper; was there ever ary ſo dear, 
ſo precious 3 coſt it not the Maſter of 
it his own life, to make 7t? if out of 
courteſie you invite a poor manto the 
beſt that can be hac, and he faucily, 
ungratefully find fault with your meat; 
and ask you, why you troubled him to 
come to ſo poor provilion; or ſend 
word you have nothing worth com- 
10g for, he can provide for himſelf, 


hath 


Frequent Celebration. . 3 *© 
hath better at-home, and better com- 
pany 3 would you think he deſerved 
the worſt bit of it, or another invi- 
tation ? 'tis a ſign you value not,you 
{light Communion with me : If you lo- 
ved me,you would (till beſeeing,look- 
ing upon, defiring to be with me 
wherel am wont to walk, to manifeſt 
my ſelf, to fit at my Table, to ſup 
with my Diſciples, and never be at 
reſt without a renewed Senſe of my 
love unto you : you are theylT ve and 
dye for, for whom I do and ſuffer fa 
much, of whom I will always think 
upon,in whoſe theughts I love tolivez 
and becauſe my departure is at hand, 
and I muſt go away from you, this 
memorial | leave with you, to put you 
always 1n remembrance ; when you ſee 
zt, think of ve, who inthe very #7ght 
1 was betrayed, when taking that dole» 
ful farewell ofan ungrateful World, 
was ſo mindful of zour good and com- 
fort, to arm, eſtabliſk,and refreſh yox 3 
and will you negied, diſeſteem, con- 
temn it ? doth not the berefit of my 
B 2 Pajſwon 


4 Frequent Celebration. 
Paſſion without your deſert, plead for 
the conſtant meditation of zt without 
your ſcandal 8 Thefrequent, faithful 
remembrance of what I did and ſuffe- 
red for you, 1s zy chief requeſt, and 
your only requital, and yet do yor di- 
ſtaſte, what I imbraced? and indure 


not to think, of what I refuſed not ta. 


indure? loath you the Cup of Salvatior, 
that coſt me a Cup of Aſtoniſhment 2 
Have I left the Glory of my Father,to 
be clothed with, and dwell in Fleſh ? 
Led a Life of Suffering, undergone a 
ſhamefu], painful, accurſed death.roſe 
again, aſcended, prepared manſions, 
taken poſleſſion for ou, where I plead 
your Cauſe, and from whence I will 
come ere long to abſolve you before all 
the World, and with whom you ſhall 
be for ever 2 Havel given ſuch coſt- 
ly evidences of my love unto you, and 
love zou not to do this in remembrance 
of mee? 

Do] But for thee (dear Saviour ) 
I had been for ever #2done ; for thee 
. then, and for thy ſake, what is it that 
[ 


| Frequent Celebration. + 
T ſhould not do? Thy defres are my 
InjunGions: There is Authority enough 
in thy love to do thy pleaſure. Since 
thou would(t have no nature but mine, 
I will have zo will but thine : which 
when once fignified by command, up- 
on my obligation I ſhould, upon my 
Fealty to thee, the King of the Church 
and Sovereign, as well as Savzour of 
2429 Soul, T onght, I may, I muſt not. 
diſpute, nordelay, Idare not but muſt 
Do; elſe, how muſtl be-look'd upon, 
when the King commands all his lo- 
ving Subjedts to take the Oath of Al- 
legiance, and I ſtay away, and refuſe ? 
Do I not pulickly diſown him for 
my Sovereign, who hath enjoyn'd the 
Celebration of thzs as an evidence and 
ſymbol of my Relation to, and Com- 
munion with him? Is not this appoint- 
ed for a memorial of his death, where- 
by he delivered his People, and de- 
ſ{troyed their Enemies; tranſcendent- 
ly to us, what the Paſsover was to 
the Jews, and the negle& of it more 
provoking? yet, the man that is clean, 
EY 2 


s Frequent Celebration. 

and is not in a Journey, and forbeareth 
to keep the Paſſeover [_ at the time ap- 
pointed ] ( when he might and ought 
eat it ) ever the ſame Soul ſhall be cut 
off from his People, becauſe he brought 
n0t the offering of the Lord in his ap- 


Fointed ſeaſon, that man ſhall bear his 


Sin. There's a puniſhment annexed to 


the negled, as well as zl performance 
of it 3 he that eats irreverently, isguil- 
ty of profaning the Lord's Body 3 and 


he that eats not, of deſpifing it, and 
of preferring his Luſts before him; 
the one eats damnation to himfelf, and: 


the other by not eating, judges him- 


ſelf to be iz» a dammable State. *Tis 


dangerous ſtaying in that condition, 


wherein we judge our ſelves unmeet 


Society for Chriſt 3 1f I cannot par- 
take of his Supper here, how can [ 
think my ſelf fit to-feaſt with him in 
Heaven? or hope to look on his face 
with comfort there, and take no plea- 


ſure to behold, remember, comenear, 


bave any thing to do with himz here 2 
will not his preſence then be moſt ter- 
r1ble 


{6% 


Frequent Celebration. #7 
rible to thoſe, to whom his emory is 
no way delightfulnow ? AmT troubled 
for neglect of other duties, and not of 
this, when Chriſt's [ters at the laſt day 
are made up of ſizs of Omiſſion ? Dare 
I pick and chuſe, when, whoſoever 
ſhall keep the whole Law, yet offend 
in one point, 1s guilty of all ? 

This] Not toclimb a Croſs, or un- 
dergo a bitter Paſſion for thy ſakes 1 
ſhould not think muchto do that, who 
haſt done ſo much for me. Not to be 
had to a Scaffold, but to come to thy 
{able ; notto goto Slaughter, but a 
Feaſt; notto Bleed or Burn, but toeat 
and drink ; and that,not Bread of Afﬀii- 
ion, or Water of Adverſity, which tlags 
the Spirit z but ſuch Bread and Wine as 
confirms and comforts my heart : Not a 
Mourners Bread, Tears; or a Martyrs 
Cup, Blood; but a Saviour's fare, bleſ- 
ſed Wine and Bread, yea in them 
( what both is and makes bleſſed ) 
his Body and Blood, meat and drink, 
Bread of Life and Well of Life, that 
- both joys my Hearts, and ſaves my 
B 4 Soul. 


8 Frequent Celebration. 
Soul. Didſt thou on the Croſs drink - 
Vinegar, ( made infinitely more tart 
by my ſins) for me; and ſhall not I 
at thy Table drink Wine for my ſelf, 
made infinitely ſweeter with the Blood 
it conveys? Dzdſt thou drinka Cup of 
Wrath, and ſhall not I drink the, Cup 
of Bleſſing ? Eat the Bread of Afflicti- 
on, and ſhall not I eat the Bread of 
Life ? Suffer thy Paſſzoz,and ſhall not 
I enjoy it ? Didſt thou ſtretch out thy 
hands on the Croſs, and ſhall -ize be 
withered and ſhrunk towards thy Ta- 
ble? Hadft thou bid me do ſome great 
thing tor procuring ſo great a good, 
. that there had been between the ſer- 
vice and reward no diſproportion, 
ſhould I not have endeavour to do 
\-. 1t? How much more when thou bid- 
-... ; deſt me eat ard live? Tam not ſaved 
”  . but by thy Body, I ſhall be damned 
without thy Blood. Didſt thou offer 
them for me on the Croſs, and ſhall I 
' not take the Pledge from thee at thy 
Supper 2 Doſt thou give mea Titleto 
. them, and ſhall I bar my ſelf of Po/- 


ſeſon 


Frequent Celebration. 9 


ſeſſion 2 rob my ſelf of thy Mercy, and - 


my Right ; of no- leſs: than the price 
of my Redemption £ Doſt thou. give 
me the purchaſe in.thy Blood, and ſhall 
I deny my ſelf the Seal in thy Church 
Dare I be guilty of ſo great a Robbe- 
7y and Rebe/on, as to violate thy 
Will and. Seal? to reje& at once thy 
Bread and Cup againſt thy expreſs: 


2 Willand Teftament ? to-take the Bread 
-Z and Cup out of my own hand,. and: 


the Scepter out: of thine? to- deprive 


| my Soul of thy Body and Blood, and: 
| thee of thy Authority ? by thy Grace: 
{ I will never but obſerve as thou: ap- 


pointeſt: If thzs be thy command,. O- 


| Saviour, Iam a Rebel as much to my 
7 good, as thy Law, a.wicked Rebel 1f L 
Z donot this. | 


1z Remembrance | I bluſh, Lord, tos 


2 ſeeIneed thy memento. Havel a roore 
# for the traſh of the World, and none: 
for thee? memory for what I liſt,. and; 
2 none for what I ſhould?: O:thonthat: 


E haſt fo done thy marvellous. Works;, 
F +hat they ought to be had ineverlaſt-- 


B 5 Mp: 


ro Frequent Celebration: 
ſting-remembrance 5 whoſe ame is 
wonderfull, and all thy works as thy 
name, and this above all thy. Works, 
can I ever forget thee ? can I forget | 
my ſelf ſo much, that breaths-not a * 
moment on Earth, or out of Hell 
without thee ? If I forget thee, O Sa-. 7 
viour, let my tongue cleave to the 

roof of my Mouth; if I remember 

not thee, let my right hand forget her 

cunning. Sure that Harp had never 

known the tune of joy, nor hand to. 
do with Harp, hadſt not thou put a 

World, all out, in order again, and *: 
ſet all in tune. And is that al], when * 
I owe a thouſand lives-unto thee, to. ,- 
require, not my Body, but my Mind? 7 
to lay, Remember, not toDyefor me, > 
but thatmy Memory djzenot in thee 2 2 
O thou loving, and bleſſed above all 7 
- Beloveds, when thy Paſſzor is engra-- ': 
ven by thine own hand 1n an Holy 
Myſterey for my mind to wear, ſhall 
not I keep this Memorial ? ſhall not I 3 
wear thy Ring, who am ſo ready to- Þ 
wear.a Deaths-head. to preſerve alive 
the. } 


pre ates Ee I 
La: OE AE ORG : - REP ERA * _ "4 
# of om FS OR Sts Sep {x _ "a Os <> GT a IDS a re —- 
Mo ABS & ER Ou i ee SIE boos HD RS % + , [SC AY, Fa” $A. 
_ o =, Dh IEEE SE IE. 2 i \ > SIE 0 - Ty - TIES 
to 7 OLE NS LEES Tp VR - Ed nt, I ENS » , 


Frequent "Celebration. 11 
the memory of a dead Friend ? O 
that I may ever keep this Manna that 
came down from. Heaven, not 1n a 
Leaden, but a Golden Pot ; not in a 
dull, barren, barely contemplative, 
but humble, tender, active, precious 
memory, which moves all oood aftec- 
tions to thee, and promotes all good 
abilitiesfor thee. $ch a memory will 
mind, and do all Duty 3 admire and 
love thee, obey, endure, do, and 
ſuffer for thee; eſtabliſh Faith, excite 
Repentance, inflame Love, maintain: 
Conſtancy. I cannot but repent, be- 
lieve, and love to the end, if thou be 
in my mind : If I fail payment of any 
Duty to theeorman, it-is becauſe [do 
not remember thee. 

Of me ] Of my Death,. and your Re- 
demption by it. This Sacrement then 


' 1s a Sfatre erected to the eternal me- 


mory of thy Paſſioz; ſo oft as I neg- 
lect it, what do[ bat pull down this 
P ramid of everlaſting date, ſet in 
ho Church for a ſolemm memorial of 
thy death; and- bury thee, and thy 


Merits 


72 Frequent Celebration. 
Merits, as the Fews-did: thy Body, but 
in a worſer grave, not in a Garden, 
but Deſart, a Grave of Oblivion 2? 
Wretch am I, that have need of ſuch 
an help to my Memory, and ſpur to 
my Duty, as both a Command, and 
a Sacrament 3 it caſts reproach on me, 
Saviour, that thou ſhould(t give thy 
Body for me, and I ſcarce give my mind | 
to- Zhee 5, that I ſhould have ſogreata |} 
FOOD: 10 thy heart, and thou ſohardly 
get ary in mine; that thou ſhould(t 
be more ready to bleed for me, than 
Z to think of thee / Dear Jeſus, thou 
didſt empty all thy Veins for me; ſhall 
net I find a veſſel to preſerve thy pre- 
crous. Blood 2 Dol not ſpil/ what thou 
ſbed, if T let it run out of my mema- 
rye yet art thou put to it, to.find me 
both+lood and ind; and when thou | 
haſtdone all that, out of remembrance | 
_ of me, (leſt it ſhould be forgotten. ) 
ordain'it a Sanction and Sacrament, 
ſaying, Do this in Remembrance of me. 
but more wretch I, if I do not ſo do, 


for Lord, if I do. thee honoyr, doſt 
thou: 


__". 
45 | -. 1x; 
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thou not do me favour: for it 2 If I 
give thee glory, 1s it more my Duiy 
than Felicity todo it? if it be thy Sa- 
crament, is it not my Benefit? Receive 
$ I not great Honour in it ? Reap Inot 
Y great benefits by it ? conveys it not 
Sthe Blood Rogal of Heaven into me ? 
ZSAm I not related to Chriſt, Heir of 
SHeaven, by virtue of that Blood? Is 
ZMot the God- head bodily in him? His 
ZBody myſtically in me 2 and I near al- 
Ylycd to God by the Communion of 
Sthft Body 2 And can he want De- 
BJ zrans, that 1s ſuch a Prince? Is not 
the Earth thy gift, and Heaven in 
= thy power ? O thou Son and Heir of 
3 all! And have I not thy Spirit, thy 
&# Fleſh a pledge for all, the Conveyance 
& Sealed in thy Blood, and thy Merits 
_ & made over and aſſured in thy Body > 
= OLord, Iam ſo much concerned in 
2 Honour and Intereſt to do what thou. 
= commandeſt, that if I conlider my 
= ſelf, I ſhall do it to thy memory, 
- remembrance of me , as well as 
Tee. 
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Wherever God hath beſtoweda vi- 
tal principle ( Faith whereby the Juſt 
live ) heaffords nouriſhment to ſuſtain 
zt ; and an inclination, andattra&tive® 
faculty towards it : chriſt crucified 1s,% 
as the cauſe-of our new birth, ſo hel 
food which ſuſtains and preſerves us) 
in it ; unto. whoſe Body and ploodl 
there muſt needs be asproportionable 3 
an appetite 1n a new Chriſtian, as to | 
Milk in an Infant , that being more . 
nonriſhable then Milk, and Faith more 
vital to deſire it than Nature. Oh! "4g 
know not what (grace and comfort ) 8 
'F have loſt, that others have found in 
-the Conſcientious uſe of this Secas-! [Þ 
ment. If there be any thing in the j3 
lively difcovericsofthe evil and deſert 
of ſin, the wrath and love of God, 
theconſolations of the Goſpel by fre- , 
quenting it, might it not have been 
much better with me in my pl 3 
condition ?' 1s-not this great Hepoeriſic te 
and Diſſimulation, to complain of the | 
hardneſs-of- my heart, and not head 


the Blood of Chriſt-to ſoften it 3 of Þ 
"the 1 
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v7 the prevalency of corruption, and 
JuſtY not bring them to his Croſs to ſab- 
tainf due them ?: of my timerous ſpirit,. 
1veſſ@ and not come where God ſecures me, 
| 15,908 and gives evidence for the diſcharge 
the of his Ggvenant and Promiſe ? that 

us God is departing, when Iftand at a 
90d FF diſtance, and will not come nigh him 2 
ble #is withdrawn from my ſoul, when I 

withdraw from-my duty 2 that I am 
7 a ſtranger to Spiritual joy, when I will 
2 not come to draw water out of the 
!3 wells of Salvation ? of the weakneſs 
Z of grace, and not uſe all means of 
n 7 ſtrengthening it 2.can Irefuſe my food, 
2 yet benouriſhed ? grow in grace, and 
2 negle& the means ? not grow, and be 
2 guiltlefs? live ina known fin, by neg- 
= ledinga plain commanded Duty, and 
= expect the rewards of obedience? may 
not partial obedience to-Gods com- 
mands, well increaſe my doubts of 
bis. favor ?. Is not this to flight and' 
diſeſteem a firm conveyance of all: 
Chriſts purchaſed benefits, here offe-- 
red andaſlured to. Believers ?and then: 
think: 
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think not much ( O my Soul ) if thouff 
go without them for ever, who artffi 
alſo ſo-unwilling to bind thy ſelf tofhi 
thankfulneſs and obedience for them, 1: 
Meals whichare for nouriſhment muſt} t 
be ofier, 'tis not told me hgw ory t 
ſhould eat or drink; the ſenſe and} x 
tceling of the wants of my food directs; t 
me to, and makes me doit often. Am: 1 
I not apt to grow dull, luke-warm,: 
cold to, and in Duty ? to contract | 
Guilt, blot my evidences, diſturb my; 
peace, to-forget him, and. his match-} 
leſs love? Is he ſo much. in my ſerz- 
ons thoughts as. he deſerves? Is it e- 
nough to have ſome occaſional. thoughts | 
of him 2 Dol not complain that I | 
love, and think ofhim no- more, can : 
apply him no-better, have ſo little of 
him, am ſo inſenſible of his kindneſs | 
and aftfetion to his Members? Is it 
not aſin andſhame I nomore ſolemn- ' 
ly dwell in meditation upon him, am | 
no more 1n prailing of, in rejoycing | 
in him? Do [not oftez need fo great 
an help to ſoftenmy heart, to renew 


my 


Frequent Celebration. T7 | 
thoufmy repentance,to ſtrengthen and con- 
0 -arthfirm my Faith, and Hope, and Reſo- 
If toflutions 3 to increaſe and inflame my 
em} love, and thankfulneſs, to fix my 
nuſt} thoughts more ſolemnly upon him, 
ez [1 to apply him, to get and maintain 
and! more intimate Communion with him, 
es; to knit my Soulcloſer to him and his 
Am: Members? Is it not a ſad fign I per- 
rm, form no Duties, as, and to thoſe exds 
a& I ought, but out of cuſtom, without 
: expecting, therefore without finding 
| any great advantage from them ? Are 
ithe-confolations of God ſmall unta 
-me? Is it not a ſign when I was+#here 
! .T miſſed of the benefit > Have I not 
; cauſeto repent of my former Recieving, 
when 1t left not earneſt breathings 
for the like opportunity 2 was it poſ- 
ſible for me to meet with God,to taſt 
| the (weetneſs, the fulneſs of Chrift, to 
- | experience the reachings forth of my 
; | loveanddefires,the pleaſures of ating 
> | Grace, and not long for another 
meeting; By thy Grace I will there- 
fore communicate with more Devott- 
on 5 


128 Frequent Celebration. | 


on 3 repent with greater contritionnjc 
walk with more caution, pray mogpro 
earneſily,receive withmore reverenc$pj1 
and I doubtnot butT ſhall find my afſn t 
fections increaſe, together with thwes 
Spiritual benefit. The frequent- ſogec 
lemn exerciſe of our graces muſt needyye; 
diſpoſe ſtrongly to Habitual ones; anifer 
hugely promote the [tereſt of Religigyn 
or, It cannot be that the Sacramengpc 
be undervalued by frequent repetitis, 
ens, without great unworthineſs ol 
the perſon, ( ſetting light by, a 
foathing Spiritual Manna ) and an ungr 
worthy Communication : for he thagw 
weceives worthily, increaſes in the love'n 
of God and of Religion, and the fire t 
of the Altar are apt to kindle into a * 
flame, and when our Lord enters into, - 
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us, and we grow weary of him, or 
leſs fond of his frequent entrance, and: 
perpetual cohabitation, tis an infalli- - 
ble ſfign we have ( or are ready to ) 
Jet in his Ememy ; no Secular objed 
-hath any pleaſure in it, long beyond: 
the hope of it ; for the poſlefiion and 
| enjoyment 


-y 
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Tognjoyment is found ſoempty, that we 
Moggrow weary of it 3 but whatſoever is 
enc$p;ritual is leſs before we have it, but 
Y an the fruition ſwells oupdeſires,enlar- 

tlpes the appetite, andmakes us more 
t-ſogeceptive and forward inthe Entertain- 


2i9awith him. They proclaim they have no 
2:nportionin David,no inheritancein the 
1H Sor of God. Had we any love for him, 
Oo&wefſhould begin early to adorn our 
(elves, .and be ſtill breathing for the 
1n#imjoyment ofhim. As the Jewiſh Door, 
who put on his beſt Habit on Friday 
ve-m the afternoon, and fat longing for 
'& the Setting Sun ( the time when the 
4 Tewiſh Sabbath began ) ſaying, venit 
ts -ſponſa, come my Spoule, for ſo he cal- 
Yr led that Sacred day, The Ancients 
d were wont to long for the Communion 
- -as the Child for the Mothers Breaſts 
) Oh the qualms of undeſirous Commu- 
t . #icants ſhouldjuſtly ſtir up the Fazthe 
fl toloaththeſame im themſelves. 4 


Habitual 


(20) 
Habitual Preparation. at 
T4 Death of Chriſt, in regard = 


bis intent, was a Sacrifice to. GK 
but of the Fews the greateſt cruelty ak 
 amrder, When a prophane perſq : 
' comes, he ſheds the Blood of Chrif | 
which a Believer: recezvesz and N- G 
Faith feeding on it, or applying it Fr 
himſelf, being one with Chriſt, þ 4 
virtue of that Union he hath Inter 
in him who hath made as great ſat” 
faQion to God, as if himſelf had ſuf}, 
fered to Eternity. This new Wink; 
muſt nor be put into an old Veſſel 
elſe the Wine will be ſpilt, and the 
Veſſel periſh. Righteouſneſs ang 
Unrighteouſneſs, Light and Darkneſs 
Chriſt and Belial, cannot dwell to 
ther, Feet that walk in filthy paths 
are not to tread his holy placez no 
a heart full of rancor, hatred, uns 
charitableneſs, to fit down at his 
Feaſt of Love z Hands dipt in blood, 
polluted with unlawful gains, ſtained! 
with ſpots of the Fleſh, or ſtretched: 


" 
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ut to ijure him 1n his Members, are 
oſt unfit to be reached forth to re- 
o GEive him 1n the Sacraments, to handle 
ty 'hoſe holy Myſteries: Thoſe Teeth 
Jer {bat grind the face of the poor, to cat 
-,.me bread of Angels : the Mouth that 
& full of rotten, corrupt communica- 

:+ $10n, evil ſpeaking; reviling, or that 
| ithirſts after the blood of our Neigh- 
*, pour, to drink the blood of Chriſt : 
Gt) gazing on vanity, to look on Je- 
[z5. Oh, how pure ought I to keep 

V5 hoſe doors of my Soul, at which the 
J1King of Glory ſo often enters? Shall 
J kiſs his hand with filthy Lips? put 
1, Dallowed Bread and Wine into a noy- 
ejſom ſink ? go to that Table as Swine 
to their Trough, in my pollution ?ra- 
þ.{viſh, contemn the Grace and Mercy 
of God? tear them aſunder from the 
conditions he hath annexed to them ? 
of He willnot be one with a Harlot ; nor 
1, ſeen with the ſame eyes. His Body 
jj Never ſaw Corruption, nor will be mix- 
4] ed with it : It lay in a Virgin Womb, 
| and Sepulchre 3 and ſtil] relides only 
in 
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in Virgiz Souls, Devoted, Conſecgd 
ted, ſet apart to his Uſe andServigh 
His Gloriftied Body is no more cappp 
bleof diſhonour,nor will enter intc 
earthly Soul. Unclean Birds rec 
nothing but the Carcaſe of the Onite 
#ance ; the Bread without the Both: 
the Wize without the Blood ; bajo! 
without the Bleſſing 3 the Element, bye! 
not the Sacramezt : ſuch are guilty ( 
his Body and Blood, for reaching it 
theirhand with purpoſeto receive hijb 
into apolluted Soul, though he with V 
draw himſelf that they cannot partalj 1 
ofhim - They diſgrace their Prince by | 
ſhewing zt to his Statze erected for hy « 
Honour and Remembrance ; are gui| ! 


ty of Treaſor by offering indignity ti « 


his Seal and Picture ; diſhorour don | 
to the [mage and Repreſentation, r 
flefts upon the Original ; he is Perſ6- 
ally in Heaven, and will be no where 
Spiritually but in the Heaverly part of 
man 3 he findsno reſt in a heart full of 
gain vicious thoughts: 1t ftinks liketh 


Lake of Sodom; he retires thence vex- 
ed 
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nleogd with the unclean converſation of 
ervithe impure Inhabitants. When he 
 cappproaches to a Soul, and finds it a 
nto{Cage of unclean Birds, he flies with the - 
ecewings of a Dove to cleaner and whi- 
Orfter the Habitations. But if we avoid, 
Bothate, and have no fondneſs of affet- 
bgjon for them 3 and with complacency 
:t,bjentertain the contrary 53 then Chriſt 
ty (hath waſhed our feet, and then he 
g Q)invitesus to his Supper. The anavoida- 
e hiy ble infirmities of our lives, againſt 
yith which wedaily ſtrive, and for which 
tat we never have any kindneſs nor af- 
e bf fe&ion, are not ſpots in theſe Feaſts. 
r bj of Charity 3 but inſtruments of Hu- 
zuil mility, and ſtronger invitations to 
y . come to Rights ordained for corro- 


on boratives againſt infirmities, and for 
rd growth inthe inner man. But rema- 
rſs nent affection to any fin, enmity with 
ee Neighbours, ſecular avocations tothe 
t of height of care and trouble, excuſe 
of mot, but increafe mensf1n, and fecure 
he their mifery. Tis juſt they graze 
x4 With Goats, that refuſe-to waſh their 
ed hands 


' 1 


24 Habitual Preparation. 
hands that they may come to the Su 
per of the Lamb. The excuſes where 
with moſt palliate their neglects « 
waiting upon our Lord, and accept 
mg his kindneſs, all grow upon thi 
bitter root of an holy careleſs lif 
toving the World and the Laſts thereof\ 
the only reaſon is, they have a mine 
to live as ſtrangers to him, and not 
to be his honuſhold Servants, and do 
mefticks; for then they might always 
come unto him. They think they; 
muſt not come /o off, becauſe to pre 
pare themſelves coſts them ſo 2uch} 
tie ; but would they ſpare /o. much! 
as to lead a holy Life, and be at fo 
21ch trouble as to pleaſe God in other; 
tings, they would not find it ſo las} 
borious to pleaſe him in this. Kept 
F they always the fear of God in their 
þ.; Souls, they would without much} 
Þ: pains be fit to approach with fear and 
reverence into his prefencez; would} 
they fear to do what God hath for- 
E bidden,they would not fearto do what 
 - he hath commanacd « but while they 
refuſe 
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| refuſe to obey him in many things, no 


wonder they do in this one. Relig7o7: 
concerns not our azo only, but the 


| frame and diſpoſition of our hearts and 


minds; and the ſame habitual graces 
are to be daily exerciſed, though 1n a 
lower meaſure and degree. Every day 


© isto be holy to the Lord, though every 


aFion in the day be not equally ho/z. 
When we labour conſcientiouſly fo 
and to our firſt Promiſe and Covenant, 


! all the actions of our lives become /þ0- 


ly; and ſo we are holy in our Shop, 
by diligence and juſtice; at our Board, 
by Temperance, Thankfulneſs, and 
Charity z Abroad, by an innocent, uſe- 
ful Converſation; 1n our cloſet, by pray- 


| er,and Meditation; yea, Prudence,and 


the ends of health and chearfulneſs, 


will make our /eeps and recreations 


| holy, and not to be reckoned among 


paſtimes, but the neceſſary ſeaſcns_ 
of doing little or nothing, that after» 
wards we may be worthily imploy- 
ed. A Chriſtian behaves himſelf not 
for ſuch a ſet number of days, as if 
Jo much time were to be ſpent in Ho- 
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l;neſs,and ſo much in oppolſit ion to itz 
but as if he accounted his whole life an 
opportunity of ſerving God; and of 
cleanfing himſelf from all that filthi- 
neſs, which will not let him ſeehis face.| 
He receives daily what daily profits, 

and ſo lives that he may daily receive 
it. A boly life is a perpetual Sacrifice; 
and he that ſo lives, keeps his heart as: 
an Holy Altar, always warm and glow- 
ing within him ; he offers up daily: 
ſuch Sacrifices as are acceptable to! 
God and prepare him for a due com-| 
memoration of this great Sacrifice: a! 
conſtant abſtinence from all forbidden? 
things, and care to perform ſuch du-! 
ties as maintain a lively ſenſe of God! 
11 our Souls, would make us vehe-} 
mently hunger after this Heavenly | 
Food. A circumfpect life makes usboth} 
fit and deſirous to converſe with God} 
cvery day 5 good Adions beget in us| 
greater longings after grace, and good | 
defires make us {till do well, out of 
hope to have more grace. When a 
g50d man lifts up his heart to God, he 
drams down God into his Sou), that he 
may 
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may' work with his hands that which 
is good in his 7zeployrent, mm which he 


| 15 not ſo buſie that his hands ſhould 
| grow ſo heavy, or dirty by it, asto be 
 unwilling,or unfit to lift+hezzup again 


to God. Such a Combination is there 


' betweenall that God requires to make 
: them eafie and familiar, pleaſant and 


defirable, and our obedience impartial 
and univerſal. ' A holy behaviour in our 
Calling,Converſes,and uſe of the Cre- 
ture; diſpoſes us to AFs of immediate 
Worſhip, that requites and returns the 
kindneſs by diſpoſing and fitting us for 
an holy deportment for the future 3 
which 1s1t ſelf an invitation of God to 
our Souls ; much more when ſeconded 
with theattraQives of holy Prayers and 
AﬀeTionate deſires. The ſweetneſs of 
ſuch converſes with God, and the 
power of his Grace conſequent upon 
our hearty defires, engages and ena- 


| blesus to an holy converſation, which 


brings us (from familiarity with the 
Devil) to fellowſhip with God, the 
happineſs of which 1s ſo great, that it 
excites us todo all we can to maintain 
C2 and 
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and prevent our being tempted from 
it. Good Hearts daily mortified, and 
ſtrictly watched over, like dry wood, 
with one blaſt kindle the flame of 
Love, ſtir up the Grace of God in| 
them; while thoſe ſoaking in the' 
world, like green ſticks, all their puf-! 
fing, blowing, and prayers will ſcarce! 
fetch any fire. Oh/ would I every day. 
prepare for the day of Death; or 
(which 1s of a like conſideration.) the: 
day of Communion, (nothing leſs will, 
fir meto Communicate thanto depart{ 
hence 3) ſet my ſelf in Order, Medi- 
rate often every day on Chriſts firſt] 
and ſecond coming 3 not ſtay a mi-! 
nute, but inſtantly grieve for, ſeverely; 
condemn my ſelf, and renew my re-| 
ſolution toamend all and pray for par-| 
ticular ſtrength againſt whatſoever I 
have obſerved amiſs: would [confider} 
where I fall ofteſt, from what princi- 
ple this default comes, what are the! 
b:{t Remedies, and paſs on to a real| 
and vigorous uſe of them. DidI re- 
ſolve to have God frequently in my 
thoughts,to bring 1t to pals to have fo 
great 
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great a dread and reverence of him, 
that I may be more really aſhamed, 


| troubled,confounded,to fin in his pre- 


ſence and obſervation, than of the 
ſevereſt mans; and to have a perpetual 
intercourſe and converſe with him : 
Or would I actually attend to what I 
do, and conſider every aCtion, and 
ſpeak ſo little that I might conſider it ; 
I ſhould find, that upon the day of 
Communion T ſRould have nothing to 
do,but to revive my Graces by Prayer, 
Praiſes,and the exerciſe of Devotion. 


_ 
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H*e* neſs 1 1s OUT Profeſſion;and ail tho 


time after one Communion 1s the 
time of preparation for the zext ; and 
every Receving, a- repeated Condit y 
againſt the Intereſt ofthe Devil, He 


that isalways well veſted, will deck and 


trim againſt a Wedding day: ; wiſe Vir- 
ginsgo:torth to meet him, having Oyl 
in their Veſſels, and their Lamps burn- 
ing; but when they hear the Bride- 

G3 grooms 


groom's coming, they ariſe and fall a- 


20 Afual Preparation. 


freſh to trimming their Lamps,to ſnufl 


_ them, ſtir-up the fire, and apply. the} 


Oyl to make them burn brighter and! 
clearer, Now another repaſt approach: 
es, I muſt deny my felt lawful things j 
ſequeſter from my ordinary buſineſs z 
abſtain from the moſt lawful enjoy+; 
ment,and chaſteſt embraces,that I may 
give my ſelf unto Prager: and more. 
tully know the ſtate of zz Soul ; with a: 
greater intention and ardency of Spi-; 
T1t examiine my ſelf, even about. the} 
coldneſs of my Prayers my megleFs in} 
the daily review of my ſelf; the ſwal-! 
eſs of my ſorrows 3 the weakneſs of! 
my ſervices, my daily neglects, 1gno-; 
rances, and unavoidable infirmities as| 
to God, my ſelf, relations, and others 5} 
in an eſpecial manner, any failing fince| 
the laſt Communion. It there be but a! 
little paſſion, a raſh word, a vain 
thought, &c. and beſides my forrow,) 
and afflicting my ſelf, for hatred, and! 
amendment of it, juſt afterits comiſſi-; 
on; I amnow tobewail it over again, 
to call my fclf to a ſtrit account for 
it, 
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it, to drown it 1n another flood of 
tears, more firmly toſtrenghten my re- 
ſolutions againſt it, and prepare it to 
and! receive another Wound , a mortal 
ach-! ſtroke from the wounds of Jeſus, that 
185;} it may never live more; to be more 
els; deeply apprehenſive of the ez/ of ſin, 
joy; more ſorrowfully bewail it, more ra- 
may. tionally rgſolve _ It,open a grea- 
ore. ter vent and paſſage for my tears ; af- 
tha fect my heart more deeply with my 
Spi-; needs,and the certainty of ſupply,and- 
the} ſo raiſe my ſelf to a greater height of 
s in} humility,defire and confidence to ex- 

| cite my appetite and more lively ap- 
_ off prehenſions, and. vigorous aifcCtions, 
no-} rouze my thoughts and meditations to 
3 as} agreater fervourz more ſolemnly to 
rs;} recolle& what I have learned, to ſtir 
ace} up my remembrance,and renew a ſenſc 
ta; of my wants and weakneſles ; to im- 
ain; print the ezds of the [»ſtitution more 
w,, firmly in my memory; to conſider 
nd; what Actsare moſtproper when (hall 
be at his Table; to ſtir up thoſe at- 
In, | fections beforehand, which will pre- 
or| pare a more lively expreſſion of them 
C 4 when: 
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when I come there. To renew As off 


Charity and forgiveneſs, paſs by all in- 


f 
t 


juries and offences,be reconciled per-} * 


fetly to my Brethren; and to take! 
care there be not the leaſt grudge, or! 
{parx of anger that Jes buried in my! 
Soul unquenched.; all paſſions huſhe| 
and Jaid, the Soul ſmooth, fair, and! 


not a wrinkle upon its brow. More 


ſtrictly and ſolemnly to ſearch, purifie, - 
cleanſe, and caſt out all theleven ; to: 
pray with greater appetite, praiſe his | 


\ 


Name witha moredelightfu] reliſh. To 
diftaſte al} other things, to disburthen ! 


my fclf, to lay aſideevery weight, and | 


rhe {in that ſo ealily beſets me, to get | 
as near Heaven. as poſlible 3 to render | 
ny mind more ſenſible of God, and | 


more fit to receive adeeper impreſſion 
from his hand. To excite theſtrongeſt 


kl 
I 


atts of Faith,the vehementeſt flames of | 
love and Tongings after Chriſt and his | 


bleſſings ( which prepares for the in- 
joyment) Holy defires, joy and thank- 
tulneſs at the approach of ſobleſled an 
opportunity. To renew my reſolutions 


and vows of holy obedience,to morti- 


fie 


" ES ARIES x 


ts of 


fie my leſſer irregularities,and to bind 


1 in-} the obligations faſter that are upon my. 
per-! Soul. To have a lively fenſe ofthe ends 


take 


for which I go; in what eſtate my Gra- 


- or. cesſtand'z; what Iam to ask;-and for 


my} 
"he! 
and | 
ore” 
fre, - 
to: 
his 

Fo / 
En * 
id | 
Ct : 
er | 


d ; 


what:.Iought to. plead the Blood of 
Chriſt ; voluntarily tooffer more ofmy 
time and thoughts to Religious Exer- 
ciſes, and to do that over again with a 
reater fervor, which I have been do- 
ing ſince the laſt, Communion. To re- 
cover my ſelf tothe ſame, . or: rather 
higher degrees of Zeal, fervor,and ſub- 
jime admirations; to appare),trim,and 
dreſs ap my mind with - braver nott- 
ons,and brighter ornaments. To get 
my manners, carriage, and behaviour, 
rightly formed, and handſomely com- 
poſed, for this feaſt with thegreat King. 
He that underſtands the excellency 
and holineſsof the -zyſtery,the Glory of 
the Gueſt, the infinite benefit then de- 
ſigned, and the increaſe of degrees by 
the exerciſe of thoſe previous acts of 
Holineſs; the manner ſo contrary, as 
worthy and #nworthy ;, the effeF of the 
Ordinance ſo much depending on the 
dC J m4N- 
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manner of receiving; the advantage 

great of Communion with ChriftsBo- 
dy ; the daxger no leſs than Damnati 
01; that it will ſetione forward; and 
contribute very much to-an-happy ot 
an unhappy Eternity (a mancahnot ati 
all be ſuppoſed in any ſtate, where 
this thing will be indifferent to him} 
will not be inquiſitive, into the juf 
meaſure, bat do it heaxtily, devoutly, 
reverently, and as much as he can, put: 


himſelf into a meet diſpoſition to be 
ſo familiar with God. | 


Solemn Sequeſtration.. 


travelling up and down,a far off, #:- 
fits as well asa dead Bedy, 7. c. groſs 


A Journey,j.e.an unfixed Heart,un-! 
A diſcharged of wordly thoughts, | 


thoughts 1n the Temple, if not driven 
away before, wHl be peſtring, trou- 
bling, vexing me, and corrupt the Sa- 
crifice, If I go with a looſe, ungirt 
{pirit, I cannot inſtantly entertain my 


Lord 


{ins, for cating this Paſs-over, Earthly | 
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Solemn Sequeſtration; 35; 
Eord ; his work muſt ſtay till I am: 
ready; I muſt be girding when I 
ſhould be working 3 or do it aukward-- 
ly, not with dexterity and activity. 
Let your loins therefore be girt, and- 
you your ſelves like. men that wait- 
for their Lord, that when he comes- 
and knocks, you may open to him im-- 
mediately.. It concerns me zow to put 
my ſelf into that order and fiate of- 
good things, as if to morrow: I were. 
to djez to ſuppoſe my ſelf ſeated be-- 
fore Gods Tribunal,and to feewhether - 
I. can reaſonably hope my State is- 
changed, my 8ins pardoned, and mor-- 
tified 3 to conſider, that unleſs I dare 

dze that day if God ſhould -call me. 

there 1s little reaſon I ſhould dare tc: 
receive the Sacrament of Life 3 or Mi-- 
niſter of Death. IfI be miſtaken abour- 
the truth of Grace now, I am undone. 
for ever, without true Repentance ; - 
by my unworthy going, I bind the. 
guilt of all my other ſins upon my 
Soul, and add this to all the reſt, c::/-- 
tineſs of the blood of Chriſt. He that: 
Communicates worthily,is juſtified from : 


IJ C - 
Þ \O-> 
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his fins 3 and to him death can have no 
ſting,cowhom the Sacrament brings life 


and health. And if I judge Righteous 


wl 
ro 
nc 


judgment, ſhall ſoon find where it pin- ! w 


ches moſt, what makes me moſt afraid, | 
what moſt criminal and leaſtmortified ; 

ſo ſhall Tlearn to make proviſion accor- 
dingly. Enter then my Soul into my : 


'F 


+ 

x 

bY | 
> 


Chamber, ſolmnly ſequeſter thy ſelf * a 


from all other avocations,that we may 
Attend upon the Lord, without dif: 
traction. Shut up, ſet a Watch at the 
ates of thy hegrt, let it not be open 
till that ſolemzz day be over; if other 
thoughts be hankering,and hanging a- 
bout forentrance,teſtifie againſt them, 
rebuke and threaten them,let thy Spi- 
rit inanholy indignation riſe upagainſt 
them; theonly means that from that 


time forth they come nomoxe in ſuch a + 


ſeaſon. Farewell my Wite and Children, 
Friends,& (ecular concerns; abide you 
here at the foot ofthe mount; be huſhe 
and laid, deadned,and mortified, all 1r- 
regular earthly paſſionsand, affections: 
I have ſomething elſe to do, you are a 
clog unto my Soul ; ercad nor, nor 

whiſper 
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whiſper in this ſolemn place,where 1s no 
room but for God alone; trouble me 


{ not, the door is ſhut,] am about a great 
- | work, I will not, cannot oper to yor. 


And Oh / thou that lookeſt from 


' Heaven, that faſhioneſt the hearts of 
' men, and confidereſt all their works, 
: enlighten, enliven, and convince me 5 


affe&, aſſt, and proſper me; own ac- 
cept, and bleſs me 3 call in, and. re- 


| ſtrain the looſeneſs and wandrings of 


TO CU DE CEP ICY ET IIB 3; 


my thoughts. Fix, unite, and fill my 
heart with an awe, a dread, and reve- 
rence of thee z with ſuitable thoughts, 
apprehenſions, and meditations to the 
preſent occaſion ; and let my medita- 
tions be attended. with ſuitable affeCti- 
on. Let all fleſh be filent before thees 
let thy Spirit reſt upon me ; let this 
ſeaſon be improved, not carelc\ly, 
{loathfully,or zeg/igently; but frncerely, 
and »prightly, with my whole Soul, 
heart,and ſtrength. tothy praiſe, and 
my great advantage at thy Table, and 
m the day when thou ſhalt judge the 
{;cret of mens. hearts'by Jeſus Chriſt. 


Strict 


Solemn Sequeſtration. 37 


(38) 


StricÞ Examination. 
" Amabout to fit at the Lords Tabl 


among his own Children I know! - 


before-hand, the King (attended with 
his glorious Angels ) will come in tg 


ſee his GueSts; Chriſts garment cover! - 


only Chriſts Members ; he is too juſt 
to be bribed, too great tobe lighted; 


to0 wiſe to be deceived, too jealons to. 


be provoked,too good to be forfeited; 
Oh what ſolemn proviſion ſhall I mak 
for ſo Sacred a preſence, but a ſerious 
diligent, deep inquiry into, with a full 
and awful diſcuſſion of the particulan 
preſent Eſtate of my Soul; whether I be 
fuch as may be aſſured he will bid me! 
welcome 3 being reconciled tohim, and 


endued with thoſe vital qualifications 
which prediſpoſe me for an 0rdinance} 


that ſuppoſes me within the Covenant! 
it Seals, and to have ſpiritual life.it 
ſuſtains and nouriſhes, by conveying 


that true food of life Chriſt Crucified.! 
I muſt be borz, before I can eat 3- Un-) 


: 


circumicijed perſons were not to cat the! 
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Strift Examination. 39 
Paſsover, The inwards of Ordinan- 
ces are only enjoyed by them that are 
inwardly Chriſtians, Thoſe only that 
bring #r#e Graces, receive realComforts : 


we take Chriſt,and then eat him; none 
find any nouriſhment, rehſh, or (weet- 


© neſs in his blood, but thoſe who have 
| received him, and fo have a proprie- 


ty in, a Title to him (and the nearer 
the Intereſt, the greater ſweetneſs : ) 


'. He muſt be wire, firſt in claim and ti- 


tle; then in fruition and comfort ; no 
Juyce or ſap from the Vine, except a 
branch in it ; no grace 1s there 1improv- 
ed, but what I have along with me; 
E muſt prove my 77244 to the purchaſe, 
ere I can take poſſeſſzon. 'Tis high 
Treaſon to annex the Kings Broad 
Seal to forged Writings; no receiving 
the benefit without {hewing the con- 
ditions,” and my zterei? in the Cove- 
rant; that 18 ſealed to them only that 
comeup to the terms of it. Now,this 15 
the Covenant. that T will make with 
the Houſe of I/rael, faith 
the Lord, 1 will put my Law 


in their inward parts, and 


Ter. 31.38. 
Heb. 8. 10s 


write 


go Strict Examination. 
write it in their hearts, and will be thei; 
God and they ſhall be my peoples and ſhaky 
know me from the leaſt unto the greateſh 
and I will forgive their iniquities, anifc 
remember thir ſins no more. And Otp 
my Soul! have I an inward right, anC 
actual intereſt in this Covenant? 
Is the Law of God writ in my heart iT 
legible by others in my converſation,andy 
by my (elf in my Conſtitution of Soul,c 
ſtrongly inclined,diſpoſed and-perſwa#[ 
ded to all cordial, fincere,intire, cheet-1 
: ful, ſpiritual obedience, out of a prin-þ 
ciple of love to God, and toglorifig}: 
andenjoy him: delighting,meditatingf} 
in it day and night ; being. renewed 
according to his Image,in Knowledge, 
Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs. 
Have I a Covenant-relation to,and in- 
tereſtin (3gda 2-AmlT one of his people by 
[Federal profeſtion,”] not ,aſhamed of, 
but openly declaring and avouching 
my ſelf to be his, rejoycing, and glory- | 
ing therein as my great priviledge and 
happineſs ? { In all Covenant-relations | 
to God and Chriſt? ]. Dol fear, love, ! 
obey, ſubmit to,depend upon bir for. | 
direction, | 


<E-+ CF 
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s Strict Examination. 41 
'e theitirection, proviſion, and protection? 
a ſhayen 1 wholly at his diſpoſe,as my only, 
*atefyrile, faithful, loving | Father? ] Do I 
', Mifortake all other Corrivals, and Com- 
d Otpetitors? cleave only to him in all 
t aiConjugal love and faithfulneſs? Dol 
delight in,am I unſatisfied without his 
*art preſence as my [ Husband? ] Dol 
»aNdpurifie and keep clean his Temple ? 
9,demean my ſelf towards him as my 
Was[Inhabitant? 3 Eſteem, live upon, and 
cctreſt, fully contented with him as my 
rin-j[ Portion? }] Am I his by | Federal ap- 
Hef propriation ? ] not Sin's, Satan's, the 
Ingt World's, my own, but intirely Ez | in 
7edf} all I am J Body and Soul? are my Eyes 
BE, || bis, to behold his wonderful works ? 
| my Fears, tohear his heavenly word ? 
n- | my Taſte & $mell,to reliſh his ſurpaſſing 
»y | ſweetneſs inthe Creatures? my Tongue, 
f, } to proclaim and triumph in his praiſe? 
g | my Hands,to work that which is good? 
'- | my Feet, towalk in his ways? all my 
1 | ſenſes and members, abilities, and Fa- 
s | culties, inſtruments of Righteouſneſs ? 
, | Is my anderſtanding his, to know, dif- 
' | cern,contemplatehim? my Memory to 
| treaſure 


42 Strict Examination. 
treaſure up,and retain his counſels,and fo 
covenants, promiſes,and diſpenſation} G 
my Conſcience, his Deputy to accuſe, of n 
excuſe underhim? my V7 his,to will e 
or nil in ſubordination to him ? my, / 
grief, hatred, and deteſtation hzs, to t 
mourn for,abhor, and flie every thing 
offenſive to him,or obſtruftive of my 
delightful enjoyment of him ? my des 
fire, love, and delight his, to long for 
embrace, acquieſce fully and conten: 
tedly in him? Am I bis, in all I have & 
Dol approve my ſelf 7s in all my re- 
lations and ſtations, inward quahltficaq 
tions and endowments,outward goody 
and poſſeſſions?” 1 al! I can ao of pro- 
cure, undergo and endure for him? A 
I willing and ready to give my ſelft 
and for him? taking up my Croſs 
daily and following him ? rejoycing} 
I am accounted worthy to ſuffer for 
his name  _.. 

Have 1 a SanGified knowledg of God? 
as to-his Eſſence, Attributes, Perſonal 
diſtinctions, Word, and Works? of 
Marx in his Creation, Fall, Reſtaurati-} 
on,and Perfeftion ? of Chiſt in _— | 

on, 


nv. 


Stria Examination. 43 
$,and ſon,Offices, Eſtates? of the Covenant of 
lons} Grace in its freeneſs;conditions, and be- 
ſe, of nefits? of the Lords Supper,in its effici- 
Will ent, -material, formal, and final cauſe ? 
my, And is this my Kzowledge experimen- 
, ta tal, heart-purifying, and humbling, 
= communicative, growing , affecio- 
my nate, efficacious, and obedientia] ? 
des Are mine Iniquities forgiven and for- 
gotten by God? Dol groan under there 
as my greateſt evil and heavieſt bur- 
#4 then? forſake thew: in affection and 
| practice ? have I ſincerely confeſſed, 
| bewailed,Joathed them, and my ſclf for 
_ them? unfeignedly ſtriving againſr, 
and deſiring to be freed from the filth, 
power and dominion of fin, as well as 
the guilt and puniſhment of it; from a 
love and ſenſe of Gods kindneſs, and 
goodneſs to me? Is my heart calmed 
F and quieted through Faith in Chriſt, 
| being thereby at Peace with God? Is 
2] itenlarged to bleſs him for Pardon ? 
1} Aml earneſt with him more and more 
f} for aſſuranceof it, for purity of heart, 
-j andeſtabliſhmentin his ways ? Is there 
 1n me a hearty, ſincere diſpoſition, in- 
clination, 
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 (1)1 Cor. 11.24, 


4.4 Strift Examination. 


offences of others? pitying, and la- 
menting, meekly reproving, and co- 
vering their infirmities : a readineſs to 
help them, rejoycing in their welfare 


asmy own,eſpecially the meaneſtSaint, | 


in whom is all my delight ? Chriſt 1s 

not tobe received of all 
(a) John 1.12. Comers, (a) nor enter- 
(9) Cant. 3. 4+ tained by every Gueſt, 


(c) Mat. 9.21. (4)nor tonch'd by eve- 
22. 


ry hand, (c) nor found 
RO CO © every Str Ht He 
1s offered inthe Goſpel to a/, but gives - 
himſelf here, and is received by fuch a+ 
loneas have,and have I,a Spiritual hurn- 

ger and thirſiafterhim? 
(e) Mat. 5. 6, (e) An Ear to hear him 
t ) Mat. 13.9. (f) An Eyeto ſee him 


clination, and propenſity to pardon the | 


(g) I Cor.I1.29 A Foot to come to 
(1) Fge. T3, BY. -'s (b)A Hand totake 
him, (7) Armes to em- 
brace hims (4 )A Mouth 
and Taſte, to eat and 
(1) Cant. 2. 3. drink,reliſh and digeſt 
Mat. 26.26. him,(l) A Breaſt to re- 
(m) Eph.3.17. tain him. (-) — 
je 


(k) Cant. 3:4. 
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Strict Examination. 45 
of afjetion towards him,and his Mem- 
bers? A Heart to mourn for my pier- 
cing of him ?to betruly thankful for, 
and above all to prize him ? 

Are not theſe infallible Scriptural cha- 
raFers of Chriſts Diſciples £ Can 1 
appeal to God and ſay, Lord thou 
knoweſt all things, thou knoweſt that it 
is thus with me: or amT1 willing to 
venture my eternal condition, my laſt 


gaſp upon my preſent hopes ? have I 


a ſolid ground of confidence, when I 


ſhall appear naked before Gods Bar, 


when the ſecrets of hearts (hall be ma- 
nife(t? will theſe Pleas find acceptance 
in that day, when all the world muſt be 


faved or damned by him 2 Oh my 


Soul / make nothing the foundation 
of thy Peace, but what God hath made 
the condition of thy Salvation; let no- 
thing ſatisfie us ow, but what will 
ſave us then 3 for if our hearts con- 
demnus,God isgreater than our hearts 
and knoweth all things: but if. our 
hearts condemn us not, then have we 
confidence towards God, 


Deep 


(46) 
Deep Humiliation. - 


Efore I go for a fall diſcharge, 1 

muſt narrowly look into the Book 
of Conſcience, caſt up my accounts,and 
ſee how infinitely I am indebted to my 
God ; view my ſelf-in the glaſs of the 
Law, and Goſpel : Search my Soul ſo 
to the bottom, that none of my 
wounds may feſter, but be all .dif- 
covered and cured : confider from 
whencelT am fallen, before and ſince 


the laſt Communion, and repent : and 
Oh that I may be ſo ſenſible of my ſes 


and miſery, that I may be truly ap-] 


prehenſive of, and thankful for infi- 
nite love and mercy. | PT. 

dare not preſume to compaſs thine 
Altar, moſt holy Lord, before I have 
waſhed my hands1n innocency,purifi- 
ed my heart by Repentance,and Faith 
in the blood of my Redeemer. I will 
now therefore call zzy ſes to remem- 
brance, and ſet them 1n order before 
mine eyes, and remember mine own 
evil ways, and my doings whichhave 
not 


Deep Humiliation. 47 
not been good, and loath my ſelf in 
my own fight for my iniquities, and 
for my abominations. 

Oh I am not able to reckon up or 
remember my innumerable breaches 
of thy moſt holy Commandments. The 

I. By not knowing, acknowledging 
of thee,not thinking, remembring,chu- 
fing thee, not believing in thee, 'not 


eſteeming, adoring, loving, defiring, 


fearing,obeying of, truſting,joying 1n, 
acquainting my ſelf with,not demean- 
ing my ſelf towards theeas God and my 
God : but preferring in,ſelf, Satan, the 
world, any thing before thy ſelf. The 

2, By miſapprehenſions, groſs con- 
ceits of thee,not ſetting my whole de- 
Iight in, repoſing all my confidence on, 
expecting all my happineſs from, ad- 
dreſiing all my complaints, prayers, 
praiſes unto thee not worſhipping 
thee as to manner and means agreea- 
ble torthy Word. The 

3, By not acknowledging, or ef- 
fectually remembring and delighting 
to ſpeak of thee as | have had oc- 
calion, to make thy praiſe glorious, 
Or 


48 Deep Humiliation. 


or doing it irreverently, dealing falſe- 
ly in my Covenant with thee; not 
vindicating thy Hozonr, not grieving 
for thy Diſhonour 5 wearineſs of thy 
commands, non-obſervance, diſtruſt, 
miſapplication of thy Providerces ; un- 
thanfulneſs for great Mercies; dejecti- 
on, impatience under ſmall Croſſes ; 
inſenſibleneſs, incorrigibleneſs under 
judgments and affiiions not uſing thy 
Name, Attributes, Ordinances, Words, 
Works, every thing whereby thou 
mayeft be known, as 1s required. The 

4. By unmindfulneſs beforehand to 
prevent or avoid whatſoever might 
diſtract in the duties of the Sabbath: 
not preparing my 1clf for it ; not 
reſting from needleſs thoughts, words, 
actions upon it 2 mis-ſpending 1t 1n | 
idleneſs and vanity; not performing | 
publick and private duties of Payer, 
Reading, Hearing, Examination ; 
whetting thy Law upon my heart and 
others 3+ contemplating upon thy 
Word and Works with that care, re- 
verence, ſincerity, {piritualneſs, pro- 
fit,and delight, as I ought; not calling 
the 
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Deep Humiliation. 49 
the $4bbath a delight, holy of the Lord, 


and honourable. The 


5. By not behaving my ſelf anſwera- 
ble to my ſeveral Relations; withall due 
Reverence and reſpe&t to my Natural, 
Eccleſiaſtical, Political Parezts, 1n heart, 
word,behaviour towards prayer,thank(- 


' giving for S#periors ; covering their in- 


firmities in love: not admoniſhing and 
encouraging [zferiors in well doing ; not 
by agrave, wiſe, holy, exemplary carri- 
age, procuring glory to thee, and pre- 
ſerving the honour and authority thou 
haſt put upon me3 not _— the 
dignity and worth of my Equals; nor 
rejoycing in their gifts, advancement, 
and proſperity, as my own. The 
6. By ſinful anger, hatred, ſecret 
grudges, injurious thoughts, exceſlive 
aſlions, diſtracting cares, immoderate 
uſe of diet, labour, : reſt, and recreati- 
015 by reviling, ſaddening, provoking, 
grieving ſpeeches; by falling ſhort in 
maintaining mutual friend{hip, and in 
following peace with all menzby ſowing 
diſcord among brethren, and concea]- 


| Ing their dangers 3 unprofitable conver- 


{ation, 
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ſation, quenching, and ſuppreſſing ho- 
I; ſuggeſtions 3 by preferring things of 
time before Eternity ; or, by whatſoe- 
ver may tend, not to the health, but pre- 
judice of my own, or others Soul or 
Body; not weeping with them that 
weep; being ſenſeleſs, hard-hearted, 
unaffected at publick evils, and others 
' miſeries. The 
= 7. By unchaſte thoughts, purpoſes, 
affections, or liſtning to them 3 not la- 
bouring to quench my fleſhly concupil- 
cence,by watching over my ſenſes, heart, . 
and ways 3 not ſhunning all occaſions 
to, or aCts of xncleaneſs, 1n or with my 
ſelf, orothers : not keeping my Body 
and Soul from all filthineſs of fleſh and 
ſpirit 3 but making my heart a cage of 
impure thoughts, my mind a ſtye of the 
unclean Spirit. The 

8. By unbecoming arts in Bargain- 
ing, not dealing with othersas I would 
they ſhould with me : not endeavou- 
ring by all juſt means to procure, pre- 
ſerve, and further the welfare of others 
as well as my own: By with-holding 
good from them to whom it 1s due : 
| ſuffering 
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ſuffering Chriſt to ſtand at, and go a- 
way from my door, hungry, cold, na- 
ked, ſuccourleſs ; and when the lean- 
neſs of +is cheeks pleaded pity, the 
hardneſs of my heart would ſhew no 
compalſion. The | 


9. By flandering, back-bitng, de- 


trafting, reviling, harſh, flattering, 
miſconſtruing, diſcouraging, ſiniſter 2#- 
tentions, words, and ations: liſtning to 
and ſpreading the faults of other 3 not 
being charitable in my thoughts and 
ſpeeches to them 3 not freely acknow- 
ledging their gifts and graces; not rea- 
dily receiving a good report, but willing- 
ly admitting an evil one's not diſcou- 
raging tale-bearers, flatterers, {lande- 


' rers3 not loving, deſiring, rejoycing . 


In, caring for, defending and uphold- 
10g their goed rare; not ſorrowing for, 
and covering their izfirmities ; but pra- 
ctiling, or not avoiding my ſelf, or not 
bindring what [can in others,ſuch things 
as raiſe jealouttes and ſaſpitions, procure 
an 71/ name to my fcit or others, The 
Io. By ſelf-love, evil thoughts, in- 


©Y 


ordinate prizing, ad affecting, diftruſt- 
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ful diſtrafting ſolicitous care and ſtudy 
in getting, keeping, or uling texporal 
things; by diſcontent with my own e- 
ſtate; envying, and grieving at my 
neighbours; unlawful motions and af- 
feftions to things that are his. 
And to theſe I have added multitudes 
of ſins againſt the Goſpel; by not as T 
ought labouring to acquaint my ſelf 
_ with it, * By Ignorance, and lighting 
of it, not ſufficiently efteeming, ad- 
miring, and being thankful for that in- 
finite love in my Redemption 5 not lo- 
ving, rejoycing 1h Chriſt and him Cru- 
cifiedz not relying on, and owning of 
him in all his offices: not accounting 
all things loſs and dung for him 5 not 
taking that pains I ought, to know him, 
_ and thepower of his ReſurreQtion, and 
the fellowſhip of his ſufferings, and to 
| be made conformable to his death ; that 
if by any means, I might attain unto 
the Reſurrection of the dead; and be 
made perfe& as my Father in Heaven 
3s perfect. Not claiming his promiſes as 
my heritage, nor eſteeming them the joy 
of my heart, and as unſcarchable rich- 
ES, 


believing, prizing, imbracing of, hoping, 
wating ;T the md of them, with 1ſo 
much readineſs and ſteadfaſineſs as their 
excellency and certainty require 3 and ap- 
plying them as I ought to this and the 


ext life ; being not. careful thex might 
have their due effefts on my Soul, in- 


making me partaker of the Divine Na- 
ture; not dying daily to ſ;#3 nor aCting, 
and growing in grace, and in the know- 
ledge of Chriſt: . not thirſting after 


Righteouſneſs, and that poor, mournfu], 
meek, mercifu], pure $p7rit that ſhall be 
bleſſed ; not confeſſing,but being ainam- 


ed of Chriſt before men, and my relati- 
on to him; not denying my ſelf, and 
taking up my Croſs, and following hi. 


Not doing all things to the glory of God; 


nor rejoycing 1n him always. Not 7e- 
cezving, not doing the good, nor impro- 
ving time, mercies, judgements, foreign 
perturbations, national diſcontents and 


diviſions, irreligions confufions, do-- 


meſtick diſtinguiſhing favours, as I 


ought, Strangeneſs, niggardlineſs un-- 


to, inconfiderateneſs of the worth, fear- 
| D: 
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es, exceeding great and precious 3 not 


le{neſs 


: k \ 
k > , nf 
©, ITED * OT" II "IV v WJ g - 4 FOR 
SY we'> Emugin HH PER VA ET 45. OO We 2 9902s _ 4. 


Ee SOD. "Yr, &.- 


hed: br ahi #2 en ESE on Ein Eat 


54 Deep Humiliation. 


leſneſs of the loſs of my precious Soxl; 
caring more for the Body then it, or 
others ; not troubled for ſuchas are neg- 
lIigent, poiſoners, murderers of theirs. 
Not ſufficiently coxvinced of, and hum- 
bled for, the corruption of my nature, 
mind, conſcience, will affe&ions; of 
the evil of ſin, and lying under the 
wrath of God 3 hiding, excuſfing, lef- 
ſening of, not making that narrow ſearch 
after, not being grieved for my ſizs in 
any proportion to their z-/titude and 
greatneſs ; as conſidering that wretched 
injuſtice, folly, and unkindneſs I have 
exprefica by themz loving darkneſs, 
hating the light ; receiving the grace of 
God in vain,turning it into wantonneſs ; 
crucifying the Son of God afreſh ; 
tempting, grieving the Holy Spirit ; 
hardly forſaking my beloved fin for thy 
ſake, who haſt freely given thy only 
Son for zzize that carefulneſs, that clear- 
ing of my ſelf, that indignation, that 
fear, that vehement defire that - zeal, 
that revenge, that watchfulneſs, refol- 
ving, and ſtriving againſt fin, im- 
proving all” advantages for aging 
| an 
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and ſubduing it, I find not that 1s 
wrought in thoſe who ſorrow after a god- 
Ly fort : nor applying my ſelf with all 
earneſtneſs to the only means of Pardon 
and Reciliation in the Goſpel. 

Time and ſtrength would fail me, to 
repeat how oft I am partaker of Family, 
National, Church, other mens ſs ; 
by ſetting an ill example, by provo- 
king, conſenting to, conniving at, coun- 
tenancing, permitting ſz,where I might 
correct or hinder itz hating my brother 
in my heart by ſuffering ſin upon him. By 
delightful ſociety with evil doers, ta- 
king pleaſure 1n that which ſhould be 
the cauſe of my humiliation, to ſee 
them pave the way to Hell with their 
own hands; making that matter of ſport, 
which nothing but the dearcft drop of 
the hearts blood of God could expiate 3 
laughing at that which makes damned 
Souls ſhed rivers of tears : they ſhall be 
damned that have pleaſure in unrighteouſ- 
zeſs. ' By not ſeeking the things of 
Chriſt as my own, not preferring Je- 
ruſalem above my chief. joy : not ha- 
ving the care of the Church Iying up- 
D 4 ON 
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on me. My heart trembles not for fear 
of the Ark ; nor is my Soul vexed from 
day to day with their unlawful deeds 
among whom TI live. Oh how little do 
1 zourn for the ſufferings of others, for 
the ſigns of Gods anger, for the ſins of 
the times when do I go apart and 
mourn for Ezglands crying abominati- 
ons, or look upon London, Ah ſinful 
City, and weep over it ? 

And oh the infirmities, 1mperfeQt- 
ons,. iniquities of my holy things! Oh 
how much careleſne(s, unpreparednelſs, 
impenitency, unbelicf, pride, of} anng 
fie, unſpiritualneſs, earthlineſs, forma- 
lity, ſlightneſs, deadneſs, hearleſsneſs, 
diſtration , indiſpoſition, wearineſs, 
want of reliſh, attends my attendance 
on ſo great a Majeſty / Unanſwerable 
walking, reſting in the meer oziſede of 
Duty, when I do not enjoy Communi- 
on with thee in them? 

And dare ſuch a guilty, abominable 
ſenner (it down with thee at thy Table ? 
ſuch a Dog, that hath ſo often returned 
to his Vomit, go and take that which 
is ſo. holy? ſucha Swine wallowing - 

| tne 
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the mire, have to do with thoſe preci-- 
ous pearls, that have ſo often trampled 
them under my feet ; either careleſly 
neglecting, or unworthily receiving 
thoſe holy myſteries rather defying 
then adoring thee, by bringing ſach 
troops of my Saviours profeſſed enemies 
Cunrepented fins) along with me; as 
if I camenot to commemorate, but to re- 
mew his paſſion, to Crucifie him afreſh, 
Oh I have much reaſon to fear I am 
guilty of the Body and Blood of the Lord, 
by eating and drinking unworthily; 1n 
that I have not hungred and thirſted 
after, nor partaken of it-fo oftex as my 
neceſtities, and opportunities required 3 - 
nor approached zt with ſuch a ſolemn-: 
preparation, examination, . humiliation, - 
and cleanſing the ſecrets of my * heart 
from all fin 3 nor renewed the Covenant. 
couditions, Faithand Repentance 5 nor 
received it with that reverent behaviour, - 
and thoſe inward diſpoſitions '; #nor- 
been ſo eſpecially careful i making good 
my Covenant Engagements, and Reſoluti- 
ons, as becomes a worthy Communicant. 
Oh how can ſuch a loathfom wretch- 
FO 
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oo to be entertained by thee in ſo near 
a Communion, that cannot expect, 
that am below the leaſt good look from 
thy gracious Eye? Oh how dare ſuch 
a vile miſcreant preſume to drink of 
the Cup of Bleſſing, who have deferved 
ſuch a Curſe from thy hands, as that 
thou ſhouldſt hurry me to the Bar of Fu- 

ice, and not admit me to the Seals of 
the Covenant of Grace: to be covered 
with ſhame and confuſion of face, while 
thy Children come with boldneſs, and. 
preſent themſelves before thee, arrayed 


xn the righteouſneſs of thy Son: whilſt 


they are lifting up their heads with joy, 
knowwng the time of celebrating their 
Redemption draweth nigh; I may be 
hiding my ſelf m the Dens and Rocks 
of the- Monntains, ſaying, fall oz me 
and hide me from the Face of hins that 
fts.0n the Throze : Dragged away by 


curſed Fiends to the place of Torment, 


wah hideous ſhricks to an innumera- 
ble company of Devils and. damned 
Souls ; inſtead of going to the Houſe 
of God, the Aſſembly of his people, 
with the voice of joy, and gladneſs, with 

| A 
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a multitude that keep holy day. While 
the Son: of Righteouſneſs riſes with 
healing 1n his wings unto thoſe that fear 
thy name; thy wrath may burn againſt 
me as fire, and conſume me as ſtubble. 
The day of joy and gladneſs, feaſting 
and rejocying, Sacrifice and Attone- 
ment to thy ſ{incere Servants, may be a 
day of wrath and trouble, darkneſs, and 
gloomineſs, diſtreſs and deſolation to 
me while they with joy of heart are 
ſaying, come let us go unto the Houſe of 
the Lord ; oh our feet ſhall ſtand within 
thy Gates, O Sion, thy Courts, O God! © 
I may ſay, the great day of his wrath is * 
come, and who ſhall be able to ſtand 2 In 
ſtead of holding out the Golden Scep- 
ter, thou. mightel[t break me with a rod 
of Iron, and daſh me in piceces like a 
 potters Veſſel: while they are rejoy- 
cing and giving honour to thee at the 
Supper, 1 might lie under the wrath of 
the Lamb, lifting up mine eyes in Hel}, 
begging a drop. of water 80 cool my 
Tongue. I might fee them fit down 
with the King at his Table, and mt j 
ſelf thruſt out into that place where 1- 
nothin? 
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| nothing but weeping, and wailing, and 


gnaſhing of teeth.” Thou art ready to- 
entertain thoſe that are biddez, but I 
am not worthy, For making light of thy: 
Proviſion and Invitation, preferring the 
things. of the World before it, thou 
mayſt juſtly ſay, 1 ſhall never taſte of 
thy Supper : orifI-go, it might be not 
for- the better, but for the worſe ; IT 


might meet with a frown inſtead of a 


ſmile 3- a blow, a breach, a- curſe, in- 
ſead* of a bleſſing, Fhou mayſt in-- 
ſtead of Bread, give me a Stoze ;, for the 
Cup of the New Teſtament, a Cup of Wrath 
and Trembling. Thou --mayſt turn my- 
heart-into a ſtone, inſtead of turning my 
heart of ſioze into a: heart of fleſh; the 
bread of life may be to: me a ſtone of 
ſtumbling; and a Rock of offence, to- 
fall: on me and grind me to-powder. 
For my going aſide from thee, and de- 
filing-my ſelf : the Wize that comforts. 
and makes worthy. Receivers fruitful in 
grace, may*be unto me as the water of 
Fealouſie 3 bitter within my Bowels, 
cauſing- my Belly to ſwell, and my 
Thigh to rot.z and I may bea curſe a- 
mMOoNg- 


. fin 
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mong the people. Hs blood might be 
laid to my charge for my condemnation, 


 fealing up all my other fins; inſtead of Þ} 
being ſprinkled upon 'my Conſcience, to | 


humble me for, and cleanſe me from all 


Behold I am v3le,viler than the earth, 
but look upon ##e in thy Sor, and thou 
wilt love me, and be well pleaſed with. 
me 3 mine only hope is 1n that grace 
and mercy made known in and through 
þim: I. have broken thy commands, 
but he hath fulfilled them; affronted 
thy Juſtice , but he hath ſatisfied 
itz deſerved thy wrath, but he 
hath endured it; the chaſtiſement of 
my peace was upon him, let the me-- 
rit of his righteouſneſs be upon me, and: 
by his ſtripes let me be healed, His 
Blood is my only refuge, oh let it be 
my attonement, or I periſh _— 


_ Wherefore didfſt thou ſhed 78, but te: 


ſave finners? Remember not what. I 
have done againſt thee, but what he 
hath done and ſuffered for we... Oh- 
when I conſider thy greatneſs- and my 
unorthineſs,. thy purity and my unclear - 


nejs,. 
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refs, thy glory and my ſhame, 1 am-con- 
founded, and diſcouraged; but when I 
conſider thy mercy and wiſdom, boun- 
ty and goodneſs, ' readineſs to forgive, 
and defire to-impart thy ſelf unto thy 
Servants; then I am excoxraged to come 
with boldneſs unto thee. Thou never 
deſpiſedſt him that called upon thee; 
or forſook any that abode in thy fear : 
It was never known that any whotruſt- 
ed in thee were ever confounded. Oh 
reſpeG not the greatneſs of my offences, 
but of thy goodneſs - though I have fo 
often broken »zy part of that Covenant 
the Sacrament Seals, yet be thou plea- 
fed to-make good #hize, to be merciful 
to- my unrighteouſnes, and to remember 
my fins and my iniquities no more. 
Fhou knoweſt how intolerable a thing 
it is to lie under thy wrath to all eterni- 
ty, and therefore loveſt to do miracles 
of mercy, becauſe thou lovelt not that 
a ſinner ſhould periſh, Have mercy 
upon me according to- the multitude 
ofthy tender mercies, blot out my tranſ- 
greſhtons; waſh me throughly from 
mine iniquities,, and cleanſe me own 

all 
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all my defilements, with the merit and 
virtue of that Blood which thou haſt fo 
abundantly ſhed for penitent ſinners 3 
that I may with an undefiled Soul eat 
of the pureſt Sacrifice, the Lamb ſhin 
from the beginning: ſo ſhall I have no 
ſpot im me, for which thou wilt judge. 
me at thy Table, or condemn me at thy 
Tribunal. 
| Being in Chriſt reconciled unto me, 
give further evidences of thy fatherly 
affeftion, by beſtowing a double por- 
tion of thy grace upon me, now thou 
calleſt me to this Ordinance 3 and:who 
1s ſufficient for theſe things ? I have net- 
ther a #zeet Sacrificeto ate, nora cet 
veſſel to receive thee. I know not what 
to ſay, or do; how to pray, or receive, 
prepare, or behave my ſelf;not ſufficient 
ofmy felf,tothink any thing asof my ſelf, 
but my ſufficiency is of thee; the prepa- 
ration of the heart, and- anſwer: of the 
tongue 1s from theez the God, the promi- 
fer,thegiver of grace,as-well as glory; that 


Invites all to come unto thee; with: af- 


ſurance of fmding with, and receiving 
from thee, whatſoever is requiſee Jos 
F their 
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their refreſhment,ſupport, and comfort 5: 
Ho, every one that thirſteth, come ye to- 
the waters; and he that hath no Mony, . 
come ye, buy and eat ;, yea, come buy wine 
and milk without mony and without pricc. 
Thou prepareſt a Table for us in this 
Wilderneſs, where we eat of thy own 
Bread, and drink of thy own Cupz O- 
mitteſt no expreſſion of tender love to. 
treat us as a molt indulgent Father. But 
fhall the time of - receiving come, . be- 
fore thou comeſt into - my Sou], to ſtir 
up thy graces in me 2 Canſt thou that 
fo loved me,who was of no worth, while 
yet in-my (ins, as to die for me, zegle? 
me in thee > \ now I have given my felf 
unto thee ? ſhall I, whoſe only hope is 
to be ſaved by Chriſt, be ſent away 
with the gyz/t, inſtead of the comfort of 
his blood > Oh of his fulneſs let me re- 
ceive,. and grace for grace; let thy 
Spirit help mine infirmities, thy grace 
be ſufficient for me, thy ſtrength be 
made perfe&, more eminently manifeſt 
in weakneſs. Array me with the righ- 
teouſneſs the Saints are clothed with, 
' put upory me-the Lord Jeſus; let me be 
It found - 
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found having on a Wedding Garment at 
the Wedding Supper 3 ſuch a preparati- . 
| on of Soul as may qualifie me for it,fuch 
a degree of reverence and humility, ſa- 
ving knowledge, godly forrow, renewed 
repentance, new obedience, lively faith, 
#unfeigned love, joy and thankfulneſs, holy 
deſires, ſelf-denial, ſuitable, ſolemn, hea- 
venly meditations, as becomes a worthy 
Communicaut, O thou true food of my 
Soul / receive me, who am to recieve 
thee 3 quicken me with thy Spirit, feed 
me with thy Fleſh, fatisfie me with thy. 
Blood, vouch-fafe me thy Grace, com» 
municate to me thy Nature, let me re- 
ceive life from thee to a& and live unto 
thee, who meaſureſt not thy gifts by our 
petitions, or deſerts, but our warts, and 
thy own mercy. 


ny: - - 
Earneſt Supplication for Requi- 
 » fite Qualifications. 


TO go to that Ordinance which re- 
 # quires all imaginable livelineſs 
and aGtivity with dull and: cloudy at- 
fetions, will be my fizz, and an aggrava- 
tion of it, if through want of diligent 
endeavour I get not my Soul afte&ted 
and inflamed, by ſtirring up the Graces 
of God in me; and whither ſhall I go 
for this but unto the, thee author, and 
finiſher of them: 2 how ſhall I do it but 
by thee 2 O do it for me. 

AﬀeCt my heart with an 
awful reverence, and ſelf a- Holy Reve- 
baſement, upon my ſo near rTe1e and 
approach unto thee in this Hil: 
ſolemn Ordinance ; towards 
the greatneſs of thy Majeſty, with 
whom [ there come to renew my Co- 
_ venant; towards the excellency of thy 
Son, whom I come to receive into my 
Soul; towards the holineſs of thy Spt- 
zit, whoſe aſſiſtance I hope for, and by 
whom 


; 
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whom TI come there to be eſtabliſhed in 
my Union and Communion with Chriſt 
and his Members. Oh how durſt I who 
am nothing but folly and infirmity, mi- 
ſery and fin, ſhame and death, preſume 
to come ſo nigh ( for behold the Hea- 
ven of Heavens cannot contain ) thee 
unleſs thou haſt izv:z#ted, and comman- 
ded me? If ſo much SanCtity, Reve- 
rence, and Devotion was requilite as ta 
the Ark, the Temple, the receiving thy 
Law; Oh how ſhall I behave my ſelf 
now I go to receive thy very ſelf; or 
Communicate with thee, that deſerves not 


| to: come before thee? Oh how Humble 
ſhould T be, who am to receive a gift of 


free grace 2 Was he Humble that was all 
Purity, and ſhall I be Proud who am 
ſo defiled? The high and lofty one 
dwells not in a haughty heart, but with 
him that 1s of a contrite, humble ſpirit : 
nor will he that humbled himſelf to the 
death, be taken into a proud Soul. O 
that I may therefore have Grace, where- 
by I may ſerve thee acceptably, with 
reverence,and godly fear, and be cloath- 
ea, not only with the Righteonſneſs, but 
umility 
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Humility of Chriſt 5 be low and mean,. 


baſe and vile in my own eyes: Iamnot 
worthy to be called thy Son, (make me 
as one of thy meaneſt Servants,) nor of 
one of the loweſt room at thy Table ; 
O give my fins thy pardon, my Soul thy 
grace, my perſon and fervice thy ac- 
ceptance in thy beloved 3 and what thou 
dolt convey, ſeal to me by what I am 
to receive. 
Without Knowledge the Saving 

Heart, the Duty cannot be Kzowledg. 
good 5 but the Covenant 


ttiou haft made with thy people is, they. 


ſhall all know thee from the leaſt to the 
greateſt. O let me come with Know- 


ledg of the nature, neceſſity, uſe, and- ' 


ends of the Ordinance, Dire& me how 
to behave my ſelf at, and meditate up- 
on thoſe Divine myſteries, that I may 
not be a blind offerer, nor bring a blind 
offering ; but offer unto thee a lively 
Sacrifice, holy, acceptable and reaſona- 
ble Service 3 that IT may receive with 
underſtanding, diſcern the Lords Body 3 
look into the myſteries of the Sacra- 


ment, leſt not knowing the weaning, 


feel 


Requiſite Qualifications. 6g 
feel not the comfort of it 3 but be ali- * 
enated and eſtranged from thee through 
| the ignorance that is in me. 
That I may eat the Paſsover with 
bitter herbs, give zee a deep ſerſe 
Godly of my own vileneſs and unworthz- 
Sorrow. eſs ; take away this Heart of 
” Stone and give me a Heart of 
Fleſh, that I may loath my ſelf in my 
own light for mine iniquities, and for 
mine abominations; be filled with 
ſhame and ſorrow, hatred. and indig- 
nation againſt my ſelf, for my Fn, 
ing ſo good and gracious, ſo-loving and 
bountiful a Father, Redeemer and San- 
Aifier: That IT may look upon him 
whom I have pierced,. and mourn for 
him, with deteſtation and holy re- 
venge againſt thoſe zvy ſez:s that coſt him 
| ſodear, were the cauſe as well as any 
other mens, of . his death, and would 
have coſt me damnation; abominatin 
them as the ſcourges and thorns, nails 
* and ſpear that afflicted, Cruciftied my 
deareſt Saviour, the Lord of Glory. 
The day of mourning for him 1s at 
hand, Oh that I may then ſlay my 


moſt 


To Earneſt Supplication for 


moſt beloved Luſts! be revenged on | 
them for it, and for their endeavouring | 


to rob me of my ſpiritual Birth-right, 
my eternal Bleſſedneſs. Let me call to 
mind, and be truly ſenſible of every 
fin, and of the evil of it ; and of thine 
and my Saviour's love manifeſted to me 


in his ſufferings. There where he ap- 


pears moſt Bloody, let fir appear moſt 
deadly; that I may receive. a broken, 
bleeding Chriſt, with a broken contrite 


 Rdleart ; a Sacrifice thou wilt not deſpiſe, 


O God, prepare in me; that being 
weary and heavy laden, I may be capa- 
ble of his refreſhment ; being watred in 
my own tears, I may be fitter to be 
waſhed in his blood. 
And ſeeing thou giveſt thy ſelf only 
to thy Diſciples and Friends ; 
New Obe- work in me freſh purpoſes 
dience, of amendment; that being 
willing and obedient, I may 
eat the. good of the Ordinance. Let 
there be conformity, that there may be 
Communion, let me not put that new 
Wine into an old impure,but new Heart. 
I cannot eat the-Paſs-over and ſtay in 


Egypt 


2 


= Fw... 


oo 
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Egypt ſtill;let medo it with my Los girt, 
ready tomarch toward the promiſed land. 
Thou confirmeſt thy Covenant, and ex- 


"peRteſt I reſtipulate with theezthat I caſt 


out and execrate the old Leven. Seeing 
the Coverart of Grace ſealed, let me ſeal 
a Covenant of Obedience;ſecing by the me- 
rit of Chriſts death I am purchaſed to be 


_ thine, by the power of it, let me be dead to 


ſio, and receive the hfe of Grace, and 
change my Life and Converſation;let me 
bring a wounded heart to,and carry woun- 
ded ſins from thy Table ; die to ſ-,feeing 
Chrift died for filet me take him by way 
of Surety, and give up my ſelf to him by 
way of ſurrender 3 receive him as a Sa- 
viour, and ſubmit to him as a Prince 3 
ſet my ſelf apart for thee on that' Feaſt 
of Dedication, Let me approach with 
the moſt ſincere, fixed reſolutions of an 
intire refignationz and receive ſuch 
grace and ſtrength from thee, as may 
enable me faithfully to perform them z_ 
that | may find my ſelf in the number of 
thoſe to whom my Saviour allows ſuch 
ſpecial manifeſtationsof himſelf, by lift- 
ing up thelight of his A 
them 


& 
$4 
| 
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them, by intimating his good will and } 
love to them, his fulneſs and righteouſ- | 
neſs for them, as ſhews his conſtant | 
abode with them. 
Let no praphane or unſea- 

ſonable thought enter into my Purity. 
mind while I am about that | 
holy Solemnity 3 let me lay afide, leave 
behind me, and be kept from all car- 
nal, earthly vain thoughts and imagi- 
nations; drive away all drowſineſs, care- 
leſneſs, ſloathfulnefs, negligence of Spt- 
ritz that I may wholly contemplate 
upon, and give up my ſelf unto him, 
who Sacrificed his Soul and Body for 
me'; and come before thee with ſuch 
reverential hungering, and holy affe&i- 
ons; as is due to the Hand that reach- 
eth, to the Seal that ſecureth, to the 
Food that ſtrengthneth that ſpzritual life 
in us, without which we can never be 
happy- - O thou that calleſt me unto 


| thee, let thy compaſſion pity my vile- 


neſs; let thy mercy pardon my finful- 
neſs ; let thy grace cleanſe my filthineſs; 
let thy wiſdom enhghten my darkneſs ; 
let thy ſtrength ſupport my ys 
adorn 
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adorn me with a Wedding Garment, the 
righteouſneſs of thy Son, and holineſs 
of thy Spirit ; that all my nakedneſs 
may be covered, and my great defor- 
 mities hid from thine eyes: pardon me 
by thy mercy, that I may receive thy 
grace , and fit me by thy grace, that I 
may receive thy mercy; help me ſo to 
accuſe my ſelf, that thou mayſt acquit 
me ; ſo to judge and condemn my 1elf, 
that thou maiſt abſolve me; ſo to ex- 
erciſe a holy revenge upon my ſelf, that 
thou maiſt ſpare me. Let thy Spirit - 
be thy Harbinger toprovide entertain- 
ment for thy Son in my Soul, that he 
may find 1t ſwept of fin, and garniſh'd 
With grace; make it day in my Soul 
by hopes and deſires, beforel there re- 
ceive the Sun of Righteouſneſs. 
Faith is thy own gitr, as well 
as Chriſt; I believe, Lord help Faith. 
my unbelief , that I may 
ſpripkle my Soul and Conſcience with 
his blood ; notonly look upon, and re- 
member, but cloſe 1a with, and receive 
him there tendred 3 Eat his Fleſh, and 
drink his Blood ; apply uu as takin? 
| O.1 
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on him our ature, and giving it as a 
F ranſom for ſin; that I may not ſtag- 
| ger at the Promiſe through unbelief, 
but be ſtrong in Faith, giving glory to 
God ; being fully per{waded that what - 
thou haſt promiſed thou wilt perform. 
When I ſee Bread and Wize upon the 
Table, let me ſee Chriſt there as a Feaſt 
in token of my Reconciliation with 
thee, and on the Croſs 2s a Sacrifice, 
offering up his Body and Blood to thee: 
obſerving the Bread broken, let me ſee 
Chriſt Crucified for and offering himſelf 
. unto me : upon the Wize pouring out, 
It me behold how his blood was pou- 
red forth for my ſins, As I receive Bread 
and Wine for bodily ſuſtenance. fo cauſe 
me to feed on, digeſt and improve his 
Body and Blood ; having the ſame ex- 
peation of Spiritual and Eternal life 
from him, thatT have of temporal life 
from my food. Let me eat not only 
the Bread of the Lord, but the Bread 
which 7s the Lord; that as by my ſen- 
ſes I receive the Elements to my Corpo- 
ral, ſo by Faith I way receive and ap- 
ply him to my Spiritual nouriſhment. 
| | Let 
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Let the Ordinance be a lively reſem- 
blance, remembrance, and application 
of the ſufferings, and earneſt of the 
Supper of the Lamb. Let Chriſt beſo 
lively ſet forth, as it Crucified before 
my eyes, dying for me: that beholding 
and imbracing him, and even putting 
my fingers into the print of the nails, 
in his hands and feet, and thruſting my 
hand into his fide; I may be ſofully per- 
ſwaded of his ſuffering for me, that I 
may not be faithleſs but believing ; ſay- 
ing, my Lord and my God, he loved me 
and gave himſelf for me my beloved is 
mine and I am his, O that I may ſo 
touch him, as T may find and feel 
ſtrength, peace and virtue come from 
him, and be healed of all my unclean- 
neſles 3; that they may not be unto 
death but unto the glory of thy mercy in 
pardoning, and grace 1n purifying {o pol- 
lated a Wretch, That it may be the 
food, the feaſt of my graces; the poi- 
ſon, the Funeral of my corruptions. 
Let me ſo feed upon his bleſſed Body, 
and bathe my Soul 1n his precious Blood, 
that my Soul may magnifie the Lord, 
2 and 
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and my Spirit rejoyce in God my Savi- 
our 5 whom having not ſeen I may 
love, in whom though now I ſee him 
not, yet believing, I may rejoyce with 
joy unſpeakable and full of glory. 
Circumciſe my heart to love 

Love. thee with all my Soul, and with 
all my ſtrength. Let my heart 

be raviſhed with this infinite mercy in 
thee to [inful miſerable man, m contri- 
ving and giving ſo glorious a Redeemer 
and Redemption to fave him 3 and now 
in preſenting us with ſuch ſpecial Seals 
of his love,and admitting us into ſo near, 
ſoholy a Communion : For this let me be 
conſtrained into love to thee, and thy 
Sor,, and to man for his ſake; and into 
a ſtedfaſt vow of living and dying to 
thy ſervice ; that I will give, and for- 
ive, do-and ſutter any thing for thee, 
Let me be filled with holy Rapturee, 
joys and- hopes in this thy ſo great 
a goodneſs, which having done this, 
will deny me nothing, (and maugre the 
rage and malice of hell) not ſce my 
ſoul loſt, for whom all this 1s done. 
Oh let me meet with ſtrong cndear- 
_ ments 
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ments of AﬀedGions ; melting and flow- | 
ing over towards thee, languilhing with 
deſires to enjoy thee, even turned into, 
made up of love for thee; that I may 
be the Diſciple whom thou Yoveſt, and 
laid inthy Boſom. O deal with me as 
thou often doſt with them that draw 
neer to thee : though 1 burn not with 
ſo hot a flame, yet through thy grace 
I crave it of thee; that I may partic1- 
pate with,and be numbred among't {uct 


ervent Lovzrs. If I cannot ſay I am 


ſick, of ove, yet T am ſick that Þ cannot 
Iave thee, There wilt thou give me thy 
love; admiſſion to more familiar fel- 
lowſhip with thee, clearer manifeſtati- 
ons, ſenſible feeling and aſſurance of 
thy love and affection unto me, that 
I am beloved of thee. Give megrace 
to love the Lord Jeſus in fincerity ; let 
him dwell in my heart by Faith and 
Love ; that being rooted and groun- 
ded in Love, I may be able to com- 
prehend with all Saints, what 1s the 
breadth, and length, and depth, and 
heigth, and to know the love of 
Chriſt which paſſes knowledge : that 
K 3 the 


abt $ 


78 Earneſt Supplication for 
the remembrance of him may pierce 
me with grief, tranſport me with love, 
captivate my will, engage all my af- 
fections to him and for him. And let 
me know that I am paſſed from death 
to life, becauſe I love the Brethren. 
Shed abroad thy Love in my cold frozen 
heart, and inflame jt with fervent af- 
fections to. thee and thine, While my 
love 1s burning towards thy ſelf, O 
how can it chooſe but be imparted to 
thy Friends, who. ſincerely love thee, 
.and on whom thou haſt ſet thy heart, 
and ſhed thy Love, and to whom thou 
haſt given thy Spirit, whereby they 
are made like unto thee 2 They muſt 
needs be lovely in my eyes, to whom 
Chriſt is precious, O let me not come 
to this love-feaſt with a bitter, but cha- 
ritable ſpirit ! Purge out therefore, the 
old leven of Malice, which will ſower 
the Ordinance to me, Oh that our Fa- 
ther in Heaven may look down upon 
his Children feaſting together 1n mu- 
tual love and delight, in the remem- 
brance of all that love he hath ſhewn 
us, and joyful expeftation of what 
further 
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farther he hath promiſed to us. 
Let me not fit ſad and 

dejected, as if I liked Foy and thanky- 
not the Proviſion, or £872"g- 
thought my ſelf not wel- 

come, Make this rea], magnificent, ſo- 
Jemn, ſumptuous Feaſt, theſe Caeleſtial 
Viands wherewith thou feedeſt thy 
people, by thy gracious comfortable 
diſcoveries of thy {e}f, a ſpiritual Ban- 
quet unto my Soul, a Feaſt of fat things, 
a Feaſt of Wine on the Lees, of fat 
things full of Marrow, of Wine on the 
Lees well refined ! Do not only ſtand 
and knock, but open the door of my 
heart; voachafe to come in and a- 
bide with me; that there may be a 
chearful, comfortable converſe : ſup 
with me and let me ſup with thee, that 
I may be abundantly ſatisfied with the 
fatneſs of thy houſe, ( feel and find a- 
bundance of Soul-ſatisfaftion reached 
out to me in the Ordinance) and do 
thou make me drink of the River of thy 
pleaſure : quench my thirſt after carnal 
and let me be filled with Divine plea- 
ſares, raviſhments and contentments 
E 4 flowing 


flowing fromthe inexhauſtible fountain 
of Divine Plenty. Let my Soul be 1a- 
tisfied as with Marrow and Fatnefs, and 
my mouth praife thee with joyful lips. 
Let me come before thee with thank(- 
g1Vving, and praiſe thee with my whole 
heart. Let there be Angels work at 
Angels food ; make me joyfull in thy 
houſe of Prayer. By and for him let 
me offer the Sacrifice of Praiſe to God, 
the fruit of my lips, giving thanks unto 
hisname in the great Congregation, and 
praiſe thee among much people. 
Thou art ready to give bread to the 
hangry, to fill them with 
Spiritual good things; and the wa- 
Hungcr ter of life to him that 1s a- 
and thirſt, thirft,Thou art not ſtrait- 
ned in thy {elt , butI am 
ſtraitned in my own Bowels 3 the 
caefire and the meat, the neceſſity and re- 
lief, are all from thee. O thou that pro- 
videſt Food, givealſoa Stomach! bid,and 
make me welcom:; ſay, eat, O Friend 3 
drink, yea drink abundantly, O belo- 
ved ! Ocreate and ſtir up in me earneſt 
longings and a Spiritual Appetite 3 _ 
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I may come to be made partaker of the 
good things thou haſt prepared for me, 
with enlarged affections, and longing 
deſires after, anſwerable to my need of 
the Ordinance,and Chrilt offered in it, as 
fall nouriſhment for my Soul-under the 
forms of Bread and Wine; and with 
ſtrong expectations to receive him, and 
hisbenefits, with deſire let me deſire to: 
eat this Paſsover; open my mouth: 
wide that thou mayſt fill it: As:the Hart 
panteth after the water-brook, ſo let 
my Soul pant after thee, O God. 


(82) 
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' ND now, O gracious God, leave- 


: me not to the dulneſs, the dead- 
neſs, the hardneſs, the 1mpenitency, 
the unbelief; the: barrenneſs, the earth- 
lineſs, the 3mpotency,. the diſtraftion 
of my. own. Heart ! O enrich the Ordi- 
ance with thy own Preſence. While the 
King fitteth at his Table let my Spike- 
ard ſend forth.the ſmell thereof. Def- 
cend into my heart by the excitations of 


thy. grace, and influences of thy joy 3. 


and let me aſcend unto thee by the ex- 
erciſe of grace, and pious addreſſes. A- 
| wake thou North-wind, . and come thou 
South, blow. upon my Garden, that the 
ſpices. thereof may flow out , make 
every grace in my Soul lively, active, 
and fragrant; . by the breathings and 
Inſpirations of thy holy Spirit: O a-- 
bide with me, becauſe it. draweth to- 


wards the time of Receiving 3 what. do I. 


there if thou be not there 2. If thy pre- 


ſence go not along with me, carry ae not- 
| bence- 
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hence, Let Chriſt appear unto, and be 
known of me 7» breaking of Bread ;, let 
me carry away not only Bread, but 
Light, Life and Health 3 that with open 
face, beholding as in a glaſs: the glory 
( the love, the mercy, and goodneſs ) 
of the Lord, I may be changed into the 
fame Image, from glory to glory, even 
as by the ſpirit of the Lord. Oletme 
remember,. and do thou remember what 
thy Son hath ſuffered, that Imay' be 
thankful, and thou ſo ſexſebly gracious 
unto me,, that I may taſte. and ſee how: 
good the Lord 1s: | | 
[am altogether unworthy of my de-. 
fires 3 but what thou doſt for any, 1s: 
not becauſe they are. worthy, but becauſe 
it pleaſeth thee to do for thine what 
they ask of thee according to thy Wall. 
With what confidence go we to Market: 
with Mozey in our hand? we-doubt'not 


of returning without our errand; O we {| 
would come az: coniidently to thee ex-- 


peCting The: giving out of grace to us, .as: 
it we-were able to purchatle it : for thou: 
haſt bid us come bnyWine and Milk with-- 
out .money,. and. without. price-3.and haſt 


promulſed, 
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promiſed, and art more willing to give 
the Spirit tothem that ask it, then Pa- 
rents Bread to- their Children, which 
they cannot deny, whatever ſhift they 
make for it : our love to our Children 
isbut hatred : our Compaſſhon hardneſs; 
our Bowels, Rocks in compariſon 
of thine to thine. Why then wilt - 
thou not hear me # turneſt thou a 
deaf ear to me? Canſtthou deny me? 
Did any of the ſeed of Jacob ſeek thy 
face in vain? Who ever approach'd to. 
this over-flowing Fountain of ſweetneſs, 
but carried away ſome drops ? or fate 
by ſo:great a flame, and received not 
ſome warmth from it? Why then lies 
my. Soul -ſo cold, ſofrozen, ſfodead be- 
fore thee > O- wilt thou not relieve a 
hungry Bepggar 2 Wilt thou not grant 
the requeſt of an importunatePetitioner?- 
Shall I go away empty from an inex- 
hauſtible Treaſure? Hungry from a 
Feaſt 2. Dry from a Fountain 2 Cold 
from the Sun? Sad and cofffortleſs 
from a Fezſt of Love? Oh! makeit a 
type, and earneſt of our Eternal Ban- 
quet:;. Feed me to-#hat by Faith and _—_ 
an 
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and Seal me toit in"$pirit and Conſcience; 
let me enjoy thy lightſom reviving com- 
pany in this ſtate of abſence and obſcu- 
rity. - Away my Soul from this dark, 
deceitful, vexing World; love not thy 
Diſeaſe, thy Fetters thy Calannties 5 
joyn not with thoſe that take up their 
reſt on this ſide Heaven, ſaying, it 3s 
good to be here. Wois me that I ſo- 
Journ in Meſech; that I dwell 1n the 
Tents of Kedar; that I remain in this 
fintul, polluting place, among a ſtrange 
people, and am kept fo long from my 
Fathers Houſe. O that I had wings like 
* a Dove, then would I flie away and be at 
reſt ; lo then wouldI wander far off, (as 
legs and wings could garry me ) and re- 
main in the Wilderneſs ; I would live 
in the ſolitarieſt place of the Earth, for 
my greater freedom from fin, and en- 
joyment of my God. This flattering, 
vexing World ſhould ſoon feemequit its; 
my baſe heart ſhould ſoon be rid of me, 
rather than undergo their unceſfant 
troubles: I would haſten my eſcape 
from the Windy Storm and Tempeſt. 
O wretched man that 1 am | who ſhall de- 
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liver me from the body of this diath 2 | 


which ſo-oft troubles, grieves, and o- 
verclouds me, diſtrats and hinders me, 
allures and intangles me 2 When ſhall I 
have done trifling'and.dallying, roaving 
and repining, fretting and diſputing 2 
When ſhall I only talk and walk with 
thee ? be compoſed and fixed ;; Spiritu- 
al and Heavenly ; love, chuſe and obey 


thee? 'delight, rejoyce, joy, and glo- 


ry inthee? Oh wher: wilt thou unlooſe 
the cords of this tottering: Text 2: Where 
ſhall this Mzd-wa// crumble into duſt > 
When ſhall my Earthly houſe of this 
Tabernacle be diflolved ?2 When ſhall Il be 
carried to thoſe eternal Manſions ?*'Why: 
& his Chariot fo long in coming? Why 
tarry the wheels of. his Chariot £ Hath: 
| he not ſped? Hath he not divided his 
gifts 2 'Hath-he not obtained his pur- 
chaſe ? Hath he not prepared a place for 
me ? Shall Tever be at home inthe Body, 
and abſent from the Lord ? Make haſte: 
Oh thou- whom my Soul loveth, and: 
come in Glory, as thou firſt cameſt' 1n- 
tumility 3 and conform them tothy {cIF 
in glory, whom thou ge: 

Y 


4: 


ble tothy ſufferings and humility. Keep 
up our Faith, our Hope, and our Love; 
by the exerciſe of zhew let us have our 
Converfation with. thee in Heaven 
and daily. vouchſafe us ſome beams of 


thy direQing, conſolatory light, in this 


our darkneſs ; and be not as a Stranger 
to thy ſcattered Flock, thy diſconſo- 
late Spouſe, in this diſtant ſtate, this 
deſolate Wilderneſs. O ſhew thy ſelf 
more clearly to us; teſtifie to our Souls: 
that thou art our: Head. and Saviour 3. 
that. we abide in thee by the Spirit 
which thou haſt given us, abiding and 
overcoming in us-, and as thy Agent- 
preparing us for eternal Life. Eet not 
our darkneſs, nor thy ſtrangeneſe, feed 


- our odious #zbeliefs nor my corrupt 


habits choak- or ſmother my new. reſo- 
lutions and ſweet meditations. Theſe: 
weak wavering thoughts, theſe faint 
defires,. theſe ſickly affeions in m 

Soul will not live a night, unleſs my 
gracious God interpoſe his power, . pre-- 
ſerve and cheriſh them.. Q ſeeing thou: 
haſt given me to beſtow fome ſmall 
pains on my heart, and to conceive ſome 
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good hopes, let them not be daſht in 
pieces 1n ſo ſhort a moment : ſpread the 
wings of thy Mercy over me, and main- 
tain that, which not I, but thy spirit 
hath wrought in me; let me find all, | 
when I awake, let me be ſtill with thee \ | 
O bleſſed Trinity, to whom be aſcri-. ; 
bed Kingdom, Power, and Glory, now: | 
and for ever. Amen, 
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H, where am I? What doI? all 
| the Children of the Bride-Cham- 
| berareupand ready, and I {lumbringin 

my Bed / Tell me,ye Faireſt, what made 
you fo early, and dreſſed ſo ſoon ? 
| Alaſs, our Lord was up before us all ; he 
| call'd us up by break of day, and won- 
|  dred we were not trimming our Lamps3 
not decking our ſelves, knowing with 
whom we were to meet, to Feaſt to day. 
Our beloved ſpake and ſaid unto us, 
' Riſe up my Love, my fair ones, and come 
| away. This is the day which the Lord 


hath made, we will rejoyce and be glad 

init. How ſhould we welcom it with 

ſufficient joy and thankfulneſs, for the 

approach of ſo great a bleſſing, that 
brings our Saviour ſo near unto us/ 

'Tis too too late; I will ariſe and get 

me ready 5 but where are my Cloaths £ 

/' O how poor, how empty, how naked 

S am I / Oh for a heart full of holy breath- 

ings and defires/ Oh for the graces of 

Knowledge, Faith, Repentance, and 

Humility 2 
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Humility, Love, and Thankfulnefs, y 
and ſincere Reſolutions of new Obedi-J 
ence, to adorn me with ! Where 1s the * 


Wedding Garment, the long white Robe 
of my Saviours Righteouſneſs, to cover 
over my filthy Rags; the coldneſs, di- 
ſtraction, hypocriſie, weakneſs, and 


earthlineſs that attends the beſt of my - 


preparations, and performances ? I am 
never dreſt till they be on. Oh, where 
are they 2 I ſaw them but juſt when 
I went to Bed; What was I then ſo long 
about, but affecting my Soul with the 
love of God in Jeſus Chriſt unto it, and 
decking it with the graces of the holy 
Spirit. 

Ah this vain World, this envious De- 
-v1il, this evil, deceitful Heart, hath been 
diſturbing, ſtealing them out, or hid 
them from me, that nowT am as far to 
ſeek as ever. O whither ſhall I go, what 


ſhall I do to find them? Behold the. 


Bridegroom cometh, and I am not rea- 
dy ? I cannot, dare not go to: day. 
Now will my Lord be angry when he 
comes in, to ſee his gueſts; he looking 
over them will ſay, where is ſuch a one? 


TH > we 
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was he not bidden ? I am ſure TI invited 
him. IfIgo andreſt, he will ask how 
came I in not having on a Wed- 
ding Garment? toeitherT ſhall be ſpeech- 
leſs. Ah fooliſh, careleſs heart! to let 
Earthly entangle thy Heavenly thoughts ;, 
thou knoweſt not now how to unlooſe 


them which! heed and care might have 


prevented - my horrible negligence and 
guiltineſs makes me tremble to go, yet 
not dare to keep away; for where ſhould 
my polluted Soul be waſht, but in that 


Fountain ſet open for ſin and unclean- 


neſs 2 Qh thou that walt in no wiſe caſt 
off him that cometh unto thee 3 difin- 
tangle my thoughts from all things be- 
low, and dreſs me up. as pleaſeth thee z 
over-look my manifold weakneſles and 
imperfections in my preparation 3 if I 
knew nothing by my ſelf, yet were I 
not thereby juſtified ; I have no Righ- 


' teouſneſs of my own, and if I had, I 


would not mention zt before thee; though 
[ were Righteous, and had the greateſt 
fitneſs and perfection a creature 1s capa- 
ble of, yet would I not anſwer thee; I 


would not plead, but ſupplicate 3 not 
ſtand 
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= 


ſtand upon my Right, but petition thy. [ 
Favour; not expect thy Juitice but | 


crave thy pity ; 1 would make ſupplicas | 


tion to my Judge. The Righteouſneſs of \ 


2141 1s not pleadable before a R:ghteous 
God - if thou ſhouldeſt be extream to 


[ 


mark what is done amiſs by the beſt | 


men, 1n the beſt actions, O Lord, who 


could ſtand 2 We are all as an unclean | 


thing, and all ourRighteouſneſs is as fi]- 
thy Rags z my perſon is loathſom and 
abominable; my preparation and bei? 
performances carry in them matter of 
my own death and inditment, except 
thou (oh) cover them with the Robe 
of Chriſts Righteouſneſs, and ſprinkle 
them, with his blood, they can find no 
acceptance with thee. And Oh! thou 
' who for our ſake took({t upon thee our 
paſtions and ſenſibilities, our weakneſles 
and ſufferings ; ſo art become a merciful 
High Prieſt, and pitiful to our infirmi- 
ties, receive a wearied inner, an over- 
burthened Conſcience, an afflicted, pol- 
luted Soul into thy care, cuſtody, and 
cure. The humility and ſorrow, love 
and purity of any Creature, is not fut- 


ficient | 
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ficient to make me worthy to be fed 


| with thy Body, nouriſht with thy 


Blood, united to thee, to dwell and be 
one with thee 3 but what I cannot be 
of my ſelf let me be made of thee, who 
of God art made unto us Wiſdom,Righ- 


_  teouſneſs, SanEification and Redemp- 


tion, Oh weigh thine own, not my 
merit z that I may offer up an Odour 
of a. ſweet ſmell], a Sacrifice acceptable, 
well pleaſing unto thee by Chriſt Jeſus ; 
the life of them that believe, and the 
Reſurretion ofthe dead. Fromhim I 
hope for victory againſt my.ſins,ſtrength 
in duty againſt my weaknefſles, ſuccour, 
in my life againſt temptation, in my 
death againſt deſpair, after death againſt 
damnation. TI, preſume upon thy help, 
not becauſe I have deſerved 3t, for I 
have been an unprofitable ſervant, but 
becauſe thox haſt redeemed me, for thy 
Blood cannot be unprofitable. Help me, 
if not for my miſery which I have de- 
ſerved, yet for thy mercies which thou 
baſt promiſed ; for thy goodneſs ismore 
ready to forgive, than thy power to pu- 
niſh : and thy blood cries louder for 
pardon 
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pardon, than my ſins for puniſhment. 
Thou haſt not yet forgiven ſo much as 
thou haft promiſed, nor promiſed more 
than thou haſt purchaſed. Hath thy 
Blsod ſatisfied for more ſins than I can 
commit, and ſhall it not ſatisfie for thoſe 
T have forſaken and do deteſt > Haſt 
thou purchaſed Mercy for more then re- 
pent, and wilt thou not ſhew 1t onthoſe 
to whom thou haſt-given Repentance ? 
Haſt thou been ſo long calling, that thou 
ſhouldft at leſt reje&t me ? ſo long pro- 
' miſing, Salvation that that thou ſhould(t 
at laſt deny me? Iam thy Debtor for 
thy purchaſe, but thou art xrize for the 
Promiſe, I could not oblige thee by my 
deſert, but thou thaft obliged thy ſelf 
by thy Word. I plead not the werit of 
»1y obedience, but the mercy of the Co- 
wenant, which thy Love and Mercy mo- 
ved thee to make, and thy Trwth tyes 
thee to perform - Free grace matle thee 
a promiſer, and thy promiſe hath made 
thee a debtor. Thou art not more free 
in making promiſes, than faithful in 
making them good : a God that keepeth 


Covenant to a thouſand Generations. 
And 
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And O that I could now 
lay aſide my Body with my The Soul. 


h- Buſineſs ! put off this out= Fixed, 


ward man for a more na- 
ked, inward ſpiritual ſight, that my 
mind might be rendred more ſenfible of 


him; fit to receive a deeper impreſſion 
þ. from his hand, that nothing but him 


might enter in. Away be gon ye wan- 
dring worldly, vain thoughts, for I am 
going to my God: ſtir not up, nor 
diſturb the beloved of my Soul; come 
not near, I charge you, make no noiſe 
to diſpleaſe him, or to call me away 
from entertaining and enjoying of him: 
yea (Lord) bid them be gone, and not 


dare to appear before thee. It 1s the 
'voice of my Beloved, IT hear bim invi- 


ting me to his Table ; I ſee him comin 
to entertain me 3 let all fleſh therefore 
be ſilent, and not be ſo bold as to whitſ- 
per in his preſence, 

Welcome hoiy thoughts and pure de- 
ſires : O happy time wherein I may im- 
brace my S$2vz0xr, and ſolace my ſelf in 
the arms of my dcareſt Love / Awake 


. my Underſtanding, Will, and AﬀeCti- 


ONs 3 
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ons 3 . Awake my Glory, and my Heart ;. | 
awake all ye Powers, Faculties, and | 
Graces of my Soul, and all that is with- } 
in me be ſummoned in, ſtirred up, and |: 
wholly bent to attend this ſervice. My ||. 


coſtlieſt Box of Oyntment cannot be be- 
{rowed better than on my Saviour: my 
greateſt care and caution, love and la- 


bour, than in his Ser- | 


An inflamed vice. 


with Love. And how ſhall I put. 
my heart into a flame of 


Love, a frame to meet him, better than 
by conſidering the wonders of his love, 
unto me 2 Oh how free, unmerited, diſ- 
intereſted! preventing not only our 
deſires, but our kyowledge, ſurpaſſing 
our wiſhes, as well as our deſerts. 

He loved us firſt, Had we deplored 
our Apoſtacy, implored his Grace, re- 
formed our ways, returned before invi- 
ted, made the firſt overtures of Recon- 
ciliation with him ; this had carried 
ſomething of inducement for procuring 
his love: But that he who had received 
the 7zjury, ſhould addreſs himſelf to 
him that did zt ; that the offended party 
ſhould 


! 


o 
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ſhould pray and beſeech the offender to 


| be reconciled ? that he whoſe right was 


to puniſh , ſhould firſt offer terms of 
grace and pardon to them that had done 
himall the wrozg, and make Compen- 
ſation of it to himſelf! Hereiz is love, 
not that we loved him, but that heloved 
us firſt, even before we had a being ; ſo 
little could we deferve it, that our feli- 
city 1n his decrees, preceded our exiſtence 
in the World. His goodneſs 1s fo intire- 
Iy its own principle, and motive, that 
even our Creation ( ſince which alone 
we could pretend to merit it) 1s the 
effe&t of 1t, as well as our Redemptior. 
When no eye pitied , no perſon inter- 
ceded, no hand could reheve, he vili- 
ted and redeemed xs, unable to add to, 
or diminiſh his Efſential Happineſs. IF 
thou ſtaneſt, what doſt thou unto him? 
If thou be righteous, what gfveſt thou 


; him? our beſt ſervices are dues, not 


tributes; not to advantage him, but 
to diſcharg2 our ſelves; as acknowledg- 
ments we have all from him. He doth 
us good, not becauſe we are, but he 1s 
liberally ſo. The fire we kindle on 

F Gr 
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ons 3 . Awake my Glory, and my Heart | 


awake all ye Powers, Faculties, and 
Graces of my Sou], and all that is with- 
in me be ſummoned 1n, ſtirred up, and 


wholly bent to attend this ſervice, My | 


coltlieſt Box of Oyntment cannot be be- | 


{towed better than on my Saviour: my 
greateſt care and caution, love and la- 
bour, than in his Ser- 
An inflamed vice. | 
with Love. And how ſhall I put 
my heart into a flame of 
Love, a frame to meet him, better than 
by conſidering the wonders of his love, 
unto me ? Oh how free, unmerited, diſ- 
intereſted ! preventing not only our 
deſires, but our kzowledge, ſurpaſiing 
our wiſhes, as well as our deſerts. 

He loved us firſts, Had we deplored 
our Apoſtacy, implored his Grace, re- 
formed our ways, returned before 1nvi- 
ted, made the firſt overtures of Recon- 
ciliation with him; this had carried 
ſomething of inducement for procuring 
his love: But that he who had recezved 
the 7jury, ſhould addreſs himſelf to 
him that did z# ; that the offended party 
ſhould 


| 


us good, not becauſe we are, but he 1s 
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ſhould pray and beſeech the offender to 
be reconciled ? that he whoſe right was 
to puniſh , ſhould firſt offer terms of 
grace and pardon to them that had done 
himall the wrozg, and make Compen- 
ſation of it to himſelf! Hereix 1s love, 
not that we loved him, but that he loved 
us firſt, even before we had a being ; ſo 
little could we deſerve it, that our feli- 
city in hisdecrees, preceded our exiſtence 
in the World. His goodneſs 1s ſo intire- 
Iy its own principle, and motive, that 
even our Creation ( ſince which alone 
we could pretend to merit it ) 1s the 
effe& of 1t, as well as our Redemption. , 
When no eye pitied , no perſon inter- 
ceded, no hand could relieve, he vilt- 
ted and redeemed xs, unable to add to, 
or dimini{h his Eſſential Happinefs. IF 
thou {tnneſt, what doſt thou unto him? 
If thou be righteous, what gtvelt thou 
him ? our beſt ſervices are dues, not 
tributes; not to advantage him, but 
to diſcharg= our ſelves; as acknowledg- 
ments we have all from him. He doth 


liberally fo. The fire we kindle on 
2 £25 
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| Gods Altar, warms and enlightens ws, 
8 || but not Heavez at ſo diſtant a remove 
| || nor 1s wanted in the Region of this Sz, 
which ſhines upon us Dunghils, not 
out of any invitation his Beams find 
there, But becauſe 'tis his Nature to be 
freely, obligingly diffuſive : nor is di- 
ſturbed or loſes its light, but we by 
| turning away our Eyes, or ſending up 
| the black and noyſom Vapors of our 
'| _ Lufts. I cannot but ſtand amazedatthe 
low ſtoop of thy Sacred Majeſty, in 
matching with ſo mean, ſo baſe, fo 
ſtained a Family. Thou took'{t not 
on thee the mature of Angels, but the 
ſeed of Abraham: they are bound in_ 
| chains of darkneſs whilſt thou art draw- 
ing us with cords of Love : Thou ſpa- | 
red{t not them, and ſpared{t not thy 
Son for us. What Admiration and a- 
ſtoniſhment_can anſwer thy boundleſs 
Condeſcention ? that thou ( who hadſt 
married infinitely below thy ſelf, it 
J with the moſt ſpotleſs, ancienteſt, ho- 
| nourableſt houſe of thy Creatures, ) | 
lhou}dſt take polluted duſt and aſhes | 
into thy boſom! yea, thou patleſt by | 
all | 
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all others as nettles and thorns, while 
thy Church 1s in thine eye as the Roſe 
of. Sharon , and the Lilly of the Val- 
leys. 

"He loved ns when Enemies; not only 
when we were not at all, incapable of be= 
ing a motive to his love, but when wor- 
thy of his deteſtation. To have ſpared 
onr lives, had been an unexpected, un- 
deſerved mercy; who finds his enemy 
and {lays him not ? was ever eye en- 
amoured on deformity ? or love ſet up-. 
on filthineſs and putrefaFion ? but be- 
hold! I running away from him, ha- 
ting of him; he loving me, following 


of me, intreating my return 3 I undo- 


| ing, he pitying my Soul; I finding his 
arms open to imbrace me, againſt 
_ whom I was lifting up-my hand ; for 
when we were without ſtrength, Chriſt 
died for the -ungodly 3 and as foul , 
as ugly, as loathſom , as forlorn, as 
ſin could make me, eſpouſed me to 
himſelf; opened his Heart to lodge in 
it, his profeſſed Enemy, that trod him 
under foot: his Bowels yearned toward 
thoſe, who raked into them with their 

E4 bloody 
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bloody hands; his heart burnt with | 


affe&tion to thoſe that cruelly pierced 
itz when we were ſighing and rebel- 
ling, he was dying; when we had the 
weapons 1n our hand, he had the Spear 
in his ſide. Herein God .commended 
his love to us, in that while we were 
finners Chriſt dyed for us ; ſhewed as 
great love and kindneſs to the greates# 
Enemy, as could be ſhewn to the great- 
eſt Friend; and received me not to 
mercy only, but to the exdearment of a 
Sor. That the Gereral ſhould dye for 
the Souldier 5 the Phyſcian for the Pa- 


tient; the Workman tor the Work ; the | 


Paſtor for the Flock; the Maſter for the 
Servant ;, the Juſt for the Qnjnſt; the 
Innocent for the Guilty ; the Shepherd 
for the Sheep z the Prince for the Rebel; 
the Lord of Tory for the Children of 
Diſebedience , hethat was without all 11, 
for him that was without all Righteouſ- 
neſs; God tor Man; to wound a Dar- 
l:7g to ſtanch the blood of a Traztor ; 
for the Jrdge to pardon, and put him- 
ſ:lf into the MalefaFors Cloathes and 

ad, and ſufier for him; to dye for 
thole 


| 
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thoſe that killed him ; and bleed to waſh 


his own blood from their hands that 
ſpilt it; with the kind Balſom Tree, 
whoſe healing wounds weep ſovereign 
Balſom to cure thoſe that made them: 


\ . that he ſhould interpoſe his own Breaſt 


to receivein thoſe Arrows of Vengeance 
aimed at us; and that while profeſſing 
our ſelves his Enemies, and proclaim- 
ing War againſt him; toſpare our lives, 
loſe his own; that he ſhould ſo love 


. Us, asto give himſelf for us, is ſuch a 


ſo lovingus, as makes the higheſt Hyper- 


bole dwindle into a Meiofts. 
He loved us unto Death. No ſooner 


born than perſecuted, nor. circumciſed 


then deſzgn'd for the ſlaughter, Behold 
the God of Heaven, flying in a Womans 
arms, from the rage of a mortal man: 
The God of I/rae! driven to be nurſed 
out of the boſom of his Church. He 
that made the Heaven 'of Heavens, ſub- 
ject to, 1f not bulily working in the 
homely Trade of a poor Foſter-father. 
The owner of all, poſſeſſing nothing, but 
the puniſhment due unto our fins. He 
that commands the Devils to their 
F 3 Chains, 
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Chains , tranſported, and tempted by 
that preſumptuous Spirit. God all-{ut- 
ficient, expoſed to hunger and thirſt, 
wearineſs and danger, grief and con- 
tempt , reproaches, affronts, and ca- 
lumnies ; blafphemed of thoſe whoſe 
God he had always been in a peculiar 
manner; ſtreigtned in the Womb, vex- 
ed in the World, abaſed from the Cratch 
to the Croſs, rejefted by Churles, per- 
ſecuted by Wretches, tempted by Re- 
probates; and yet the Sor of man muſt 
ſuffer many things , beſold and caught, 
bound and dragged, arraignedand con- 
demned, ftript and ſcourged , re- 
viled and beſmeared, pierced and gored, 
and then 7t 7s finiſhed. Thou ſeemeſt 
now ( O bleſſed Redeemer ) to have 
finiſhed in thy Paſſzon, what thou had(t 
continually ſuffered 1n the whole courſe 
of thy life. How many ſlaves under 
the vaſlalage of an exemy, fare better 
than thou, from ungrateful Max whom 
thou cameſt to ſave? Thy whole life 
was but a continual Paſſion, thy Birth 
and Death but one protracted AQ; 
Chriſimas day, and Good Friday but the 
 __ - 8 


4 
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Evening and Morning. of thy Paſſion | 
thou found'ſt a Golgotha even in Bethle- 
hem z others dye Martyrs, but thou 
born one among Beaſts, and lived among 
worle, as well as dyed among thieves. 
Bleſſedneſs is made not Earth only but 
Wo, to bring Earth from Wo to Blef- 
ſedneſs. 

Behold him now ( © my Soul) hang- 
ing upon the Croſs ( and thy fins put- 
ting him into that gore ) ſaying, weep 
z0t for me that endures it, but weep for 
your ſelves that cauſe it; read 1n me 
the cruelty of your fins; ſee how bar- 
barouſly thcy have uſed me, how mi- 
ſerably I am torn and wounded by you: 
how many thorns in this Crown of 
thorns are your fins 2 how my blood, 
with my warmeſt love runs out to fetch 
you home to God, O my Head, my 
Side, my Hands and my Feet / Look 
through theſe gaping wounds, into my 
heart, pierced firſt by Love, and then 
by a Spear for you. Was ever any ſor- 
row, or Lovelike unto mine? Can Ido 
more than dye for you ? will you not 
be perſwaded what an evil and bitter - 
F4--: thing 
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| | thing /iz 18 unto me? Do you not ſee 
if how it rakes into my fide, and tears my 
very heart? how greedily it ſucks my 
- blood; Behold the pits it diggeth, the 
|f/} very print of its Nails, fee the very 
JI) place whereit hath thruſt its ſpear. Canſt 
I | thou hug and imbrace bloody Parricides? 
{hew any: kindneſs to fo deadly an 'ere- 
| 19? harbour them that have uſed me 
' thus? You fay you are my Friends 
| will you not take my part againſt them? 
|} Hhavenotalltheſe wounds mouthsenough 
i | to perſwade you to fall out with ſin? 
ﬀ | Would you have me uſed thus again ? 
| Could you find in your heart to {ce me 


—— TI he POE 9 SCE >, 


| once more upon a Gibbet 2 Will you 
| tear open my wounds ( Crucihe me) 
| afreſh ? Elſe why cannot you be pre- 
vailed with, by this ſight 2 why doyou 


not ſpit intheface of your #5 £ do all 
the deſpite you can unto, revenge me 
perfectly upon them? nail them unto 
| my Croſs, it you would have me 1m- 
| brace you ? | 
[; Oh how ought my ſtony Adaman- 
tine heart to rend in pieces, when all 
thy tortures and groans are for,are from 
us ? 
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us ? And yet as if once were not ſuffi- 
cient, how often do we joyn _ thoſe 
that Crucifie thee afreſh 3 By 1Typocri-- 
fre we bend the knee with ludibrious,. 
with mock-devotion, ſaying, Hail King 
of the Fews. By preſumption, we put & 
Reed in thy hand. We ſmite and buffet 
thee with the Works of darkneſs, ſay-- 
ing, Propheſje who ſmote thee. By Pro-- 
phaneſ5 we ſpit in thy face the corrupti- 
ons of our rotten hearts. By Sacriledee: 
we caſt Lots for thy Garments, By 
Schiſme we divide thy ſeamleſs Coar,. 
( which the rude Soldiers did not } By 
Popularity we waſh our hands as inno-- 
cent, and to.-pleaſe men, condemn thee. 
By unhallowed Cups we give thee gall. 
to drink. By Superſtition we betray 
thee with a kiſs, and deſpiſe thee with. - 
ſeeming honour. By Apoſtacy, we de- 
ny and forfivear thee. By Hereſie , we 
rack and disjoint thee. By the Roarers 
Laughs and Scoſfts,Oaths and Blaſphemes,, 
tear and rend thee. By any commort 
fin, we prefer Barabbas before thee, O- 
were thy pairs ſo light, that we muſt. 
Every day redouble Them ? _ the 

indneſl{ 
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kindneſs, the entertainment thou de- 
ſerveſt? the recompence of thine in- 
eſtimable Love, thus cruelly to vex 
and wound thee? O how can we hope 
to find Redemption by thy blood, while 
we continue by our horrid Crimes to 
make new gaſhes in thy ſide, to rub 
thy wounds afreſh, and cauſe thew to 
ſtream anew, that were even cloſed up 
before 2 an aCt more cruel than the 
ews, Oh! I figh unto thee for want 
of grief for thy grievous ſufferings : O 
that I could turn my ſelf into tears, 
that T might waſh the wounds that I 
have made! ſeeing thou diedſt for my 
{ins, how ought I to deſpiſe my ſelf, 
who have fo cruelly offended and tor- 
nented thee © who am the wery party 
whoſe offenſes have brought thoſe mi- 
ferable torments and death upon thee? 
Oh how muſt this needs 1rreconcile, and 
ingage me to purſue them to death, that 
in the eye of all the World brought ſo 
reat ſhame, and pain, and amazement 
Dn the Lord of Life and Glory ? 
What have my ſins done ? what wounds 
have they made in the Body of my 
Lord 2 


| 
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Lord 2 how were they his Betrayers,his 
Crucifiers, the cauſe of his death 2 Oh 
that all my ſinful paſſions, my corrupt 
affections and inclinations, may now re--. 
ceive their mortal wound , never to: 
live again / Oh, that the thoughts of 
my dying Redeemer, the fight of yon- 
der blood, the ſeeing but the Image of 
his Death, may fill me with Courage 
and Reſolution, attually to mortifie e- 
very Luſt, as before they were virtually 
Crucifhied upon his Croſs, by the meri- 
toriouſneſs of his death! Oh, that T 
may never ſuffer them to live more, 
when I conſider, that, becauſe of them: 
Chriſt dyed ! Oh that I may be prick'd 
and wounded at the heart, when 1n 
that mirror I look upon him whom [I 
have pierced , to the ſhedding of his 
hearts blood / Oh that I may offer up 
unto him the Sacrifice of a broken and 
a contrite heart, for thoſe Sins he made 
his Soul an Offering for ! that Sin may 
not reign in my mortal Body,that I may 
not obey it in the Luſts thereof. 
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And- now what remains, 
Ends in bat that I renew a quick and 
going, Iively ſenſe of the Eds of 
this Right, and of zine in go- 
19g, and what lies hid under the Cere- 
mony ? Oh my Soul? whither art thou 


going 2 what 1s that Table which I ſee 


yonder ſpread for us3 and what 1s thy 


chief defign in going to it 2 what means. 
that broken bread that 1s provided ? 
for what end was thy body Crucified ?- 


do men uſe to drink a Cup of Blood ? 
Qhlet me know the bottom of thismy- 


ftery 3 let me enter into. this ſecret, and 


my own heart's. 

Renouncing my own Righteouſneſs and 
Preparation; in. thy name, merits, 
mediation, ſtrength and righteouſl- 
neſs 3. in obedience to thy command 
and thy Followers Practice 3 to renew 
my Covenant with thee; to comme-- 
morate and be aticted with thy death 3 
to. own- and encreaſe my Spiritual U- 
Mon and Communion: with thee, and 
thy Memaersz to further my joy in the 
Hoy Gnolt, peace of Conſcience, and 
3294s &f cremal Lifes for the nouriſh- 
SHOT 
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ment of my Soul ; to get power againſt 
my ſins; to act, and excite and ftrength- 
en my graces 3 to make freſh applica- 
tions of thy blood ; to have the Cove- 
nant of Grace, with all its Bleſſings | 
ſealed unto me, T1 go unto thy Table, Of | 
ſtir up in me thirſting deſires after, and 
ſtrong Expectations to receive theſe 

blefled exds and berefits; and do thou 


make them good unto me. 


» Oh how weak, how im- 
perfect are my graces here Toſtrength- 
[ ſee and know but in part, #2 ”y #4 
and therefore I love and o- #7 Pat. 
' bey,, but in part. Oh how 
_ many temptations, adverſaries, difficul- 
ties aſſault me! How feldom have I aW1ll 
to do good ? and when I would do good 
evil 1s preſent with me. AII'I am, or 
have, or can do, 1s from thee, ſo due 
unto thee, but all ftill unworthy of thee; 
et how heartleſs and contracted is that 
little al} of ſervice I do thee ? I pray as 
if afraid robe heard, hear, as 1f unwil- 
Img to be faved, communicate as if loath 
& recocive ther, ferve Ther, os if | wonld 
not 
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not pleaſe thee. And therefore go to thy 


Table,where isſet forth proviſion ſuitable 


and ſufficient to nouriſh my inner man; 
| Where are rendred moſt familtarly and 


effeftually his Fleſþ and Blood, meat * 
and drink indeed. Oh! thatI may have | 
ſuch expeQations of Spiritual life from 
him, as I have of Temporal Life from 
my food! and ſo eat his Body and drink | 


his Blood, receive, digeſt, and improve, 
feed upon, and Spiritually apply Chriſt 
as zucarnate and in his ſufferings, that I 


may find and receive refreſhment and: | 
ſweetneſs, quickning ſtrength, and life | 
from him, and may live by him, and | 
m him, and he in me. Oh that by the 
power of thy Spirit accompanying the | 
Ordinance, I may partake yet more 
and more of a new and divine Nature: 
that I may find ſtrength. and vigour | 


diffuſed through my whole man ; and 
receive ſome Communications of that 
Light and Life which Chriſt came into 
the World that his People might have, 
and that they might have 1t more a- 
bundantly, O that his Death and Re- 
ſurreFion may have their power and ef- 

| ficacy 
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ficacy upon me, Crucifying my Luſts 
and Paſhons, and raiſing me up to all 


the a&s of the ping Life; Oh that 


ſomething may be done this day againſt 
my Pride and Paſſion, Worldlinefs and 
Carnality , Hypocrifte and Uncharita- 
bleneſs, Doubtings and Unbelief, di- 
ſtraſtful Fears and Diſcontents, Back- 
wardneſs and Indiſpoſition to,Liſtleſneſs, 
Dulneſs and diſtraction 7 Duty, Oh 
that T may find my Heart thereby 


. drawn nearer to, and carried out with 


more unweartedneſs and chearfulneſs in 
thy Service. Let me come from thence 
with my Pardoz Sezled, my corrupti- 
on75 ſubdued, my graces quickned , 
ſtrengthned , and confirmed ; my heart 
enlarged, my ſoul refreſhed and encou- 
raged to run the ways of thy Com- 
mandmentsz and ſo infeparably united 
to thee, that no Temptation may be 
able to diſlolve the #179; but that be- 
ing begun here in Grace, 1t may be per- 
fect 1n Glory. 
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The Communion 
How painful andinto- 
lerableis the obſcuring 
and interrupting of 
our Onion and Com- 
munion with Chriſt 

our Heaven upon 


To maintain Uni- 
on and Communi- 
on with Chriſt and 
him Crucified. 


Earth? ) Therein we injoy his perſon and 
all comfortablerelations to it : hisdeath;. ' 


and all the ſaving fruits, priviledges, and 
influences of it. To maintain and in- 


creaſe, evidence and injoy it, I receive 


the Cup of Bleſling which we bleſs, the: 
Communion of the Blood of Chriſt ; 
and the Bread which webreak, the Com«- 
munion: of the Body of Chrift ; to my 
Soul, .my Faith, yea even to my out- 
ward Senſes, ſignifies , Seals, and 1n- 
ſtrumentally exhibits my Spiritual Com- 
munion with Chriſt in and through 
his death. Thereby. T partake of, and 
am ſtrengthened in this Fellowſhip. 
with him, as really as I partake of , 
and am nouriſhed by that Bread and- 
Cup. Oh that he being united to me: 
in theſe holy Myſterics, may comfort, 
ze, and cre me in all my ways 5 
an; h!5 Spirit turn me into nis Image, 
| quality, 
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- quality, and likeneſs / Oh that I may 


there find him whom my Soul loveth / 
There are the ſigns , but where's the 
body and blood of my Saviour, the Lamb 
hrs a Sacrifice 2 I go not for the Bread 
and Wine, but fo jee Jeſus. What are 
the Elements. without thy preſence ? O 
what wilt thou give me, if I go fram 


4 thy Table Chriſtleſs? Let him kiſs me 


with the kiſſes of his Mouth, ( af- 
ford Expreſſions of his tender affection 
and reconciliation to my Soul ) for thy 
love 1s better than wine 

If we forſake Commini- To maintain and 
0n with our fellow Mene increaſe Spiritu= 
bers, how can we main- 9% ©#10# and 
tain it with our Head > Common ous 

Chriſts Aem- 


What need then have : jor, 


I (eſpecially zzow, when 
| ſo many diviſions, and 


diſagreements) of, and to that end [ 
g0. to this Ordinance, which tends.ſo 
much to unite and knit together the 
disjoynted Members of Chriſt ; for we 
being many are one Bread and one Bo- 


| dy, for we are all partakers of that one 
Bread; and hereby profels to be one, 


and 
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and to walk as fellow-members in Chriſt } 


with all Chriſtian love and tenderneſs 


towards one another.  Ohlet my heart.| 
be enlarged towards them, my delight. 


be in them, ( for their relation to thee 
and thy Image upon them ) letmeſym- 
athize with, have a fellow-feeling of, 
intereſt my ſelf in their ſeveral ſtates 
and conditions; rejoycing with thoſe 
that rejoyce, and weeping with thoſe 
that weep. Seeing thou haſt ſo loved 
us, let me be perfe&ly reconciled to e- 
very man ; let every ſpark of anger, 
envy, and malice beutterly extinguiſh- 
ed, remembring, he that comes in ha- 
tred to thy Table, is a Judas to Chriſt, 
and a Cazz to his Brother. 
Through the Death of 
T) Commemorate ChriSF my Sins are par- 
Chriff's Death doned , my reconcilia- 
: tion with God obtained, 
his Curſe removed, the enemies of my 
Salvation ſubdued , my Eternal Salva- 
tion and Inheritance obtained, my de- 


liverance from worſe than Egyptiaz Bon- 


dage procured, the new Covenant eſta- 
blithed, all my mercies purchaſed, con- 
veyed 
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| veyed, and SanCtified : yet how un- 


thankful for, how inſenſible, forgetful 


of it am I? ſo greatly ungratefu], as to 
| bury in oblivion the greateſt expreſſion 


of his infinite love : 7-2 honour of him, to 
make a ſolemn reherſal of his famous 
Aqs, to ſpeak of the glorious honour 


of his Majeſty, and to talk of his pow- 


er: I go unto that laſting Monument 
and Memorial, to ſhew forth his death. 
till he come. Oh let me celebrate it 
with an affectionate, fiducial, thank- 
fal, and obediential Remembrance 3 
with a raviſh'd Heart fill'd with a gra- 
cious compoſition of joy and ſorrow , 
love and admiration; with ſuch Re- 
ſentments as. befit fo ſtrange an object, 
that I may deſire, and rejoyce, mourn, 
and tremble, be in ſach a mixture of 
Paſſions as may even intimate the con- 
fuſion that was in the World at his ſuf- 
ferings ; make ſuch deep and laſting 
Impreſſions thereof on my Soul, as 1f 
this were the very day he ſuffered. 
Let me not conclude I have received - 
Chriſt, till I have remembred him, fo as 


to affe&t my heart with /ove to him, de- 
fire 
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fire after him, faith and joy in him, and 

ſorrow for my fins the cauſe of his ſaf-} 
_ fering. Let me think of it as an Hiſto- 
7y to improve my knowledge , as a 
Goſpel to beget my Faith, as an Exam-\ 
ple to provoke my patience, as a bere- 
fit to procure my happineſs. Oh that | 
I may ſo remember him-at his Table, on 
his Croſs, that he may not forget me 
on his Throne, in his Kingdom. Lift} 
up my mind from the contemplation of 
him as he hung upon the Tree, to him 
as he ſits now in Glory at thy right 
Hand, making interceſſion for me, pre- 
ſenting to thee the invaluable merits 
of his death, to appeaſe thee for the fins 
Icommit daily againſt thee. Oh ſet me 
as a Seal upon thy heart, as a Seal up- 
_ onthy arm, that I may be never forgot- 
ten, but always remembred, preſerved, | 
kept ſafely by thee: and let me ſet thee 
as a Seal upon my heart, as a Seal on 
my arm 3 let me receive thy Image, and 
the Impreſſion of thy Love, keep it 
thankfully , continually on my heart; 
and teſtific it inmy life. 
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and title 1o the 
new Covenant 
cleared. 


doubt the pardoz of them, 
and my intereſt 1n thy 
love ? The ſteams of Cor- 
ruption rifing up in me, interrupt the 
light, and-Jluſtre and evidence of my 
future poſſeſſion , and ſuggeſt matter 
of diffidence and anxiety; that my 


| hopes thereto have been ungrounded, 
my Faith Preſumption, my claim to, 


and propriety in Chriſt uncertain, if 
not quite deſperate. But he hath ſhed 
his blood meritorioully to procure it 3 
and I-goto the Ordinance as thou haſt 
appointed it, to have my pardon, and 
intereſt 1n his blood ſealed'and aſſured 


unto me3z and to renew my Engage- 
| ments and Reſolutions, that I may be 


tyed faſter to thee with new Cords of 
thy love; and that it may be more im- 
poſiible for me to unlooſe my ſelf from 
thy ſervice. Oh let me therefore rc- 
ceive it as a ſign and ſeal from thee to 


' me repreſenting and exhibiting thy 


{c]f and benefits; and from me to thee, 
| 
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By reaſon of my infir- 
'mities, my careleſneſs, To have # 
my fins, how apt amI to Perſonal claim 
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aſign to ſeparate me from ſinners, a ſeal 


tooblige me to all faithfulneſs and thank- 
fulneſs required on my part. O make the 


Ordinance efteual to all thoſe bleſſed}. 


ends andpurpoſes for which thou haſt 


appointed 1t, Let it be not only a ſig] 


to repreſent, but an Inſtrument to con- 
vey Chriſt with the power and virtue 
of his death unto me; and a ſeal to al- 
ſure me of my intereſt in the Covenant ; 


. that in thoſe holy Myſteries *I may not 


only commemorate, but effefually r6- 
ceive my bleſſed Saviour, ( thou may'ſt 
communicate to me thy felf ) and all 
the Benefits of his Paſſion ; and have 


not only a Repreſentation, but a Partici-| 


pation of him 1n the Sacrament - to the 
outward Adminiſtration of it, joyn the 
inward Seal of thy Spirit. 

Thou knowelſt all my corruptions,and 
temptations, wants, weakneſſes , and 
ImperfeCtions, poverty and nakedneſs, 
troubles and dangers; how often I am 
tempted and defiled, grieved and indif- 
poſed; what ſtrong corruptions to be 
ſubdued and mortitied, languiſhing gra- 
ces to be quickned and ſtrengthned, faint 


purpoſcs | 
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purpoſes and reſolutions to be enlarged 


and confirmed. In confidence of thy 


great goodneſs, faithfulneſs, and -mer- 
. Cy, I thy creature , come unto thee wy 


Creator 3 thySon, unto thee my Father ; 


thy Servant , unto thee, wy Lord; in 


danger, unto thee zy Saviourz needy, 
unto thee the Poſſeſſor of Heaven and 
Earth; diſeaſed, unto thee the only 
Phyſician 5 unclean, unto thee the Foun- 


tain of Grace and Mercy 3 deſolate, 


unto the God of all Conſolation; guilty, 
blind, lifeleſs, unto thee the Author, the 
Father of pardon, Light, Life, and Sal- 
vation, Oh heal me of the guilt of my 


ſins by the merit of thy Blood, of the 


owerand corruption of my fins by the 
efficacy of thy Spirit. Inflame my cold- 
neſs with the fire of thy Love, ſofter 
my hardneſs with. the dew of thy grace, 
enlighten my Blindneſs with a beam 
of light from Heaven, anoint the Eye 
of my Soul with Eye-ſalve that I may 
{ce, clear up ſpiritual things to my ap- 
prehenſion, heal all the diſtempers, eaſe 
all the pains, ſupply all the neceſlities of 
my Soul. Make me more humble, ho- 


ly, 
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ly, heavenly, confident, and believing: 
fill thy Houſe with thy own Glory. 
Stand not ata diſtance behind the Wall, 
ſhew thy ſelf through the Lattice of thy 
Ordinance : let me fee the outgoings of 
my God, and my King in his Sanctuary. 
Let me not come unto thee, nor go from! 
thee without thee. Oh take this ſeaſon 
of coming in upon my Soul; beſtow 
more of thy ſelf upon me; change me 
into thy Ikeneſs, lift up my heart unto 
thee in Heaven, turn all earthly things 
unto me to bitterneſs, contempt, and 
oblivion. Be thou my meat and drink, 
my hope and ſtrength, my ſhield and 
portion, my honour and glory , my 
love and j joy , my delight and ſolace, 
only ſweet unto my taſte, from hence: 
forth and for ever. 
Theſe are the mercies thou haſt pro- | 
miſed to thy people, haſt b:d4dez them | 
to ask, art wont to convey by thy Ordi- 
nance. Theſe are the Legacies left me | 
by my Saviours W:ll, whereof thou art | 
Executor: his prayer, promiſe , his 
blefling, and his Inſtitution, are 1nga- 


ocd to procure them for all be POOR 
Re 
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Receivers : for theſe things therefore 
which thou thengrantedſt him,doI come 
unto, and wait upon thee this day 3 
with no lower aims go I to thy Table : 
with ſuch precious things is the Lord 
Jeſus wont to feaſt his Gueſtsz and of 
his infinite fulneſs 1t 1s, that I hope to 
participate; through himto be ſtrength- 
ned with might in the inner man, even 
to be made ſtrong by the grace that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus. Thou haſt provided | 
for my Soul as well as Body ; ſhall 
there be Bread enough in my Fathers 
Houſe, and I here periſh for hunger ? 
Pertains it not to thee to keep in re- 
pair that habitation thou haſt made 
for thy ſelf? Will it tend to thy ho- 
nour, who haſt begun to build, to leave 
the workmanſhip of thine own hands , 
as if not able to finiſh? mult not the 
food and author of our Spiritual life, 
nouriſh, and cheriſh, redreſs the decays, 
uphold the frame of it in us? Oh ! will 
the head, let a Member periſh? ſhall a 
branch wither for want of juice ? he 1s 


| | the true vize, we the branches, thou 


art the Hysbandmar, haſt ordained hine 
G to. 
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to be the root, fountain, and ſupport 
of all Spiritual furniture,grace and fruit-. 
fulneſs to thoſe implanted in him: Oh 
of his fulneſs of Grace communicate 
to me, for without him I can do nothing 
_ acceptable to thee! Art not thou as 
willing to beſtow the fruit of thy Blood 
upon us, asto [hed it for us > Haſt not 
thou,who once ſo readily healed diſeaſes, 
cured all that came unto thee, as much 
compaſſion to Soul as Body? Art thou 
not as merciful, as tender, as able, as 
willing to help as ever ? If ( asI hope ) 
thou wilt, thou canſt make me clean, 
and ſupply my wants; outward means 
without thee cannot, yet here thou haſt 
bid, I attend waiting for the deſcent 
of thy holy Spirit: Oh ſay unto me 
be 1t unto thee even as thou wilt ? yea, 
even as thou wilt ( gracious Lord ) who 
art ever readily, and ſtrongly inclined 
ro do thy people good. Oh let me 
be ſo refreſh'd and ſtrengthned with 
that Spiritual Banquet, that I may 
chearfully walk on my way to Glory, 
through-hi-z who is both Sacrifice and 
Prieſt, the Feaſt and Maſter of 1t, 1n- 
CT vites 
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vites us to, and feeds us by himſelf, to 
whom with thy Bleſſed Majeſty, and 
Holy Spirit be aſcribed all Honour , 


Glory and Praiſe, now and for ever. 
Amen. 
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\Ome away my Soul / let us go : 
j (oh that I may) See how he loved 

us, how dear we are unto him, how 
nearly related he is unto us. Let us 
godie with, and for him; diſclaim whats 
ſoever is againſt him, renew our Cove- 
rant with him, conſecrate our ſelves 
wholly to him, that we will never 
leave nor forſake him. We were un- 
worthy he ſhould ſpeak to us, or look 
upon us; he comes unto us, dwells with 
| us in our nature: unworthy of the 
crums that fall from the Table he hath 
{pred for all Creatures : and behold he 
calls us to one furniſhed with the rich- 
5 G 2 elf 
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i of his Bleſſings. Oh that I may 
find him whom my Soul loveth ! oh 
that he would ſpeak comfortably , 
favingly, effeCtually, fenfibly, unto me / 
that my heart may burn within me | 
while he talketh with me, and openeth 
unto me his love and affection, thoſe | 
holy myſteries; and my underſtanding. - 
His ſweat and blood ( oh my Soul) 
drowned not his affeFions to us his 
C»1paſſzor: brake through his Paſſion; i: 
the ſame night, ( which was ſo full of 
anguiſh and dolour to his Soul) whereiz 
ke was betrayed; when death was 1n 
ſight, and all thoſe unſpeakable fears 
and ſorrows, terrors and ſufferings were 
ready to invade him ; when his Diſci- 
ples were ready to betray, forſake, or | 
deny him; 7#jaries from mer, ready to | 
load him; and the Jxſtice of God upon | 
ſia to be demonſtrated on him; he | 
then even forgot his own miſcries, to | 
remember and diſpenſe his mercies to 
us; and to provide this Banquet for us; 
continually to preſent himſelf to 'us, 
leſt after he had endured ſo much for us, 
we {ſhould forget,or diſtruſt h1s love un- 
tO | 
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to us. Oh how was he burned between 

two fires, the fire of his Afe&ions to us, 
and that of his Afﬀ/i@ons for us! At 
that time wherein men were deſigning 
the greateſt cruelty againſt him, was 
he beſtowing the greateſt courteſie and 
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gift on us; himſelf leaving us a legacy, 
a pledge at parting of his deareſt love, 
ſtronger than Death, that held him on 
the Croſs to finiſh our Salvation, when 
Death could not hold him in the grave. 
Before he gave himſelf to be crucified 
for us, he provides an ordinance the 
means of his communicating himſelf to 
us : he gives us 1n the Sacrament, what 
he did and gave, prepared and purcha- 
ſed for us on the Croſs. jt. 
Oh the infinite love of Cod, that he 
would give his own Son 5 and of Chriſt 
that he would ſo graciouſly come and 
ſave us, and leaves us thoſe remembrances 
and tokens of his love! that he ſhould 
die for us when he was on earth, be ſo 
mindful of, and nouriſh us with him- 
ſelf now he is in Heaven / O wonder- 
ful myſtery, that the Body of Chriſt 


now reigning in Heaven, - ſhould be ' 
G 3 laid 
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| laid upon the Table; that the Author 
| of Life ſhould becomethe Bread of life; 
that under the broken form of Bread and 
| Wine whole Chris? (ſhould be conveyed 
to every Believer / His Perſonal Union 
Is with the ſirgle nature, but his myſti- 
ca], with covery Believer, This Sacra- 


ment 18 the repreſentative of the Sub- | 


ſtance, the ſign of a Covenant, the ſeal 
of a Purchaſe, the figure of a Body, the 
witneſs of our Faith, the earneſt of our 

Hope, the preſence of things diſtant, 


, the /ight of things abſent, the zaſte of | 


things unconceivable, the knowledge of 
things that are paſt kzowledge: a ſeal of 


. . our Saviour's engraving, whoſe ſxper- | 


ſeription 1s Chriſt's loving us, whoſe [- 
. rage 18 Chriſt dying for us, whoſe deed 
is Chriſt's New Teſtament confirmed 
tous: in the gx we have the [mage, 
in the ſeal the berefit of Chriſt's Body ; 
in the ſig we ſee, in the ſeal we by 


Faith receive him. The Bread and 


Wine are but the diſhes in which this 
Feaſt (not of the belly but mind) is 


ſerved up; not the Feaſt it ſelf, Faith | 


- eats, not the Bread, but the breaking 


of 
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of it 3 drinks, not the Wine, but the. * 


pouring of it forth, the myſteries there- 
by repreſented. The eating of Chriſt's 


fleſh, and drinking his blood, 1s nothing 


elſe but ar a&F of Faith terminated upon 
him as our Mediator and Redeemer. The 
participation of his Body and Blood for 
ſtrength and refreſhment , . (ſweet to 


Faith as meat and drink 1s to hunger ) 


could not bebetter ſhadowed forth than 
by Bread and Wine, compriſing all forts 
of Spiritual Proviſion for our inner man : 
and Faith is to the Soul what Natural 
heat is to the Body, by virtue of which | 
the Nutritive Faculty turns the Food 
into nouriſhment. They preſent and 


- confirm Chriſt to us as the moſt need- 


fu}, beneficial, and perfeR nouriſhment 
of the New man, as Bread and Wine 
are ſuch unto the Body, 7. e. that Chri/t 
Crucified preſerves us from cterna} death, 
and isunto us the Fountain of Spirituai 
and Eternal life. Believe, and thon haſe 
eaten : Chrift is preſent with, but not 
in the Bread and Wine, but to the faith- 


"ful Receiver; not in the Elements, but 


to the worthy Communicants 3 not wa- 
G 4 — 
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ter, but waſhing with it is Baptiſzes 

not Bread and Wine oz the Table are a 
Sacrament, but eating and drinking 
them; which if they be a&s of Faith 
(the hand and mouth of the Soul ) the 
Bread and Wine as really convey and | 


unite whole Chriſt with the vital 1n- 


fluences that proceed from him to the | 
Soul, as the hand doth them to the 
mouth, or the mouth to the ſtomach. 
Whatſoever we may expect of bodily 
ſtrength or reparation from Bread and 
Wine, we may expect from Chrift for 
ourSou]; life maintained, grace quick- | 
ncd, dcadneſs enlivened, reſolutions 
enabled, hope erected, faith ſtrength- 
ned, luſts ſubdued, all which are conſe- 
quent upon our union with Chriſt and 
Intereſt in the Covenant, renewed and 
ratified to his People by Chriſt's death, 
and ſealed to them in the Sacrament. 
In the Word we have a promiſe, here a 
pawn or pledge of him. 

Lift up your heads therefore, O ye 
gates of my Soul, and be ye lifted up 
ye everlaſting doors, and the King of 
Glory ſhall come in. And be —_— | 

ch 
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ſuch additions of grace as thou art fit- 
ted for, and infinite wifdom ſees meet 
to deal out, ſhall: be conferred upon. 
thee. 

Fear not, I charge thee do not faint ; 
let not thy weakneſs, thy poverty, thy 
inability diſcourage thee; all have- not 
Talents alike; a Soul richly adorned: 
with love and raviſhing delights is not 
given to all, and expected only from 
thoſe to whom it is given. Be thy at- 
tire whole, ſincere, clean, and white, 
free from ſpots of the Fleſh and Siprit,. 
though not ſo inflamed with Heaven 
as thy Brethren's; thou wilt be wel- 
come. Thy God and Saviour will not 
ask, How cameſt thou in hither, not ha- 
ving on a Wedding Garment : He knows 
thy heart, and ſees thou haſt it, He 
will not break the bruiſed Reed, nor 
quench the ſmoaking Flax, till he ſend 
forth judgment unto victory. Wilt thou 
(my Soul) diſhonour that price by 
thy doubts and fears, which God hath: 
made ſufficient for all the World? Can- 
not that Sacrifice which appeaſed the 
Divine Wrath , fſatisfie thee? What 
G 5 manner: 
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| manner of GxeSts were thoſe he com- 
manded to be brought in to the Wed- | 
ding Sxpper? but ſuch as were found 
in the Streets, and Lanes, the Hedges 
and High-ways ; the Poor and the Maim- 
ed, the Lame the Halt, and the Blind; | 
hunger-ſtarved, forlon, undone loſt | 
Wretches. 

O bleſſed is the man whom thou 
chuſeſt, and cauſeſt to approach unto 
thee,that they may dwell in thy Courts! 
We ſhall be ſatisfied with the good- 
neſs of thy Houſe, even of thy holy | 
Temple. 
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HAT fall T render unto the 

Lord for all bis Benefits? 1 
will take the Cup of Salvation, and call 
upon the name of the Lord, 1 will pay 
my vows unto him now in the preſence of 


all his people. 


Come forth, oh my graces / ſtir up 
your ſelves, be ye lively and active be- 
fore the Lord. Awake my Faith, and 
ſee the Atonment of 2y ſis in the bro- 
ken body of my Saviour, the price pay- 
ing, the ranſom laid down, the thing in 
doing. Awake Repertance, and hear 
the ſtrong cries,and ſee the doleful Ago- 
nies of him that bore our chaſtiſements. 
Awake my Memory, and call to mind 
that Egypt wherein I was,and the blood 
of the Paſſover, which removed the de- 
ſtroying Angel from my Soul. Now 
let the Altar ſmoak with the Sacrifice of 


E'- 
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a loving heart, inflamed with the holy | 
fire of Gods love to me. Flame, O 
Love; come ye warm Deſires, and break 


with longing. Let Fear with all ve- | 


neration do its obeiſance. Come up, ye 
Daugters of Muſick,and all that is with- ' 
1n me, bleſs his holy Name. Now the | 
wax is warm, Ohlet theSeal be ſtamped | 
_ fair, that I may ſee the impreſſion ever 
after. Now that God ſhews forth. to- 
me the death of his $0n for me, let me 
ſhew it forth to: God again by athank- 
ful believing, receiving, as that which I 
ſtick unto, and abide by for my Righ- 
teouſneſs and Peace with him. 

Having liberty, and acceſs with bold- 
neſs unto the Throne of Grace by the 
Blood'of Jeſus, the High Prieſt of our 
Profeſſion, let us drawnear with a true | 
heart, 1n full aſſurance of Faith, having | 
our hearts ſprinkled from an evil con- | 
ſcience and our bodies waſhed with pure -| 
water. | 
O- thou. that provideſt food for a// | 
creatures,and haſt given them to be food: | 
for mans body, and for his Soul, not 
only: thy. holy. Word,, but the blefled 
Body 
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Body and Blood of thy Sor 3, cauſe all 
our hearts to burn with delſires after 
thee , who art ſo full of love to us. 
Prepare every one by a full digeſtion of 


| thy heavenly word, to receive likewiſe 


this Divine nouriſhment. Make it 
(through the lively operation of thy 
holy Spirit )) the bread of ſpiritual Life, 
and Wine of ſpiritual comfort to-all our 
Souls. Cauſe us to long after, reliſh and 
ſavour the things of God. Let this be 
the conſtant language” of -our Souls, 
Lord, evermore give us this bread.” Call 
in, compoſe, and fpiritualize all our 
thoughts at this ſolemn-ordinance. Par- 
don every one that prepareth his Heart 
to ſeek thee, though he be not cleanſed 
according to the Purification of the 
SanCftuary. And, O thou that mad'ſt 
us #pright, pity the degeneracy of man« 
kind; deſpiſe not the price of thy Sons 
blood, let it not be-as water ſpilt upon 
the ground 3 convert, direq, unite, 
provide for, take care of, ſupport and 
comfort all of them: let us take a mu- 
tual charge of one another : make us all 
up more and more into the myſtical bo- 


dy 
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dy of thy Son, that we may keep the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of Peace. 
Afford us thy Goſpel in its power, and 
purity, liberty, and efficacy, fo long as 
the Sun and Moon endureth. Let us ne- 
ver want Magiſtrates and Paſtors after 


thy own heart, which ſhall protect, en- | 
courage thy people, and feed them with ' 


knowledge and underſtanding. 
See ( my Soul) thy Sa- 
On the Com- viour, with what a handful 
municants ſe- of his Diſciples that lay in 
ge from common with the reſt of 
i "23 the World, by nature Chi- 
. dren of wrath even as o- 
thers, born in the fame ftate of diſtance 
from him, and with the ſame principles 
of enmity againſt him. Oh! What is 
_ this that 1s come to paſs ? how is it that 
thou manifeſteſt thy ſelf to us, and not 


unto the world? What moved thee to 


make a difference, ' where thou found- 
eſt none? Why were we not made a 
prey of divine revenge, and perifhed 
not in our enmity againſt thee? why 
wert thou not provoked by our obſtina- 
cy,malice, and unbelief, beyond the poſ- 
| ſibility 
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fibility of an Atonement 2 Why haſt 
thou ſo long (fuffered our injurious dif- 
reſpeds,: and unkind repulſes of a mer- 
ciful Saviour, and perſwaded till thou 
overcame and made us yield 2 Why haſt 
thou not cut off all our hopes of a blef- 
ſed immortality, who have paid fo great 
bounty with contempt, ſo many bene-. 
fits with ingratitude, ſo inexpreſſible 
love with cliivionneale and hatred? . 
Oh what haſt thou done £ What haſt 
thou not done and fuffered for us? why 
wouldſt thou buy ſinful duſt with thy 
own Blood? Redeem our ſhame, by 
the ſhameful death of Glory and Im- 
mortality it ſelf ? put thy Jef, that got 
nothing by making the World, to more 
charge than all of it s worth, to re- 


| deem the worſt part of It, fallen mans 


Who can conceive whither we had pre- 
cipitated our ſelves, and to what thou 
haſt exalted us? to be ſpectacles even 

rateful to God, who were monſters 
of. horror; laid in his boſom, who 


were inthe arms of the Devil 3 worthy 


his 7m1bracements, who were unworthy 
of his eye; Crowned Kings of Heaven, 
who 


| T36 At the Lords Table: 


who were ſlaves condemned to the pri» | 
fon of Hell. He not only pardons our | 


fins, but relinquiſhed his Throne: loſt 


his life, to 1nthrone us in his Kingdom ; 


beſtows on us his greateſt mercies, un- 


worthy of the leaſt 5 ſets us down as 


Sons at his Table with his Children, 
who are unworthy as Dogs to creep un» 


cer it: courts us to obedience, who: 


might not only command us to 7, 
but. inſtantly puniſk our diſobedzence 2 
promiſes a reward to ſuch, who are ſo 
far from deſerving it, that they are ſtill 
provoking him -: and glory to ſuch who. 
are more apt to be aſhamed of their d#- 
ties, than offences. 


>... Oh/ how ought we to be tranſport- 


ed with love and thankfulneſs, confide- 
ring who hath choſen us, when; why, 
whom, from, and to what, how long, 
and how few his peculiar care of, and 
kindneſs unto us! How ſhould the re- 


membrance of this dear love of our 


Lord,' make us burn with ardent affeRi- 
ons towards one another / how ſhall 
we offend one of thoſe for whom Chriſt 
diced 2 or deny our ſelves to them, to 
2's | whom 
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whom he hath given himſelf ? ſhall we 


| hate, be envious, and uncharitable, 


where thou art ſo loving, fo liberal? 
condemn, or deſpiſe the meanefty when 
thou diſtributeſt thy ſelf to all? Oh, 
now we ſee thy love to enemies, let all 
ours find us friends! Let no Malice, 
Heart-burning, or Ancharitableneſs, en- 
ter in, or any more rancour my Soul. 
With all thy people let me intereſt my 
ſelf, and own them in all their concern- 
ments, pity them 1n all their miſeries, 


| be ready to relieve them in all their 
wants, to comfort them in all their di- 


ſtreſſes, to counſel them in all their 


doubts, to delight in their Society, bear 


their infirmities, pardon all their mif 


_ cariages, ſtudy their welfare, do all the 


good I can to Soul and Body. 
Now I ſee the Miniſter 

at the Table, to conſecrate The Miniſter 
the Bread and Wine by. #! the Table. 
Prayer and the words of 

Chriſts inſtitutzon : with joy and ad- 
miration think ( my Soul ) how'Chriſt 
was ordained and accompliſhed for the 


Oftice of a Mediator, whom the Fa- 
ther 
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ther Sanctifiedand fent into the World; 
and for this cauſe he ſandtified himſelf 
as Prieſt, Altar and Sacrifice for our 
Redemption, Spiritual nouriſhment,and 
_ eternal Salvation, The Eternal Wiſdom 
of God incarnate to reveal and commu- 
nicate his Will, his Love, his Spirit, his 
Glory to ſinful miſerable Man. Oh the 
immenſity of his mercy, and unuttera- 
ble treaſures of his Grace which nei- 
ther the provocations of cur fins, nor 
the infinite exatneſs of his own Juſtice, 
could any way overcome or reſtrain to 

deſpiſe the works of his own hand, or 
-Not to compaſſionate the wretchedneſs 
of his Creatures, though it coſt the Hu- 
miliation and Debaſement of the Son 
of God / Oh how great, how amiable 
appears his love and goodneſs, in paſ- 


ſing by ſo many offences, and requiring | 


no ſatisfaction from us for ſuch infuffes- ! 


rable - wrongs, but transferring' the pu- | 
niſhment from us unto his own Son  ; 
whoſe love alſo was ſo great, that he 
would bear our iniquities that we might 
be ſaved / O how could he chuſea more 


_obliging way of Redeeming us, that 


hath | 
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hath thus diſplayed the ſevereſt Juſtice, 
and higheſt Mercy 3 the greateſt ha- 
tred of fin, the greateſt love to (innersz * 
fince by thoſe unequalled and unvalua- 
ble ſufferings to which he delivered up 
for us that Son, who is ſo near unto 
him, that he is one with himz at once 
manifeſting both how much he hated 
fin, which he ſo heavily puniſhed in 
the perſon he moſt loved 3 and how 
much .he loved Sinners, by giving up 
what he ſo loved, for a ranſom of thoſe 
that were guilty of what he ſo hated? 
And O the miracle, the amazing pro- 
digy of this Love! that Heaven ſhould 
ſo condeſcend to Earth, and that Man 
ſhould be ſo united to God / that God 
ſhould dwell in Fleſh, and that this Fleſh 
ſhould beour Food / That the Son of God 
ſhould love us better than his life, and 
be the meat of vile Worms, of Sinners, 
of Enemies / that he ſhould make him- 
{elf preſent to our Faith 3 and, as if he 
would do more than die for us, deſire 
to /ive for ever in us, and to beunited 
tous/ wasever kindneſs like unto this? 
was ever ſuch a furnace of love burn- 
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ing in any Breaſt ? can any heart freeze| 


over ſuch a fire? Oh! who can abide 
the heat of this love 2 who can dwell 
'in ſuch flames, and not be conſumed? 
who can abide in a great ſenſe of this 
love, and abide in the Body > What 
inſtances can parallel? What words can 
be expreſſive 2 what apprehenſtons can 
commemorate ? what raptures can be 
ſufficient for the admiration of this ſo 
infinite love? Be thou ſwallowed up 
( O my Soul } in this depth of Divine 
love, and hate to ſpend thy thoughts 
. any more upon other things, that haſt 
ſuch a Saviour to take them up. 
Oh, I ſhake, I tremble, I 
The Miniſter am altogether confounded 
_ coming to- at the approach of ſo great 
wards him. a Gueſt! Lord, Iam not 
worthy that thou ſhouldlt 
come under .my roof, or to eat the 
crums that fall from my own, much 
lels thy Table. Oh, who am [? that I 
ſhould dare with my ( originally, aCctu- 
ally ) defiled hands, to receive thoſe 
high, thoſe holy Myſteries? that thou 
{houldſt defire to come unto me, be en- 
tertained 
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tertained by me ? what findeſt thou in 


me, that can invite thee to me ? thou 
art not ignorant of my moſt vile be- 
ginning and original 3 duſt and aſhes, 
polluted duſt and aſhes. Thou knoweſt 
my poverty, my need, my impurity. 
This poor placeis a far unmeet habitation 
for thee. Whence 1s this to me, that my 
Maker, my Redeemer, ſhould come 
unto me, thus favour, thus dignifie 
me ? that thou ſhould it be fo below 
thy ſelf, as to look upon fo low, fo vain, 
ſo miſerable a thing as man, fuch a 
dead dog as I am? why have I found 
grace in thy fight, that thou ſhould'(t 
take knowledge of me, ſeeing I am a 
ſtranger? Lord . what am I that thou 
ſhould'ſt remember me, be mindful of 
me, viſit me, caſt thine eye, ſet thine 
heart upon me, come to marry thy ſelf 
with me? Whence comes it that thou, 
who art in Heaven amongſt them that 
know ſo well how to love and ſerve 
thee, ſhould'{t condeſcend to me, who 
know little elſe but how to offend thee? 
Canſt thou not be content to be with- 
oat me ? did thy meer love draw thee 
from 
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from Heaven for my ſake, and give 
thy ſelf for me, to redeem me from my 
ſins, and doſt thou (till give thy (elf to 
me to be the ſtrength and health of 
my Soul? As if thou couldſt never 
give thy ſelf enough, or be never e- 


at this inconceivable love! O that I 
were able to comprehend it! O thatI 
had a thouſand hearts to correſpond 
with it! O ſtay (my gracious Lord ) 


thou haſt made me able to do nothing 


pleaſed. to come and offer thy ſelf to me, 
my Soul thirſteth for thee; I humbly 
ſtretch out my hands unto thee 3 my 
longing, gaſping deſires, are after thee 
I open my heart with all humble thank- 
fulneſs to receive thee, never to be ſe- 
parated from thee ; for ever to adhere 
unto thee. O enter in and ſtay with 
mes; fſatisfie my Soul with thy ſelf ; 
ſay, This day is Salvation come unto thy 
houſe. O be not now offended at the 
toathſom ſights in a Soul ſo ſick and 
diſcaſed, ſo full of filth, of es” 
| an 


nough mine ? Oh how am TI aſtoniſhed, | 


for the full meaſure of my Love, till | 


elſe but love thee. --- But fince thou art | 
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| and corruption, into which thou art en- 
| tring. Do not diſdain me for thoſe 


many maladies, but come and cure me. 


The Bread. | 


EE (my Soul) thy Saviour in the 
Miniſter, and the benefits that come 


_— 


by him in the Bread and Wine ; be- 


lieving Zhoſe with himſelf are given 


| thee by himr, as really as the Elements 


by his Embaſſedor, ſaying, [ Take, eat, 
this is my Body which is broken for you« |] 
by Faith receive, apply, appropriate: ' 
me unto thy ſelf, Crucified for you, 
This Bread conſecrated by me is the 
Sacrament of my Body, offered as an 
explatory Sacrifice for you. Hereby I 
impute my . righteouſneſs, impart my 
loving kindneſs, make over and give 
unto you my whole ſelf (God and Man 
as Mediator ) in my Blood and Merits, 
Graces and Spirit, Virtue and Benefits, 


| Obedience, Satisfa&ion, Expiation, Do- 


ings 


Ys 
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ings and Sufferings ; in all I have, am, 
or have purchaſed for you, I make yours 


by gift, and you by Faith, as truly as 
this is put into your hand and mouth, 


Mine were the pains, the ſufferings off 
Death , yours the benefit z mine theþ 


ſtripes, yours. the balm; mine the 
thorns, yours the Crown. Theſe are 
the holes in my hands and ſide, the 
blood that iſſued from them,yours ; the 
price mine, yours the purchaſe, See 
| here in my wounds your ſafety 3 in my 
ſtripes your healing 3 in. my anguiſh 
your peace; in my Croſs your Triumph, 
I came out of my Fathers boſom that 
thou mighteſt lie in Abraham's. Own 
me for thy Lord, who have thus bought 
thee out of ſlavery; accept me for thy 
Redeemer, who have paid ſo dearly for 


theez follow me in the way I have| 


ſhewn thee, that T may bring thee to 
him I have reconciled to thee. | Do 
. this in, and for a remembrance of me |] 
who, what, for whom, why, for what 
end, with what mind, I ſxffered 5 what 
I have done. for you , and am unto 


. you. 
Dear 


"F* 
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Dear Saviour, biddeſt thou me, Re- 
member thee! How ſhould I forget thee ? 
how can I but remember, but celebrate 
thee & But Oh, that I could more af- 
fetionately, more conſtantly, more ef- 
fetually, remember thee! with all the 


paſſionate Aﬀections of a Heart full of 


love to, wholly in love with thee, with 
all zealous Deſires to glorify thee, with 
all fervent longings after thee, always to 
remember thee, never to forget thee ! 
O that the fire of Love would now kin- 
dle and burn in my Soul! Oh thatT 
had the Flames of a Seraphirr, the Voice 
of an Angel to (ing thy Praiſe ! Oh that 
I could go out of my ſelf when I remem- 
ber thee, and never think of thee with- 
out an Extaſy ! forget and quit all the 
World to liveon thee! the Thoughts of 
what thou haſt done is able to break an 


Heart of Marble with Love, to turn a 


Rock into a Fountain of Tears, to un- 
looſe the Tongue of the dumb, that they 
may ſound forth their loving Kindneſs,” 
| Oh, after all his'foregoing ſufferings 
ſeeft -thou him not (my Soul) faſtned 
to the Croſs, conflicting. with . his k, a- 
thers 
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thers Wrath, groaning under the weight | 


and burthen of our Sins? Look how hi 
Whole Body 1s ſtretched and wracked, 
this Hands and Feet boared through, his 
Side pierced, his precious Blood trickles 
«down, and how miſerably the Thorns 
Pierce his Holy Head. See how his 
Looks are changed, his Cheeks pale, his 
Blood going, his Neck too weak to ſup- 
port his Head, which. lies a dying on 
his bleeding Breaſt. Look how he ſhakes 
and ſtirs his dying Limbs, what gaſps 
and ſighs he fetches, as if his Soul was 
ſtrugling to get out. Hear you not his 
dying Groans, the Taunts of the Fews, 
yea, the Groans of the Earth, under 
the weight of his Croſs? See the Sun 
bluſhing under a veil of Darkneſs, to be- 


hold the Son of Righteouſneſs under an | 


Eclipſe? Can, O can my Boſom hold, 
now I ſee the innocent Lamb of God, 
that taketh away the Sins of the World, 
a bleeding Victim on the Purple Altar 
of Death ? Thzs, this (my Soul) might 
have been the day that thou mighteſt 
have been the ſuffering MalefaFor, and 
have drunk the Cup of the F _ 
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of God's Wrath : but there is he that 


hath done it for thee. He harboured 
no Grief of his own, but is acquain- 
ted with the juſt and deadly Griefs of 
others : he takes our Sorrows on him, 
to beſtow upon us his Joy : he ſorrows 
for us, that hath neither cauſe nor like- 
lihood to ſorrow for himſelf. What 
but God's implacable Vengeance could 
inflict 2 What but his all-ſaffictent Pa- 
tience could indure 2 What but Man's 
heinous Sins deſerve, ſuch his fad and 
wrathful Dolours? Ah ſinful Wretches! 
'tis our doings, that he ſuffers z our E- 
vil, but his Smart z our Treſpaſs, his 
Puniſhment. His Breſt is made a large - 
receptacle for our Cares; his Back a com- 
mon ſupport unto our Load ; he was 


delivered for our Offences; he was 


ſlain, but not for himſelf; he bore our 
Grief; and carried our Sorrows ; he was 
wounded for our Tranſgrefſions; bruiſed 
for our Iniquities 3 for the Tranſgreſſions 
of his People was he ſmitten. Why then 
are we angry With, rail againſt the Fews, 
and complain not of, find no fault with 
our © ſelves, greatlier guilty ? they _— 
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the Inſtruments, we the Procurers of his 
Sufferings : their Sins praFiſed, ours 
provoked his Death : And were the true, 
the principal Actors of that woful Tra- 
gedy. He was delivered for our Offences : 
Z2ey were indeed the Traytors, which by 
the Hands of Judas delivered him up. 
He that knew no Sin, was made Sin for wc, 
accuſed, condemned, executed as a Sin- 
ner. We by our Sins impeached him ; 
the ſpiteful Prieſts were but our Advo- 
cates 3 we by them adjudged and- ſen- 
tenced him. Pilat was but drawn ina- 
gainſ{t his Conſcience to bein that behalf 
- our Spokeſman, we by them inflicted that 
heavy Puniſhment on him. The Ro- 
man Executioners were therein but our 
Repreſentatives. The rude Multitude, 
the filly People were but Properties ac- 
ing oxr part 3 our Sins with Clamours 
more loud and importunate then all the 
Fewiſh Rabble, cried out, Crucify, cru- 
cify him. We pity his abuſed Innocen- 
cy, but think not of our Unworthineſs 
and Deſert ; bewail the event, and re-| - 
dreſs not the cauſe : We have as great 
Enmity againſt his {z2age, as they a- 
; gainſt 
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eainſt his *Perſor 3, they grieved him m 
his Body, we in his Spirit, and make 
his Wounds bleed afreſh: he takes it as 
heinouſly we ſhould deſpiſe him now, 
as that they perſecuted him then : they 
were but our Executioners, to inflict 
thoſe Puniſhments our Sins deſerved, 
and God's Juſtice impoſed on him. It 
was thy Sins ( O my Soul ) were the 
Aflociates to crucify him; thy Hypocrt- 
ſy was the Kiſs that betrayed him 3 thy 
Pride and Covetouſnefs, the Thorns 
that crowned him ; thy Oppreſſion and 
Cruelty, the Natl that pierced him 3 
thy Unbelief and Apoſtacy, the Spear 
that gored him 3 thy Idolatry, Super- 
ſiition, Luke-warmneſs, the Knee that 
mock'd him ; thy contempt of Religi- 
on, the Spittle that defiled him ; thy 
Anger and-Bitterneſs, the Vinegar and 
Gall that diſtaſted him 3 thy Scarlet 


Sins, the Crimſon Robe that diſhonou=-  : 


red him: my drinking Inquity like 
Water,made him drink a Cup of Wrath z 
my forſaking my Father, made him for- 
laken of his; all the Members of his 
Body were Objects of ſuch Cruelty, be- 

H 3 cauſe 
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cauſe mine, Inſtruments of Iniquity, 
O I am the merit of thy Sorrow, [ 
am the ſtroke of thy Grief, I am the 
fault of thy killing, I am the deſert of 
thy Death, I am the Offence of thy Re-| 
venge, I am the Grievouſneſs of thy 
Pafſlion, I am the cauſe of thy Torment, 
O wonderful condition of Cenfure! O| 
incffable diſpoſition of the Miſery ! the 
unjuſt fins, and the Juſt is puniſhed: 
the Guilty tranſgreſſes, and the Guilt- 
leſs is ſtricken: the Impious offends, 
and the Pious condemned 3 what the 
Bad deſerves, the Good ſuffers 5 what 
the Servant perpetrates, the Lord pays; 
what Man commits, God undergoes, 
Whither, O Son of God, whither def 
cends thy Humility > Whither flameth 
thy Charity 2 whither proceedeth thy 
Pity ? whither increaſeth thy Benignt- 
ty 2 whither reacheth thy Love ? whi-| 
ther commeth thy Compaſſion ? I have| 
| been proud, thou haſt been humbled ; I 
have done unjuſtly, thou art puniſhed ; 
I have dealt hemoufly, thou art re- 
vengefully ſmittenz I have committed 
the fault, thou art tortured. How much 


do 
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do I ow thee, moſt bleſſed Redeemer > 


How great is the Price thou haſt paid 
for me, miſerable Sinner ? Oh, I bluſh 
to ſee my Soul ſo foul and loathſome, 
that nothing leſs than thy precious 
Blood ſerves to waſh and cleanſe it.. 
I am confounded to .ſee thee 1n ſuch a 
caſe for us, who cared not how vile, 
how baſe, how miſerable we were. 

Oh, how was that Jaſtice injured, 
that could not reſt appeaſed in Pumiſh- 
ment, but Rigor ? How odious and in- 
tolerable is every Sir, which required 
no cheaper Blood for a Sacrifice than. 
that of the Son of God ? and which, not 


 ſ#ffering only,. but extremity muſt ex- 


plate ? How heinous was the Commilſior, 
lince even the Remriſſzon was {o grievous? 
that made ſuch a breach between God 
and us, as required ſuch Sufferings of 
the Lord of Glory? Wretch that I am, 
to colt my God ſo dear! I am not wor- 
thy for which he ſhould have ſuffered 
the leaſt Care or Trouble, much leſs the 
Torments of Soul and Body. And yet, 
what mean | to be ſo treacherous unto 
him ? How have I broken his Commands 
H 4 and 
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and my Vows, even ſince the laſt Com- 
e#union £ Oh, can I kiſs the Nails ? hug 
the Spear ? defire that which is the Blood 
of him that loſt his Life 2 can I account 
that Light, which made his Soul heavy 
unto death 2 can that be my Joy which 
made him a Man of Sorrow ? ſweet to 
me, which was ſo bitter to him ? ſhall 
thoſe Sins not be forſaken by me, that 
made him forſaken of God ? or live in 
me, that would not ſuffer him to live in 
the World ? Oh, canI endure my Lord 
ſhould be evermore diſguſted and atf- 
fronted 2 Oh, how 1s my Heart provo- 
ked and incenſed againſt ye my Sins 2 
O, that none of you might eſcape here! 
that ye may all lie bleeding as ſo many 
Sacrifices at the Altar of my Lord ! O, 
let them now feel the weight and ſharp- 
\ncfs of thy Croſs ! here let them be ſlain 
at thy Foot, that I may not carry away 
one of them alive. 


How can my Heart refrain from tears 


of Sorrow and Joy, to think of its Un- 
kindneſs, and of his ſtrange Love ? what 
Heart can be ſo hard, as, without Pain, 
to think we love him no more, whoput 


himſelf 


| 
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brmſelf to ſuch Pams for us? O, how 
am I troubled that my Heart ſhould be: 
fo cold, - when his was ſo hot with Love,. 
as to fend forth its Life-blood for my 
Redemption? and yet, when TI confi-\, 
der, that in this ſtream of Blood my 

ftinful Soul is waſhed, and that by his; 
Stripes I am healed; that inſtead:of'Sin,, 
and Death, and Hell deſerved, Righ-- 
teouſneſs, and Life, and: Heaven: is pur+ 
chaſed 3 how can I chuſe but rejoyce in 
his Love, and hope he willaccept of my 


poor Acknowledgment,, who ſo par- 
dons, as might even melt the hardeſt: 
Heart, and'for-ever ſilence and ſatisfy it- 
by the Love of God, and' Sufficiency of the: 


Sacrifice > O, how amT raviſhed there-- 
with 2 I am juſtified by Faith, and: at: 
Peace- with- God:;: the Flames of Hel 
ſhall never touch-me ; Death 1s {wall 
ed up in Victory 3. I am conligned: 


But, O, my Lord ! I take 
neſs to complain unto theee;Cand.expor- 
ſtulate with thee 3. how ſayeſt thou- that: 
tliou loveſt me, if thou diſcover thy. {cit 
no. more.unto me 2 if I havenos:more- 
H: 5, | _ lozve 
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love unto thee? no more lite from thee? 
if I be ſo barren and unfruitful towards 
thee? ſo dull and cold in thy Service ? 
fo unwilling to exccute thy Commands? 
fo weak and unable againſt Aflaults? if 
thon be with me, who can be againſt 
me 2 what can be too hard for me ? 
what cannot be done by me through 
thee'? O! ſince 1t 1s thy Pleafure to £ 
fo familiar with me 3 if thou loveſt me 
fo much, fulfil in me all the good plea- 
fare ofthy Will, and the work of Faith 
with Power, O, let the Merit of Chriſt's} 
Death free me from the Guilt upon me; 
and his Spirit cleanſe me from the Stains 
within me. Let Holineſs to the Lord be 
written-upon my whole Soul and Body, 
that they may be a deleftable Habitati- 
on for thee 3 unite-my Heart unto thee, 
transform me altogether in thee. | 
[ put my ſelf out of my own Power ;| 
E accept of, and cloſe with thee as my | 
Maker and Preſerver, Lord and Sove-} 
raign, Prieſt and Prophet, King and 
Captain, Head and Husband 5 to be 
ordered, diſpoſed, provided for by thee. 
I give my hearty Conſent that thou 
ſhouldeſt 
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ſhouldeſt dwell within me, as the alone 
Prince of my Soul ; the Poſletlion of it I 
for ever ſurrender up unto thee. I ceaſe 


to be my own. I renounce the Devil, 


the World and the Fleſh; I profeſs my 
Acceptance of, Submiſſion to, to place 
my Happineſs in, and to reſign. my ſelf 
wholly unto thee 3. to be provided for, 
diſpoſed of, led, ſaved by thee.. O, how 
am I pleaſed with my choice ! that I 
have parted with my ſelf, and am be- 
come thine! How am: I beholden to 
thee, that I may give my {elf unto thee, 
that thou. haſt brought me into- the 
Bond of the Covenant ?- O; come (dear 
Redeemer) to- the price of thine own: 
Blood, ſeize thine own,. and ſave me 3 
a\liſt and ſtrengthen me 3 feed and pre- 
ſerve me 3. never leave me, nor torſake 
me. 


__ £2008 
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FANOme, my Beloved, now I have 
drunk thy Cup of Wrath, take 

thou #/3s Cup of Salvation, for which I 
Plerced my fide. I drew this Wine on 
purpoſe for thee, when I trod the Wine- 
preſs of my Father's Wrath alone : This 
Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood, is. 
a. Pledg of, ſignifies and repreſents ( by 
Repreſentation is) ##y Blood,in which the 


New Teflament between God and Manis. | 


founded and eſtabliſhed, cotifirmed and 
ratified; and by which, remiſſzon of Sins, 
and all other conſequent Bleffings of the 
New Covenant are purchaſed. Its glorious 
Liberties and [ymunities I hereby fign 
and ſeal unto yon; a full releaſe and dif- 
charge from all your Debts, from the: | 
Houſe of Bondage, Sin, the Grave, and. 
Hell: Here I deliver you your Proted&7o7, 
from all your Enemies wilt I fave you 5 
from the Arreſts of the Laws from-the 
Powers of Darkneſs, from the Femptati- 
ons of the Warld, from the Curſe of the 
Croſs 5 | 


| Croſs ; none ſhall prove too hard for you, 


n _ = _ = : 


all ſhall work good unto you. I hereby 


confer upon, and inſtate you 1n alt ns 


Royal Priviledges and Prerogatives : be- 


hold, I give my ſelf unto you, to be your 
God, and inftead of all Relations - I will 
be a' Friend, and Phyfician, a Shepherd, 
Soveraign, and Husband unto you; tor _ 
eſpouſe your Intereſt, to counſel and 
heal you, to feed and comfort you, to 
watch over and defend you. Lo, E 
make over my Self to you in all my Ef- 
ſential PerfeFions ; mine Omnipotencythath 
be your Gmrard, mine Omniſciency your 
Overſeer, my Ommipreſence your Compa- 
101, my Mercy your Store, my Wiſdom: 
your Connſellor, my: Fuſtice your Reven-- 
ger and: Rewarder,my Holineſs a Fountain 
of Grace unto.you, my Soveraigzty to be: 
commanded by you, my 1rfrniteneſs and 


| All-ſufficiency the lot and extent of your 
| Inheritance,my Faithfulneſr and Unchan- 


geablexeſs therock.of your Reſt and Secu- 
rity, my Eternity the date of your Hap» 
pineſs. I will be yours in all my 'Per/o- 
zal Relations; a Father unto you; what 


would my Children have2 Of your 


Father's 
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Father's InſtruQtion and Probation, Pro- 
tection and Proviſion, Care and Ear, 
Bread and Rod, Heart and Houſe, Pity | 
and Compatlion, I here aſſure you : my 
Son and Spirit I give you; to cloath 
and teach you, afliſt and comfort you, 
intercede in and for you, ſanftify and 
ſave you 5 with my ſelf I give you al 
things, mine Angels for your Guardian 
and Attendants: my Word and Ordi- 
nances, Miniſters and Providences for 
your guide and good. Whether Pal, 
or Apoiio, or Gephas, or the World, or 
Life, or Death 3 or things preſent, or 
things to come, all are yours. 
And that you may know I am in ear- 
neſt, loe, [ eſtabliſh my Covenant with 
ou, ordered in all things and ſure 5 writ- 
ten in the Blood, founded in the all-ſuf- 
ficient merits of your Szrety, in whom| 
I am well pleaſed ; whoſe Death made | 
this Teſtament unchangeable for ever | 
ſo that your Name can never be blotted: 
out, nor your [zheritance altenated, nor 
our Legacies duminiſhed, nothing can: 
be altered. I here ſolemnly deliver it to: 
you as my AG and Deed, ſcaled. with 
| the | 


The Cup. 157 bs. 


the Oath and Blood of God, who engages 


here his own Body for Security ! Come 
ye bleſled, fear not, the Donation is 
free and full. 1 have received a Ranſom, 
and expe& only you believe, know, and 
accept of your own Blefſedneſs. Here 
are the Conveyances, fee the Seals, take 
the Writings, bekold the Blood of the Cove- 
nant ; receive the Inſtruments of your 
Salvation. Thzs I give you as a Pledge of 
my Love, and of the Truth of all I have 
promiſed. I hereby plight you my 
Troth, and fet to my Hand, ratify and 
confirm every Article of theſe Inden- 
tures, and do actually deliver into thy 
Hand this glortous Charter, with all its 
Royalties and Priviledges as your own 
for ever. ; 
Amen, Hallelajah. O. be it unto thy 


. Servant according to- thy Word. But 


whoam I? and what 1s my Father's 
Houſe, that thou haft brought me hi- 
ther > What ſhall thy Servant ſay unto: 
thee 2. I am lilenced with. wonder, and: 
muſt ſit down 1n Aſtoniſhment., for I can= 
not utter the leaſt tittle of thy Praiſe. Oz, 
what meaneth the height of this ſtrange. 
Love £2 
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Lowe? that the Lord of all ſhould enter 
into Goverant with his Dult, and take 
into his Boſom the viperous Brood, that 
have fo often ſpit their Venom in his 
Face ? I am not worthy to waſh the Feet 
of the Servants of my Lord, how much 


lefs to be one with thee, and' to be made! 


Fartaker of thofe bleſſed Priviledges ſetled 
upon thy Soxs 2 but for thy Goodneſs 
ſake, and according to thine own Heart 


haſt thou done this; even ſo Father, be- 


cauſe itſeemed' good unto thee. Won- 
der, O Heavens, and. be moved, O 


Earth, at this great thing ! Rejoyce, O 


Angels 5 ſhout, O Seraphims-; ſtrike: 
up, ye Cceleſtial Quires;. help Heaven 


and Earth 3 fing unto: the- Lord, O ye 
his Saints 5 prepare an Epithalamium, O: 
all ye Friends of the Bridegroom, be rea-- 


dy with the Marriage Soxg -. for Heaven 


andtEarth, God and Man.are reconciled, | 
a-Covenant of Peace entred: and ſealed, | 


Fehoval hath betrothed* himſelf to his 
hopeleſs Captives, and: owns the -Mar- 
rrage- before all: the World : He is-be- 


come one with-us, and' we with- him; 


he hath: bequeathed' to. us Heaven. and. 
| Earth, 
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Earth, with the Fulneſs thereof, and 
kept back, left us nothing to ask at his 
hands, but what he hath already freely 
grarited. O, had I the Tonguesof Men 
and Angels, all were too little for my 
ſingle turn : the whole Quire is not ſuf- 
ficient to utter his Praiſe. 

And will the Lord be »:ine £ bath he 
laid aſide the Controverſy, and conclu- 
ded a Peace ? will he receive his Rebel 
to Mercy, and open his Door to his-Pro- 
digal? Tr will bow my ſelf before his 
Foot-ſtoo], and fay, O Lord, I have 
heard thy Words, and do here lay hold 
on thy Covenant ; I ſubſcribe to thy Cox- 
ditions, ad cloſe with my Mediator 3 
accept "% Kindneſs, I adventure m 
{]f upon thy Fidelity, and truſt my 
whole Happineſs here and hereafter up- 
on thy Promiſes. O my God, I fub- 
jet my whole Soul unto thee: O my 


| Rock, in thee will I build all my hopes 


and Confidence : O ſtaff of my Life, 
ſtrength of my Soul, life of my Joys, 
and the joy of my Life, I will ſit and 


ling under thy Shadow with great De- 
light, 
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delight, and glory in thy Salvation. 

I here take thee at thy Word, thou 
God of Truth ; thou requireſt but my 
Conſent and Acceptance, and here thou 
haſt it 3 in token whereof I recerve this 
Pledge thou haſt left me ; believing 
thou wilt eſtabliſh for ever thy Word 
unto thy Servant, and do as thou haſt 
ſaid, In this Blood of thine, O Savi- 
our, I believe, I receive it as mine, | 
thirſtily drink down, and heartily apply 
it, with a comfortable gow =" of 
all thoſe bleſſed Benefits, prfrchaſed, (e- 
cured, ſealed by it. 

I am more loathſome and abominable 
than the croaking Toad, ot molt ve: 


nomous Serpent z but this Blood wa 


ſhed to make me preciovs before thee; 
which I durſt not have thought, but 
that I hear thee ſay, Since thou waſt pre 
cious in my Sight, thou haſt been honoura- 
ble, and 1 have loved thee. And, O, how 
truly mayſt thou call us a dear, a pre: 
cious People, who are bought with that 
Blood, a drop of which is of worth to 
purchaſe Heaven and Earth ! 


li 


| 


4 
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I owe the ſuffering of the Penalty 
due, for breaking thy Law, violating 
thy Covenant, and wronging thy Ju- 
ſtice. But was not this Blood ſhed for 
our good, and in our ftead £ hath not our 
Sarety made full SatisfaCtion ? undergone 
the Curſe of our Sins ? born them all in 
his own Body upon the Tree? endured 
as much as they deſerved, as thy Fxſtice 
demanded? was he not once offered up 
to bear the Sins of many ? became he 
not ſubject to the Law for us,in our Na- 


ture, and repreſentatively in our ſtead ? 
ſetting' us right with, reconciling us 


again tO thee ? hath he not made Satiſ- 
faction for the Injury we had done thee 


_ asour Jxdg, and performed that Ser- 


vice we owed thee as our Maker 2 Isnot 
the Creditor ſatisfied when the Debt 1s 
paid 2? will thy Juſtice ſuffer thee to de- 
mand the ſame Delt twice, of the Surety, 
and Debtor ? 1s not thy wrath appeaſed 


with hi, made ſo miſcrable a Spectacle, 


ſo dear unto thee ? 1s not the leaſt drachm 
of this Blood of God, of greater value 
than a Sea of mine ? of value to ranſom 
as many Worlds of Men, as Men in this ? 
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a ſufhcient Satisfation for all my Sins, 


an all-ſafficient Price for my Redemp-| 


tion? being juſtified freely by his 
Grace through the Redemption that is 


in Jeſus Chriſt, whom God hath ſe| 


forth to be a Propitiation through Faith 
in his Blood ; to declare his Righteoul- 
neſs for the Remiſſion of Sins that are 
paſt, through the Forbearance of God; 
to declare, I ſay, his Righteouſneſs, that 
he might be juſt, and the Juſtifier of him 
that believeth in Jeſus. If we confeſs 
our Sins, he is faithful and juſt to for- 
give us our Sins, and to cleanſe us from 
all Unrighteouſneſs. 

I am guilty of many heinow Sins 
againſt Love and Light, Mercies and 
Judgments, my own Conſcience, and the 
light of Nature ; and without ſhedding 
of Blood is no Remiſſion. But. here is that 
which procures it for us, and ſeals the 
Promiſe of it to us ; to the praife of the 


Glory of thy Grace, thou haſt made us| 


accepted in the Beloved; once in the 
, end of the World, ke hath appeared to 
put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himſelf, 


in whom we have Redemption through} 


his 
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his Blood, even the Forgivenefs of Sins. 


"| Thy Word aſſures it to all that take him 


for their Saviour, (which I find my ſelf 
by thy Grace enabled to do) and thou 


| haſt bound thy Word with thy Oath, 


and to both added thy Sacraments as 
Seals 3 this threefold Cord cannot be 
broken. At the day of Judgment thou 
wilt own thy Hand and Seal, and folemn- 

acquit me whom thou now pardoneſt 
by thy deed of Gift, the Goſpel ; there 
is no Condemnation to them that are in 
Chriſt Feſws. CD 

-] am naturally, and by evil Works, at 


a diſtance from thee, at Enmity with 


thee, an Enemy to thee. But God was 
in Chriſt, reconciling the World unto 
himſelf; his Blood was given to make an 
Atonement: for our Souls: thy Wrath is 
turned from us, thou art become propi- 
tious to Believers. Ghriſt our Paſſover is 
ſacrificed for us,the Propitiation (Propi- 
tiatory-Sacrifice) for our Sins; that thou 
mighteſt paſs over and look upon us with 
a plealing Afpe&t ;- be ſatisfied for Sin, 
and pacitied to Sinners 3 Sin expiated; 
and thou appeaſed : and we as well in- 
oratiated, 
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_ gratiated, brought into favour, of Ene. 
' mies made Friends, as pardoned ; having 


made up the breach, and made Peace | 


through the Blood of his Croſs, by hin; 
to reconcile all: things to himſelf; we 
that were ſometimes Aliens and Ene- 
 mies, now thou haſt reconciled in the 
Body of his Fleſh through Death; to 
preſent us holy, unblameable, unre- 
proveable in thy ſight. We, who ſome- 
times were far off, are made nigh by the 
Blood of Chriſt ; for heis our Peace (our 
Peace-maker) who hath made both one, 
and broken down the .middle Wall of 
Partition between us; by whom we 
have alſo now received the Atonement. 
Lord, I am in worſe than Egyptian 
Bondage, a Captive to Satan, a Slave to 
my Luſts, deſtitute of Grace, and every 


good thing. But is not here a ſufficient | 
Price laid down for my Ranſom? and | 
all things pertaining to Life and Godli- | 
neſs 2 hath He not obtained eternal Re- | 


demption for us, who came to give, who 
gave himſelf a Ranſom for many, for all? 
kath he not delivered, redeemed, and. 


brought me quite out of the Hands of | 
Juſtice, | 
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Juſtice, out of the power of Sin and Sa- 
tan? If while we were yet Sinners, 


| Chriſt died for us, much more then be- 


ing now juſtified by his Blood, ſhall we 
be ſaved from Wrath through him. For 
Sin, he condemned Sin in the Fleſh, o- 
vercame Death, and deſtroyed him that 


had the power of Death, even the De- 


vil. I beg of thee, and relie upon thee 
for Supplies of my Soul-preſſing Wants, 
Grace, and Peace, and Comfort, more 
love unto thee and fear of thee; and I 
ask no more than what he hath bought 
for me ; who hath not only purchaſed me 
with h7s own Blood, but all good things 
by the Redundancy of his Merit, after 
Satisfaction made unto thee for our Debt. 

I have no Righteouſneſs of my own, 
but what is as filthy Rags; but thou haſt 


| made 52 tobe Sin for us, who knew no 
| Sin, that we might be made the Righte- 
| Ouſneſs of God 1n him : we are cloathed 


with him, and appear in thy ſight as 
Parts and Portions of himſelf, the Fulneſs 
of $i»: that filleth all in all. O! im- 
pute not the Gxzlt, but the Merzt of his 


| Blood unto me : behold me in him, 


whom 
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whom thou haſt appointed Mediator be.ſ | 


tween Thee and Sinners 5 whoſe Kigh- 


teouſneſs 1n every point anſwers thy] 


Juſtice, and whoſe Syferings are ſuffict 
ent to ſatisfy the Penalty of all my Sins: 
O, ballance them againſt mine Jniqui- 
ties; and the exceſs and proportion 
Vertue in his Obedience, againſt the 
Malignity and Unpleaſingneſs of my 
Difobedience ; they will ſo far exceed 
in Weight and Worth, that thou wilt is 
7#ſtice rather pour forth thy Mercy up: 
on me, and accept me into Favour for 
the one, then hold me ſti]] in Difplex- 
ſure for the other. And, O thou who, 
without grudging, bore my Burthenſ 
when thou ſtoodelt at the Bar of Accu- 
fation ! when thou ſhalt fit in the Seat of 
- Judgment, wilt thou ſtick to ſeal my 
| Pardon ? Where thy {ſelf haſt paid the 


—__ 


Debt, thy Juſtice cannot deny to fign 


the Acquittance, nor thy tender Love] 


ſuffer thee to condemn or rejed a mem: 
ber of thy Body, a part of thy ſelf. Thou 
that ſuffered(ſt-for me here, and pleadel! 
for me now, cannot forget to be gract 
Ous to me then, 37" RN 
The 
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- "The Law, Satan, and my Sins not on- 
ly ſilence me, that I cannot plead my 


own Cauſe, but they plead againſt me, 


and cry unto thee for Vengeance. Burt 

is not this Blood as a viſible Prayer in 
every Wound, as ſo many Mouths open 
interceding to thee for Pardon and Mer- 
cy for me ? ſaying, Behold the travel of 
my Soul, the purchaſe of my Blood, the 

fruit of my Agonics 3 for him I wept 
and ſweat, bled and died ; he hath fin- 
ned, but I have fatished : he departed 
for at Seaſon, that thou ſhouldlt receive 
him for ever, not as a Servant only, but 
brother unto me, both 1n the Fleſh, and 
in the Lord; for mine, and thy own 
ſake, therefore if thou account me thy 
beloyed Son, receive him as my ſelf, in_ 
whom thou art well pleaſed : if he have 

wronged thee, or owes thee ought, put 


|. tt on my account, I will repay it, I will 


anſwer for him : I Jeſus have ratified 


and confirmed it with my own Blood :- his 


Surety came not out of Prifon, until he 
had paid the uttermoſt Farthing. Be- + 
hold, O Lord, the bleeding Wounds of - 
thy own Son ; remember how his Body 

I was 
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was broken; think upon his precious | 


Blood ſhed for us; let us die, if he hath 
not made a full Satisfaction ; we delire 
not to be pardoned, if he hath not paid 
our Debt, But canſt thou behold him, 
and not be well pleaſed with us ? canſ 
thou look upon his Body and Blood 
which we preſent to thee, and turn thy 


Face from us? O, let us prevail in the | 


virtue of his Sacrifice, for the Graces and 
Bleſlings we need ! Take pity, have mer- 
Cy upon us for his ſake, whom we now 


deſire to hold up between thy Anger, | 


and our Souls ; and hide not thy ſelf 
from #5, unleſs thou canſt from kim, 
whom- we bring with us, unto thee. 
While we are remembring him at his 
Table, he is remembring us at his Fa- 
| ther's Right-hand 3 making our Peace, 
pleading our Cauſe, appearing in our 
ſtead, interceding for, ſuing out our 
Pardon in the Court of Heaven, ſeeing 
right done him on our behalf. 

I am not only guilty, but polluted; 
Sin hath as well defaled, as it would damn 
me. But O, I remember who loved us, 


and waſhed us from our Sins in his owz 
| Blood 3 


SS mnfmu sf oo . Ty bo © =: = 


PM If wm 


The Cup: 169 


Blood; which is of Vertue and Spirit to 


purify me, as well as value and merit to 
pacify thee. To this Fountain which thou 
haſt jet open, T bring my polluted Soul ; 
and what hinders but that I may waſh 
and be clean ? be purged from the filth, 
as well as pardoned for, and ſaved from 
the Guilt of all my Sins ? for the Blood 


— of Jeſus Chriſt his Son cleanſeth us from 


all Sins. 

O, how often is my Soul caſt down 
within me? my Omiſſtons and Commil- 
ſions, my Sins and Duties (as I perform 
them) diſcomfort me; I am aſhamed of, 
and bluſh to ſee them 3 my Petitions for 
Pardon, ſtand in need of Pardon ; my 
Tears of waſhing, my beſt Performan- 
ces, are Provocations, and help to fill up 
the meaſure of my Sins3 but for the 
Prieſt that offers, the Altar that ſanQi- 
fies all my Services, the ſweet Incenſe he 
offers with our Prayers. 

His Prieſthood 1s for ever available, 
and effeftual for us. Here is Wine ſweet- 
ned with the Love of God, perfumed 
with the divine Nature; thatchears the 
Heart of God by way of ae” - I 
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the Heart of Man by way of Pacificati- | 
on; that makes Peace in Heaven, and 
within us; and all our Sacrifices well 
pleaſing unto thee; who dealeſt not with 
#4 according to our Frailties, but ſtate in 
our Advocate 5 who, when he had by 
himſelf purged our Sins, fate down on 
the Right-hand of the Majeſty on high, 
and ever lives to make Interceſſion for us, 
If thy Grace prevented us before Repen- 
tance, that we might return, ſhall it not 
much more prevent repenting Sinners, 
that we may not periſh? how canſt thou 
but love them that love thee, ſeeing thou 
loved{t us when we hated thee ? 

O my ſtony unrelenting Heart ! how 
unaffeted am I with my own Vileneſs, 
and thy Goodneſs, the Evil of Sin, and 
Excellency of Grace, the worth of my 
Soul, and Death of my Saviour ! but the 
Blood of Chriſt is able to ſoften and mollify 
the moſt obdurate Sinner. O that I could 
feel the Vertue and Power of #t, diflol- 
ving this Rock intoa Fountain of Tears, | 
2 relenting Frame, an Heart of Fleſh ! 

My Luſts and Corruptions are many 
and mighty 3 too ſtrog for me, but _ 

| or 
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for thy ſelf. As in the firſt Adam's Sin, 
Man died legally,ſo in the ſecond Adam's 


Death, Sin died virtually. He ſuffered 
to ſave his People from their Sins, that 
Himſelf, and not Sin, ſhould have Domi- 
nion over us. Shall not that Blood mor- 
tify my Pride, Worldlineſs, inordinate 
Afﬀections, which ſhall ſubdue the whole 


| body of Sin? ſhall I reproach or make 


void his Death unto my own Soul ? or 
by continuance in Sin, that brought ſo 
great a Puniſhment on ſo great a Perſon, 
bea greater Enemy to him than the 
Jews were?. How ſhall we that are dead 
to Sin, live any longer therein 3 know- 
ing this that our Old Man is cruciftcd 
with him, that the body of Sin might be 
deſtroyed, that henceforth we lhould 
nct ſerve Sin ? O, that I may henceforth 
find and reckon my ſclf to be dead un- 
to Sin, but alive unto God through Je- 
fus Chriſt our Lord ! 

O, how am I tempted and aflaulted ? 
that I am ſometimes ready to ſay, I ſhall 
one day fall by my ſpiritual Enemies 5 
but Faith gives us a ſhare inthe FiGories 
of Chriſt : having ſpoiled all Principalities 
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and Powers, he made a ſhew of them 
openly ; triumphing over them as our 
'Enemies, in, on the Groſs, his triumphant 


 Chrartot ; took away from them all poke 


ſibility to hurt, though they aſſault us 
ſtill, we are affured of an abſolute Vk- 
Gory. The Accuſer of the * Brethrez is 
calt down, which accuſed them before 
God day and night, and they overcome 


by the *Blood of the Lamb, that hath | 


quenched the Flames of divine Fury,and 
all our Ezemies are reconciled or ſubdued. 

Ah, my Lord ! howoften doth Sin and 
the World deaden my Heart and Aﬀecti- 
ons towards thee? O, how dull, how in- 
difpoſed ? that I cannot pray with Lite, 
nor be lively 1 thy Service : but ths 
Blood was {hed to ſet Priſoners free ; and 
1s the life of all our Duties, Graces, and 
Comforts. O that its Power and Efficacy 


may quicken and enliven me, may put | 
Vivacity and Activity in me ! that I may | 


pray and hear, recerve, meditate, and dil- 
courle of ſpiritual things, with Freedom 
and Liberty, Livelineſs and Cheartulneſs. 


O that I may no more, as TI have too. | 


too often, dilÞclieved, or queſtion the 
Promiſes 


The Cup. 


Promiſes of this Life, or that to come. 
For this Blood ratifies and confirms the 
Covenant of Grace ; not only purchaſed, 
but aſſures us of all good things. Chriſt's 
Will and Teftament, wherein he hath be- 
queathed ſuch precious Legacies, ts his 
People, is now of force ; for a Thftamert 
3s of force after the Teſtator is dedd. 

O how ought. it to affe& me, for the 
betraying of Innocent * Blood ! he was ho- 
ly, harmleſs, undefiled, feparate from 
Sinners; in his hands no Wickedneſs, 
in his Heart no Sin, no Guile found in his 
Mouth. I and my Brethren are guilty, 
but for this ſpotleſs Lamb, what hath 
he done? and where there is no 97, 


thou 1nflicteſt no Puniſhment. But be 


was numbred with the Tranſpreſſors; 
ſurely then the Lord hath laid on him 
the Tniquity of us all : for the Tran(* 
geſtion of thy People was he ſmitten 5; 
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by his Knowledge thall thy rightcous. . 


Servant juſtify many, for he ſha!l bear 
their Iniquities. O! I take thee at thy 
word, and do. believe all my $775, with 


all thine Elect's, were imputed to car 
Sxrety; and the ages of Sin inflited on 
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and diſcharged. 

I am guilty of many __— Sing, 
and am the greateſt Sinners ; but 
with thee is plenteows Redemption through 
Chriſt Jeſus; who ſhed h# Blood, not 
becauſe we were 7ighteoxs, but to make 
us /o - of infinite Vertze and Merit, - as 
ſufficient for me 5 as if none elſe were 
juſtified or ſaved by it. He 1s able to 
{ave to the utmoſt all that come unto 
thee by him. | 

O, how fmall, how imperfect are 


my Graces ? how cold my Love ? how | 


weak my Faith 2 how faint my Deſires 
sfer thee? but the leaſt degree of 


Grace is the Fruit of iz Blood + O, that | 


T may find z7is Efticacy, perfecting that 
good Work thou baſt begun 1m me, from 
- dtength to Strength, till Grace be con- 
ſummated in Glory. Through the ' Blood 
of te eternal Covenant, make me perf 
in every good Work to do thy Vil, work- 


ing in me that which is well pleaſing in thy | 


HS ictt. 


| O! what Trifles diſturb my chart | 
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LH 


him, that we might be fully acquitted | 
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| Inconſtant is my Love to thoſe, who /y 


one Spirit are all baptized into one Body £ 
but Chriſt hath reconciled us into one 
Body by the Croſs, having ſlain the E- 
mity thereby £ O, that henceforth I may 
be of one Heart with his Diſciples, and 
love them as he hath loved us! 

Our God is a conſuming Fire 5 whicly 
F cannot but dread, having ſo muclx 
Fewel about me, and within me ; but in. 


thy Son I ſee Fleſh of my Fleſh, and * Bone 


of my * Bone; who gave himſelf for us. And 


thall the Sentence of thy Judgment dit- 
annul the merit of his Sufferingr, of his 
Satisfaction £ Didſttthou not puniſh hinr,, 
that thou mighteſt//pare zs £ is it not as; 
great anecelhty of thy ſatisfied Jaſtice to: 


ſpare the Sinner, as it was of thy offen- 


ded' Fuſtice to puniſh the Sin? thou artnot: 
only reconcileable, but deſirous tobecome 
our Friend. O,how comfortableare thoſe: 
words of thine: to my guilty. Soul, 7he: 
Father judgeth no. Mun, but hath commit=- 


ted all Tudgmentto the Son 5, his firſt com- 


ig was 1n the Fleſh, when: he took on: 
him our Nature; his ſecond in the Spt- - 
mt, when he imparted: unto us of his: 

l 5 Spirit.5; 


4 196 - The (up. 


Spirit; his third will be in power, when | 
he ſhall communicate to us his Glory : his 
firſt was to redeem, his ſecond to comfort, 
his third will be to reward ws. If we be 
careful not to offend, he will not be extream 
to mark what we do amiſs. He will proceed. 
not according tothe Law,which requires 
an abſolute Obedience without Sin, and. 
condemns. all that have been guilty of 
any Sin: 3. but according to- the Goſpel, 
which admits of Repentance forthe For- 
eiveneſs of Sin, and will. condemn none 

- but the unbelieving and impenitent Sin- 
ner. Dumnation ts denounced, not for 
breaking the Law, but rejefing the Goſpel. 
He is. faithful becauſe he hath promiſed 3. 
and jxſf, becauſe his. Soz hath purchaſed 
Forgiveneſs, The ſame Sentence ſhall be 
pronounced as is paſt already in the Goſ- 
pel, Whoſoever believes in him, ſhall: not: pe* 
riſh, but have everlaſting-Life. 

Sin hath-ſhut us out. of Paradiſe ; but | 
the Blood. of Ghrift hath opened. the 
Kingdom of Heaven.to-all'Believers. 1k 

_ gives us here a Right, and hereafter an 
AAdmiſſ1on > through this Red:Sea we en- 
ter into the Heavenly Gaznaarz.and for 
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this cauſe he is the Med1itor of the New- 
Teſtament, that by means of Death, for 
the Redemption of the Tranſgreſſtons. 
that were under the firlt Teſtament,. 
they which are called might receive the: 
Promiſe of eternal Inheritance. 

And he that hath purchaſed for us a: 
Kingdom, hath thrown in, ſtored up all: 
Neceſſaries for our Paſlage thither 5 Muir 
tenance for his Heirs, untill they come to: 
Age. He will not negle& his Members 5, 
not ſtarve his own Body : He will refreſh. 
the weary 'Pilgrim ; furniſh and ſupply 
us with Proviſon to ſerve us by the way,, 
till we come home to himſelf. How hall 
he refuſe our Prayers for any thing,now: 
we are united-:to-his Perſon, our Souls: 
joyned:to, and nouriſhed by. his Body,, 
ſanAaified by his Blood,and cloathed with: 
his Robes, marked: with his Character,, 
and ſealed with his Spirit, renewed with, 
his Vows, conſigned to his Glory, and. 
adoptedto his Inheritance z when we re-- 
preſent his Death,and pray 1n virtue of. 
bis Paſſion, and-imitate his Interceſſ1on,, - 
and: do that: he commands.,. and' take: 
Chriſt.along with. us in.our. Arms, _ 
| "QILTLL 
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ſpared not his ewn Son, but delivered him 
up for us all, how ſhall ke not with kim 
freely give us all things £2 
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Bc here 18-no continuing Banquet ! 
_J O, how unwillingly do. I rife? 


How loth-am.I to go hence? methinks | 


I could (it here and feaſt my ſelf. for ever. 
©, what running Banquets my Lord af- 
fords me ! ſure he need.not fear I ſhould 
{urfeit on himſelf, or. be weary. of. his 
Company. O'!. what ſhall I do in. yon» 
der unſatisfying. Soul-ſtarving World 2 
[ have been feediug on my Paſchal Lamb, 
and now muſt to my. ſour. Herbs again! 
If it be his: Will, I muft. obey !. but O, 
take me by the Hand, lead.and uphold 
me,,. be ſtill by me; let me ſce thee al- 
ways-with me. I knaw thou haſt pre- 
1 the exdleſs Feaſt: above,. where Þ 
all. ever lie in. thy Boſom, under the 
unintertupted. Beams of thy ſmiling and 


offer Lim, he eſſentially loves? He that | 
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| aſt-.cheering Countenance; and glut my 


hungry Soul on the Banquet of thy ever 
bleficd felt: In compariſon of which 
now rather Faſt than Feaft 5 and enjoy 
but drops of the River of Pleaſure z an 
Antipaſt of the eternal Supper, a. Vigil 
of the Eternal Reſt, where my Appetite 
ſhall be ſatisfed, and my Thirſt quench- 
ed in the Ocean it ſelf : where I ſhall ſee 


thee in thy Glory, and be raviſhd in the 


fght of thy Beauty, and drink of thoſe. 


_ over-flowing Joys ſtreaming from the 


Light of thy ever bleſſed Face. Where 
Body and Soulſhall be ſubject to.no Cor-- 
ruption, Imperfection, er Decay 5 nor- 
ſtand' in need of ſuch Yraticums to ſup- 
port us.in our way. Where the vail of ' 
our Mortality ſhall be rent 3 our Mud-- 
wall of Fleſh made ſpiritual and tranſpa- 
zent z. the Shadows and Reſemblances 
aboliſhed; the Glaſs removed.the Riddle 
of our Salvation unfolded, the Vapours 
of Corruption diſpelled, the Patience of 
our ExpeCtation rewarded 3 where fron: 
the power of the Spirit within, and pre-! 
{nce of Chriſt without, there ſhall be 
diffuſed onthe whole Man aduble Luſtre 
ut 
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of that exceeding abundant Glory. This| 


Ordinance is a Type of that Eternal 
Feaſt; the feeding on his Body, a Pledge 
of ſeeing his Face ;, the ſame Company 
there, and Chriſt in the midit of them ; 
where he ſhall gird himſelf, and make #4 
to ſit down at meat, and come forth and 
ſerve #4. O the Dignity, the Comfort 
of thoſe Servants, who. have infinite de- 


light, Majeſty it ſelf, condeſcending to: 


ſerve them at the Table !. for the Gueſts 


to have him ſet himſelf to ſolace them z; 


who 1s infinite in Sweetneſs and Know- 


ledg, to. make his Sweetneſs pleaſe | 
them ;- whoſe Boſom: 1s the Hive and 


Centre of all.Goodneſs, in which all the 
ſcattered parcels of. Bleſledneſs are bun- 
dled UP. 

But alas, as. yet I am on Earth, and: 
have my work to do, too: too toilſom 
and heavy for me; ſcarcely ſhould I 
have laſted-out ſo long, but that at ſuch 
Seaſons as this, he repairs my ſinking: 
Soul, by pouring. in- the Cordials- of 


his Blood,. the Comforts of his Spirit. | 
_ ©; little did- I think to -be thus much: 


made of, or. minded. by him; who: is: 
| taken; 


—_- 


taken up with. the Attendance, and 
Praiſes of his Heavenly Hoſt 3 my Con- 
ſcience would have kept me away, but 
he called me to him, ran to meet me, 
and took me in his Arms, and rebuked 


| my timerous Spirit, ſaying, Wherefore 


didſt thou fear £ I called my ſelf Prodi- 


gal, a Companion of Swine, a miſerable: 


hard hearted Wretch, no:more worthy 


to be called his Son, or Servant z he- 
called me Ghil/d,. and chid. me for que-- 


ſioning his Love. He hath readily for- 


given me thoſe $i775-] thought would have: 
made my Soul-the Fewel of Hell. He- 
hath put on me the beſt Robe, his Son's. 
Righteouſneſs z a Rizg on my Hand, ho-- 
noured, adorned me with. the Riches,. 
the Seals and Pledges of his Love 3. and: 
$/0es ON my Feet, prepared, armed,, 
firmly. ſetled me to go-throughout all: 


the Difficulties of a rugged way ::by. en- 


abling:me to believe the Goſpel of Peace 
and Atonement, He hath killed the 
Fatted. Calf for me, inſtead of mingling. 


my Blood with my Sacrifice z and en» 


tertained me with Joy, with Muſick and: 
with. Feaſting; when L better deſerved: 
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to have been howling among the Dogs] ha 
without the Door, than a Crumb at hy} W 
Table. He hath embraced me in his} re 
ſuſtaining Conſolatory Arms, when he K 
might have ſpurned my guilty Soul tof Ii 
Hell, faying, Depart from me, I know hi 
you 108. -jQ 
O! how ſhall I mention the loving} £ 
Kindneſs and Praiſes of the Lord, ac-| !! 
cording to his Mercy, according to the} 1 
multitade of his loving Kjndneſfs, ac-} "1 
_ cording to all he hath beſtowed on me; | © 
and his great Goodneſs to the Houſe of | C 
Tfael ? O, that I could proclaim thy | E 
Love to all the World, and make the | t 
whole Earth ring with thy Praiſes, and | ' 
awake every Creature to-do it with me? | C 
O that IF could laud' him with the Ce- | \ 
leſtial Quire, and joyn- my Heart and | | 
Voice with the Spirits of juſt Men made | * 
perfe&t! | To:him | who hath ereated'a | | 
whole World: fo- large,, beautiful; and 
magnificent to- ſerve us 3 ſubjetted ſo 
fair a Territory toour Dominion 3 con-+ 
figned to-our uſe ſo numerous a race of | 
goodly Creatures, to. be managed, en- 
Jyed, governed. by. us.. [To him Þ _ 
1AL2 


hath endued our * Bodies ſo fearfully, 
wonderfully, curiouſly made, with Soxls 
reſembling his excellent Perfections in 
Knowledg, Righteouſneſs and true Ho- 
lineſs, capable of ſerving and enjoying 
him 3 affording to that end all conve- 
mient Inſtruftions, Encouragements and 
Aſliſtances. [To him] that fupplies our 
manifold Needs, protects us from innu- 
merable dangers, gives us whatſoever 1s 
neceilary, convenient, and pleaſant, for 
our Ule, Suſtenance, and Delight 5 ac- 
cepts our Acknowledgments of former 
Bleſſings, as Arguments and Opportunt- 
ties of conferring freſh ones: who might 
utterly caſt us off when we threw off 
our Obedience, and long ago have fan'd 
us as Chaff fromoff the Face ofthe Earth 


by the Breath of his Noſtrils into un- 


quenchable Fire. [ To him |] who re- 
membred us in our low Eſtate, when 
we had loſt his [zzage and Fazonr, our 
Excellency and Happineſs ; deſcended 
from his Imperial Throne, took upon 
{.1m our Shape, converſed as it were up- 
on equal Terms with us, to aſſume us 1n- 
tO a nearer Afftiity 3 ſukmittivg to our 
choice, 
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choice, Crown that cannot fade, Scep: 
ters that cannot. be extorted fromf 


us. | To him] Who hath ſaved, andf 
called us with an holy Calling ; quick 


ned us who were dead in Treſpaſle; 
and Sins ? opened our Eyes, bowed out 
Wills, ſpiritualized our Atections, char 
ged us from Darkneſs to Light, and from 
'the Power of Satan unto God, that we 
might receive Forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
an Inheritance among them that are 
ſanfified by Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. [To 
him ] who forgives our Iniquities, co 
vers our Sins, juſtifies the ungodly, heal: 


eth all our Diſcaſes 3 imputeth not out}. 


Treſpaſſes, but his Righteouſneſs unto 
us : redeemeth our Life from Death and 
Deſtruction : crovneth us with loving 
Kindneſs and tender Mercies. | To him} 
who hath adopted us, and looks upon 
us, Provides for us, and deals with us 
as Sons, Heirs of God, and: Co heirs 
with Chriſt, Fellow-Citizens with the 
Saints,and of the Houſhold of God. [ To 
him] who hath not lately begun, or 
will ſuddenly ceaſe, 1s neither 1ncon- 
{ftant, or mutable in his Aﬀcections, but 


from 
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+ from everlaſting, continues, and will to 
| Eternity perſevere immutable in his In- 
' tentions to do us good 3 that hath deli- 
| vered, doth deliver, and will deliver ; 
k| and never leave us nor forſake us. | Ts 
ur} hin] whom no Ingratitude, undutiful 
nd} Carriage, or Diſobedience of ours, could 
"mm one minute wholly remove or divert 
ve from his ſteady purpoſe of caring for us: 
nd} who regard us, though we do not at- 
re} tend to him 5 procures our Welfare, 
Tf though we neglect his Concerns; em- 
of ploys his reſtleſs Thoughts, extends his 
l-] watchful Eye, exerts his powerful Arm, 
ae} is always mindful, and buſie to do us 
to} good : watches over us, when we ſleep 3 
1d} remembers us when welorget our ſelves; 
| 1 whom 'tis infinite Condeſcenſion to 
|| to think of #4, placed ſo far beneath his 
nl} Thoughts; to value us, Duſt and Dirt, 
15} and inconſiderable nothingsz not to de- 
rs} fpiſe and hate us, fo really deſpicable, 
& and unworthy. [ To kim | that is as 
7þ merciful and gracious, as Jiberal and 
x munificent 3 that not only beltows on 
-| Vs more Gifts, but pardons us more 
t} Debts than we live Minutes; that with 
__— infhnite 
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infinite Patience endures, not only ourf 
manifold Infirmities, and Imperfe&Þra 
ons, but our petulant Follies, and obſti-Þ 
nate Perverſneſfs, careleſs NegleCts, wik 
ful Miſcarriages, treacherous InfideliÞ at 
ties3 who puts up the exceeding many Al 
outragious Aﬀronts, Injuries, and Con} j0 
tumelies, continually offered to his Su-| li 
preme Majeſty, by »s baſe Worms, whom a! 
he hath always under his Feet, and can 't 
cruſh to nothing at his Pleaſure. [To 
bim | that hath loved us, and waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood, and 
hath made us Kings and Prieſts untof 
God his Father 3a Nate the Angels can- 
| Not ſing, who have many ſtrains of 
Praiſe we are thacquainted with. ['Ti} 
him} that is able to keep us from falling, 
and to prefent us faultleſs before the 
preſence of his Glory with exceeding] 
great Joy. [ To him} that vouchſafes us 
Hearts, and Abilities to wait upon, free 
acceſs unto, a conſtant Intercourſe, and 
familiar Acquaintance with himſelf”; to 
eſteem, and ſtile us his Friends, his Chil- 
dren; to invite us frequently, and en- 


tertain us ſo kindly with thefe incomp® 
rable 


— 


—— 


| rable delightful Delicacies of ſpiritual re- 
'paſt, with an AﬀeCtion as great, as our 
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Fare is coſtly: yea, to invite us often 


j.Þ at our Home, and if we admit, to abide 
and dwell with us3 indulging us the en- 
 joyment of that Preſence, wherein the 


life of all Joy and - Happinefs confiſts 3 


and to behold the Light of his all-chear- 
| ing Countenance. [ 10 him] who giveth 


freely and »pbraideth no Man with for- 
mer Unkindneſles, and Negle&s of his 


| Love, we are heartily aſhamed of; 
| who calls us neither very frequently, 


nor over-ſtrictly to account 3 who ex- 
ats of us no Impoſlibility, no difficult 


| Burthen, or coſtly Return; being ſatiſ- 


fied with the chearful Acceptance of his 


zeþ Favours, the hearty Acknowledgments 


of his Goodnels, the ſincere Performance 
of ſuch Duties, to which our own Wel- 
fare, Comfort, Advantage ( rightly ap- 
prehended) would otherwiſe abundant- 
ly diſpoſe us. [ To him] whole *Bene- 
fits to acknowledg is the greateſt Bene- 
fit of all : to be enabled to thank him, 
who deſerves our greateſt Thanks ; to 
be ſenſible of whoſe Beneficence, to . 
meditate 
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outragious Atfronts, Injuries, and Con- 


infinite Patience endures, not only ourſ 


manifold Infirmities, and  Imperfe&tþ 


ons, but our petulant Follies, and obſti-f 


nate Perverſneſs, careleſs Neglects, wikf 


ful Miſcarriages, treacherous Infideli- 
ties; who puts up the exceeding many 


tumelies, continually offered to his Su- 
preme Majeſty, by «s baſe Worms, whon| 
he hath always under his Feet, and can} 
cruſh to nothing at his Pleaſure. [_T' 
bim | that hath loved us, and waſhed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood, and 
hath made us Kings and Prieſts unto 
God his Father ;a Nate the Angels can- 
not ſing, who have many ſtrains off 


Praiſe we are Mhacquainted with. [ To 


— 


bim? that is able to keep us from falling, 


and to prefent us faultleſs before the 


preſence of his Glory with exceeding 
great Joy. [ To him} that vouckſafes us 
Hearts, and Abilities to wait upon, free] 
acceſs unto, a conſtant Intercourſe, and 
familiar Acquaintance with himelf'; to 
elteem, and ſtile us his Friends, his Chil- 
dren; to invite us frequently, and en- 
tertain us ſo kindly with theſe —_ 
ravle 
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rable delightful Delicacies of ſpiritual re- 
| paſt, with an Aﬀection as great, as our 
Fare is coſtly: yea, to invite us often 
' at our Home, and if we admit, to abide 


and dwell with us; indulging us the en- 
joyment of that Preſence, wherein the 
lite of all Joy and Happineſs conſiſts 3 


| and to behold the Light of his all-chear- 
| ing Countenance. | 1o him] who giveth 


freely and »pbraideth zo Man with for- 
mer Unkindneſles, and Neglects of his 
Love, we are heartily aſhamed of; 
who calls us neither very frequently, 
nor over-ſtrictly to account 5 who ex- 
ats of us no Impoſltbility, no difticult 
Burthen, or coſtly Return 3 being ſatiſ- 


| fied with the chearful Acceptance of his 
_ Favours, the hearty Acknowledgments 


of his Goodneſs, the ſincere Performance 
of ſuch Duties, to which our own Wel- 
fare, Comfort, Advantage ( rightly ap- 
prehended) would otherwiſe abundant- 
ly diſpoſe us. [ To him] whole *Bene- 
fits to acknowledg is the greateſt Bene- 
fit of all : to be enabled to thank him, 
who deſerves our greateſt Thanks ; to 
be ſenſible of whoſe Beneficence, to 
meditate 
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meditate on whoſe Goodneſs, to admire | 
- whoſe Excellencies, to celebrate whokf 
Praiſe, 1s Heaven it (elf, the Life of Ad} 


gels, the Quinteſſence of Joy, the (u. 
pream pitch of 'Beatitude. | To him) 
whoſe Benelits are immenſly great, in 
numerable many, inexprefiible goof 
and precious, be Glory, Majeſty and De 
minion now and for ever. 


And, O thou, the bleſſed Fountain 
of all Mercy and Goodneſs! Inſpire our 


Hearts with thy heavenly Grace ; and] 
thereby enable # rightly to apprehend, | 


diligently to conſider, faithfully to re- 
member, worthily to eſteem, to be 
thankfully affected with, to render all 
due Acknowledgment, Praiſe, Love and 
thankful Obedience for this, and all thy 
great and manifold Favours and Benefits 
conferred upon us. And bleffed be the 
| LordGod of Iſrael from everlaſting to ever- 
liſting, and bleſſed be his Glorious Name 
for ever 3 and /et the whole Earth be fil- 
led with his Glory, and let all the Peopk 
ſay, Amen. 


Going 
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How great a Lord hath my Soul 
() entertained! How glorious a Gueſt 
doſt thou now harbour ! How pleaſant 
a Companion, how faithful a Friend haſt 
thou now taken in ! How dear an Huſ- 
bind doſt thou now enjoy ! O, the in- 


 eſtimable Benefits received in theſe high 


and holy Myſteries! What azz 1, O Lord, 
or what is in me, that thou ſhouldſt do me 
this great Honour and Glory 2. and reveal 
unto me thy Heart and Love, which is 
ſecret unto others ? He might have pre- 
pared Torments, but behold Priviledges 
for me! I am unworthy to touch the 
Threſhold of thine Houſe, and thou haſt 
taken me to thy Table 3 not worthy to 
ſtand among thy Servants, and thou 
haſt made me (it with my Saviour ; not 
worthy to fall down before thy Foot- 
ſtool, and thou haſt ſmiled upon me, 
come in to me, and made my Heart thy 
Throne ; while others eat the Bread of 
Violence, 
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Violence, and drink the Wine of Deceit| 
what am I, that I ſhould eat the Body, 
and drink the Blood of thine own Son?| 
I am not worthy to eat the Bread off 


Men, and thou haſt given me the Bread 
of Angels. What they admire, I have 


received 5 whom they adore, I have en- 


' _  tertained 3 their Wonder is my Meat; 


Chriſt and they are two, T and my $x- 
viour are ozez O unſpeakable Myſtery! 
O incomparable Mercy ! 

This is He who came from Edo, 


with dyed Garments from Bozra, whom 


we have ſeen glorious 1n his Appa- 
rel, travelling in the Greatneſs of his 
Strength; returning in triumph from the 
Slaughter and Conquelt of all his and 
our Enemies ; mighty to ſave us from our 
S795, that weremighty to condemn. And 
he hath on his Veſture (the Title is con- 
fpicuous) and on his Thigh ( the place 
of Strength) King of Kings, and Lori 
Lords. Wherefore art thou red in thy 
Apparel, and thy Garments like him 
that treadeth the Wine-fat > [I have 
trodden the Winepreſs of the Fierceneſs and 
Wrath of God, and of the People there 

was 
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' wasnone With me 3 I have diſcomfited 
| my Peoples Enemies, and trodden them 


down like Grapes in a Waine-prefs : 


| their Blood ts ſprinkled upon my Gar- ' 


ments, and I have ſtained all my Gar- 
ments. O, I beheld his Blood ſtream- 
ing down through the Holes 1n his (1de f 
O,what a Sight, a Fire, a Blame of Love 
did I ſee in his blefled Heart, and my 
ſelf pourtrayed upon it? my Name 
among the reſt, O, with what Joy and 
Comfort to my Soul! he hath ſet me as 
a Seal upon his Heart, Love 1s ſtrong as 
Death, many Waters of AfﬀiiGtion cannot 
quench it, nor the Floods of Trouble or 
Perſecution drown it; might all the 
Pleaſures, Profits, Honours of the World 
be given for it, it would be utterly de- 
ſpiſed. O, how eaſte find I his Yoke ! 
how light his Burthen! methinks 1 
could watch or pray, do or ſuffer more 
believingly, more couragioufly than 
ever. It was the Voice of my Beloved 
that knocked, ſaying, Open unto me, 
my Siſter, my Love, my Dove, my On- 
defiled . he put in his Hands by the Holes 
of the Dopr,-and my * Bowels were moved 
K 


for 
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for him 5, my Soul failed when ke ſpake, 
I ſought him 1in every part gf the Ordi- 
nance, -and he was found of me; I cal- 
led him, and he/gave me anſwer : I 
fate under his Shadow with great Delight, 
and his Fruit was ſweet to my taſte. He 
brought me to the Banqueting. houſe, and 
his Banner over me was Love. His Left- 
hand is under my Head, and his Rickt- 
hand doth embrace tne. A bundle of 
Myrth is my Beloved unto me, he ſhall 
Iye all night betwixt my Breaſts ; he ſhall 
be ſtill in my Heart by Aﬀection and 
Faith: I will make him my continual 

| Joy, Comfort and Refreſhment ; and ſo- 
lace my ſelf in him in all Eſtates. O, 


Heart ! and his Image remain fair and 
lively upon my Soul! O, that I may 
find a kind of Unwillingneſs to admit of 
any other Company ; when I come to 
converſe with other things, let me ſtill 
be looking towards him, as my only 
Deſire, Good and Happineſs; let my 
Heart be fo. filled with him, that other 
Objeds may not come near, or make 
any ſtrong/Impteſſtion on me, O, that 
ſome 


that his Name my be graven upon my 
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 fome lively Coals of that holy Fire 
| kindled at the Ordinances, may be (till 
| glowing in my Soul; that .the Savoar . 
and Tincture of it may be never done. 
away. O, how can any other Pleaſure 
ſeem any more pleaſant to me? CanT: 
defire the Husks the Swine doeat, when 
there is ſuch Bread in my Father's Houſe? 
No Man, having drunk old Wine, ftraight- 
way deſireth new ; for he ſaith, the old is 
better. Sure he hath been little affedt- 
_ &d, nor had any taſte of God's Sweet- 
| neſs, preſently to reliſh worldly. things; 
to waſh off his Palate the Savour of ſpi-. 
ritual, with ſenſual or ſecular Thoughts, 
Abrupt choppings off from Holy Du- 
ties, 1s ſuch a quenching of the Spirit, 
as tends much to hardning the Heart : 
ſuch ſudden cooling of ſpiritual Heat 
got in an Ordinance, cannot be with- 
out.much danger to the Soul 3 Motions 
ſo quite oppolite, are are prejudicial, as 
unbecoming. Is it fit, or ſeemly to 
leave the Company of our Lord as ſoon. 
as we have let him in, and: divert to” 
other occations? To aſlociate our felves.: 


With other Perſons, now we have new- 
K 2 | ly 
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 1y given him our Faith, and taken him 
; .asthe Bridegroom of our Souls ? ſhould 
we not rather delight in the Preſence 
— of ournew Love; and keep our Hearts 
from cooling by laying on new Fuel ; 
turning the :remainder of this day into 
an efter Supper, a;ſecond Communion? 1n 
reviewing, and being humbled for our 
+ -Coldneſs, Diſtrations, Miſcarriages ? in 
| tblefling God for the liberty and oppor- 
tunity of a Sacrament, and the Privile- 
:ges thereby conferred upon us? in ru- 
 mninating on, and retaining the Savour 
| of thoſe pleaſant things we have been 
| -entertained with exceedingly gladded 
" in the ſenſe of that Love we have been 
; eaſting-and celebrating ? in the belief of 
 *hat Pardon'we have received ? in the 
hopes of that Grace and Glory that 
| Hath been aflured to us? in conſidering 
- the-Obligations we have laid on our 
 ſtlves? in heavenly Diſcourſes with our 
beloved? in expreſfions of our Love and 

| Aﬀection towards him, Acts of Defire - 
| after inſeparable Union with, and grea- 
terkkeneſs unto him? In Vows and Pro- 
eniſes we will always be faichful and 
__doyal 
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loyal to him ; in entertaining him with- 
Acts of Love and Delight, Thanks and 
Praiſe, with the beſt Chear we are able 
to make our new, our beloved Gueſt : in: 
commending his Beauty, prailing him- 
for his Kindneſs and Favours, extolling-: 
his Riches, admiring his PerfeCtions and: 
Graces; i talking with bim-about the 
Affairs of our Soul; in opening to him- 
every Room 1n it, leading him into the: 
moſt private Receifes of our Heart,ſhew- 
ing him all the Secrets of it, acquint-- 
ing him with all our Wants and Weak- 
neſſes, ſpreading before him all our De-- 
ſires and Fears, Hopes and Griefs: In- 
praying for Help and Aſſiſtance to be. 
ſtedfaſt in his Covenant, interceding: 
with him for all Mankind, eſpecially 
our Fellow-Communicants, In telling: 
him again, all we have is his; int 
ing-a new Knot upon the Band of the: 
Covenant between us 3 in craving him 
Pardon for our:Follies; defiring him nor 
to be offended at the dark and notſome 
Hole into which we have brought him, 
and intreating him, with all Loves, - that 
he will not take Exception at hispoor 
ts 3 Enter- 
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Entertainment 3 and even charming him} 
to ſtay and dwell with us, by all the 


Songs of Praiſe and Thankfulneſs we | 
. can devile. 


Subſequent Duties after 
the Sacrament. 


Nd-now my utmoſt Care and Dt- 
Itgence 1s required to expreſs the 
Power and Efficacy of the: Ordinance, 
in living more fruitfully, religiouſly, 
watchfully 3 in making good my Vows 
and Promiſes at the Sacrament, That 
.my Heart and Life thereio:e may be 
fuitable to my Sacramental Obligations, 
and may witneſs the- Good received in, 
and by itz O my Soul, 

Make a folemn Refle@ion on thy ſelf, and 
Entertainment.) How was my Heart,and 
Behaviour before God? what welcome 
did he give me ? RefieFion 1s neceſlary 
after every Duty : What Good: have [ 
got? what warmth of Afﬀection 2 what 
IMOTCT 
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more love to, deſire after, dclight and 
confidence in God? what greater Abtli- 
ty, and Love to diſcharge Duty, to bear 
Attiition, to refilt Temptation, to walk 
in God's ways ? So cſpecially after the 
Scrament, was my Heart hard, dull, 
indifpoſed? TI muſt then fuſpe& my 
Miſcarriage in Preparation, or Perfor- 
mance; and Tabour to find out, 'be 
truly ſenſible of, greatly bewai}, and 
humble, jadg, and condemn my cl, 
and beg Pardon for the Caſe 3 earnelt- 
ly importune him that he would now 
help me by Prayer and Humiliation, to 
, recover the benefit of the Ordinance z 
that I may, by an after AF, do that, 
which I ſhould have done before. Sor- 
row for, and ſenſe of our Senſkſnefs, is 
one Fruit of Chriſt's Death we undoubt- 
edly received in the Ordinance. We 
may not judg of our Gain by, and Pro- 
fit in Duty, by our preſert feeling : or 
that the only Evidences of Communion 
and Acceptance with God, are our Souls 
lifted up, and raviſhed with ſenſible Foys : 
. our Uprightneſs, and Sincerity in the per- 
formance of our Duties, and in our cove- 
K 4 nanting” 
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zantirg with God, and continuing ſted- | 
faſt therein,may adminiſter moſt ground | 
of Comfort when we refle& upon it: | 
| for we were then really acceptable to | 


hint, that looked down upon us, and 
received from him a Seal to the Promiſe 


of Pardon and eternal Life, 'though he | 


did not teſtify it by giving in extraordi- 
nary Joys. He looks not ſo much at fits 

of Paſlion, as at the ſteady bent and te- 
nour of the Soul. Chriſt requires not 
ſo much celebration of his Sufferings by 
a preſent expreſſion of Sorrow, as a per- 


petual effeual Remembrance of them : | 


As the brave Germanicus lying upon his 
Death-bed, deſired his Friends, not to 

proſecute his Funeral with uſelefs Tears ; 
' bur, if they would ſhew their Love to 
him, todo it by remembring hs V6, 
and executing his Commands. The tru- 
eſt Communion with God, is to enjoy the 
| Communion of his Graces, whereby we 
are made conformable to him 3 we may 


enjoy the ſaving Influences of his Spi-' 


rit, when we cannot feel his more abun- 
dant Conſolations. Though this Ordi- 
mance be not at prefent joyous, yet it 
may 
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may afterwards yield the peaceable 
Fruits of Righteouſneſs to thoſe that are 
* converſant-therein. It cannot be. well 
| known what Grace we have received. 
( further meaſures of which, are the-ho- 
ly. Spirit's accompanying thoſe. means; . 
being the great Benefit we are to ex* 
pecÞ) tyl we come to the Exerciſe of it 
in Duty, and againit Temptation. But, 
O, how much cauſe havel to rejayce in - 
his Love and Goodnelſs,. to render him-. 
hearty Thanks (who might have left-me, .. 
as well as others. to-my ſelf) for his. 
Quickening-and. Refeeſirment; for. his ſa-- 
tisfying me ſo abundantly with the-Fat-: 
neſs ofthis Houſe,. and making me drink: 
of the- River. of his-Pleaſare ! eſpecially 
now-I find*( and; O that I could more: 
and more) ſuch real Benefit. received by: 
it! my Soul more deeply broken and- 
bumbled : under the. (ſenſe of-Si, and. 
that become more loathſom,: hateful, 
burdenſom- to me ! My Heart 1s truly: 
thankful for what I-have enjoyed,. and : 
ſorrowful -I have enjoyed no more 3- 
more ſtrongly engaged and 'reſolved to: 
inward and univerſal Holineſs : my Faith. 
K.5. "| Wo 
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my Love to him more inflamed ; my 
Soul ſtrengthned and emboldned to un- 
dergo any thing for him : my ſpiritual 
Delight and Joy in him raiſed, and lef- 
ſened to other things : my Eſteem and 
Valuation of the Ordinance heightned, 
my Graces in it exerciſed ; my Deſires 
after full Enjoyment of God, and Chriſt 
in Glory, more enlarged. If he were 
Pleaſed to kill me, he would not have 
received a Burnt-offering and a Meat- 
offering at my Hands 3 neither would 


he have ſhewed me all theſe things; nor | 


as at this time, have given me to ExPpe- 
rience ſuch things as theſe. O that] 
may always retain a thankful fenſe of 
all his Benefits! O, how much am TI be- 
holden to thee, my God ? I have been 
prailing of thee, but nothing to what I 
ought, or what thou -deſerveſt. O, 
how can I ceaſe to magnify thee ? for 
what I am and have, for the uſe of thy 
Creatures, and thy Bleſſing with them 
for every Crum, much more for Chriſt ; 
that Foundation-mercy, that hath all 
Mercies folded up in hize, and entailed 

- UNtO 


in Chriſt more encreaſed and ſetled ; | 


k 


| 


r_ ef ff = tw BY FB 9 


_ ame wi fas od Um 


—_ _— 


201 


after the Sacrament. 


every Mercy ; For this Feaſt on his Bo- 
dy and Blood, for the Joys of thy Houſe, 
and the Viands of Heaven ; for any 
meaſure of Life and Afﬀedtion, Raiſed- 
neſs and Comfort, Grace and Goodneſs. 

Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul, and all that is 
within me bleſs his holy Name. While I 
live I wi'l praiſe thee, I will ſing age 1 
unto my God, while 1 hevs a © Being : 

what is here wanting in thy due Praiſe 


I will pay hereafter in everlaſting Hal-. 


lelujahs. 

Reſt not in the work done, though done 
never ſo well. } Beware, leſt by ſpiri- 
tual Pride, and future Negligence, thou 
loſe the things thou haſt wrought. Had 
I done all, as well as was commanded 
me, I would lay, I am an unprofitable 
Servant, L had done but my Daty;z bur, 
O, how ſhort come Iof it? O, let not 
the Lord lay to my charge, my want 
of due Preparation 3 my Coldnefſs and 
Indifferency, Diſtraftion and Unbelief, 
my ſo many Failings before and at the 
Ordinance : that my Heart was 1n no 


better frame 3 : that I took no more pains 
with 


unto him 3 that ſweetens, and ſanGifies-- 
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no more broken for my Sins, when the 
Miniſter broke the Bread - that when [ 


took it, I was fo dull, fo dead, and did 
not better reach forth the hand of Faith 


| to lay hold on, and apply Chriſt and 
his Benefits 3 ſo played the Hypocrite 
before thee, and my Fellow-Communi- 
cants : that when the Wine was poured 
forth, and I faw how Chriſt ſhed his 


Blood for Sinners, I ſcarce dropped z' 


Tear for the cauſe, from an Heart ſenfi- 
ble of my Sins, and his Love unto my 
Soul : when I took and drank the Cap, I 
did not remember him as I ought : that 
my Heart was not ſo ſeriouſly intent, 
and reverent, fo deeply affected, ſuitable 
to the Importance, and Excellency of 
the Duty, and the Majeſty of him with 
whom I had to do. 

Spend ſome time in ſirengthning and 
confirming thy koly Purpoſes and Reſoluti- 
ons, ] O, that ſome Fruit may be ſeen 
of this day, till the Solemnity return ! 
that the Thoughts and Meditations I had 
there, may be fo ſtrongly, ſo deeply 
fixed and rooted in my Heart, that no- 
| thing 


with it to fit if for my ſelf: that it was F 
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thing may be able to pluck them up! 
that I may be ſo ſenſibly poſleſt with 
the Perſwaſions that Chrift 1s in, and 
united to me ! that when a Temptation 
comes and knocks for Entrance, I may 
readily, naturally ſay, 1 am not he that 
I was before, the Property of the Houle 
is quite changed 5 I live, yet not [;. but 
Chriſt in me; I was indeed a common 
Inn to entertain all Comers, but now I 
am become the ſole Habitation of the 
High and Holy One, he expe&ts to be 
honourably treated like unto himſelf, 
he will have no Competitors or unclean 
thing in his Houſe: E cannot ariſe and 
open to you. O, how ſhall I treat him, 
who hath taken up his Abode with me?> 
Shall I take the Members of Chriſt, and 
make them the Members of an Harlot 2 de- 
file that Body, wherein he hath choſen: 
to reſide 2 force him out of his- Habita- 
tion by any Impurity ? offend him by 
any noyſom Thoughts, or unſavoury 
Breath ont of my Mouth? ſhall thoſe 
Hands that have received the ſacred E- 
tements, work Deceit? thoſe Eyes that 
bave been filled with Tears at the Lord's 
Table, 


that have eaten holy Bread,grind the face 


of the poor ? thoſe Lips that have touched |. 


the Sacramental Cup, ſalute an Harlot 
the Mouth that hath drunk conſecrated 
'Wine,befull of rotten diſcourſe? ſhall I be 
ſo greedy of the World,asto forget to re- 
tire to converſe with my Saviour? ſhall] 
ſo perplex my ſelf in Buſineſs,as to omit 
to pray,to meditate, to fing Praiſes unto 


thee? No, I am not at my own diſpoſe, [ 


have ſworn,and will perform, that I will 
keep thy righteous Judgments ; and of: 
ten conſider how deeply I am obliged to 
him that hath paid my Debt. O, I can ne- 
ver parallel his Love, yet let me ſhew my 
lf thankful; I can do nothing ſatisfa&o- 
ry, but let me do ſomething grat#latory, 
He: gave himſelf a Sin-oftering for me, 
let me give my ſelf a Ihank-offering to 
him,ofter up my ſelfa living Sacrifice un- 


to my Redeemer, who offered up himlclt 


a dying Sacrifice for my Redemption. 
Beware of crucifying Chriſt afreſh.] To 
them that believe he is precious: now 1 
have begun to celebrate the Marriage, 
O, let me never throw off the Wed- 
ding- 
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Table, be filled with Envy ? thoſe Teeth | 
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ding-Garment, ſtain it by any Polluti- 
' on, or ſeek after other Lovers; eat his 
Bread, and lift up the Heel againſt him; 
take the Cup, and b<tray my Intereſt in 


him; after I have received him, caſt 


him out of my Heart ; live 1n that, for 


which he died. As the. Sacrament is a 
Memorial of Chriſt crucified for Sz, let 
it be a Remembrance to me ofabhorring, 
crucifying, abſtaining from it. Elſe, I 
hold on Satan's fide, ſeek to keep him 
on his Throne, do thoſe things which 
Chriſt 18s more unwilling I ſhould, than. 
he was to ſuffer all the Indignities and 
Torments the Fews inflicted 3 he was 
willing to die by their Hands, rather 
than any Inconventency ſhould fall up- 
on me, than Sin and Satan ſhould reign 


- over, and keep Poſſeſſion in me; he 


was not troubled fo much to de, as he 
was to ſee me live in Sin; for he died, 
that I might ceaſe from Sin. And, do I 


diſpute when a Temptation is preſented, 


whether Chriſt, or * Barabbas (hall be pre- 


ferred? my Luſts denied, or my Lord 


crucified? that which would murther 
my Soul deſerve to be ſpared, or he that 
luftered 
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ſuffered to ſave it? O, how fad ! that |; 


he who ſeems to deifie Chriſt in the Ez. 
chariſt, ſhould vilifie him in his Mem- 
bers; that ſuch who pretend to eat and 
drink Chriſt's Body and. Blood at the 
Church, fhould eat the Bread of Wic- 
kedneſs, and drink the Wine of Vio- 
lence in their own Houſes :. that they 
ſhould be fo devout. at the Sacrament, 
as if they believed God to be in the 
Bread ; and in their Lives ſo prophane, 
as if they believe not God to be in Hea- 
ven, 


Abandon and crucify all Sin more than 


- ever, |'I have put off my: Coat of Cor- 


raption, how ſhall T. put it on ? I have. 


waſhed my Feet in.the Blood. of the. 
Lamb, how (hall' I defile them? the. 


Lord hath ſpoken Peace unto me, let. 
- me not return again to Folly. Hath he. 


taken off my former Burthen,. and. caſt. 
it ont the back of his dear Son, and ſhall. 


I-lay more Load upon him? hath he lov- 


e& me, and waſhed 'me from my Sins in. 


his own- Blood; and ſhall” I, with the 


Dog, return- to the Vomit? with.the. 
Sow that is waſhed, to her: wallowing 
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m the Mire 2 ſhall I take Poyſon after 
Phyfick 2 make the Table of the Lord 
contemptible ? Hath he been fo graci- 
ous to me;-as to vouchſafe and ſeal me 
a Pardon of all my Sins, and fhall I fa 
abuſe his Goodnefs, ſo: turn his Grace 
into Wantonnefs, as to run afrefh on his 
ſcore ? 1s not this to account the Blood 
of the Covenaut, wherewith I am fan- 
ified, an unholy thing z may I not 
fear his Anger will kindle againſt me, 
and that he will no more have Mercy 
on me? O, let not thoſe Hards that 
were reached forth to receive Chriſt, 
be ſtretched out to Oppreſlion and Vio- 


\ lence; but be henceforth ſacred, and 


do no Deed that may offend thee : nor 
thoſe Lips that have touched thoſe holy 
Myſteries, be defiled with the Devils 
drivel, filthy Communication ; but be 
ballowed from all words that may diſ- 
Pleaſe thee. O, let my Soxl, which by 
thy Sacrament is made ſo happy, as to 
be ſo near to thee, be never fo wretched, - 
as to think any thing too dear for ſuch a 
Saviour, Let nothing make me leave 


my firſt Love, who, for love of me, - 
is 
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_ bis Father and Country, Heaven and 


Glory, to eſpouſe me. 


Frequently conſider the Engagement thul 
haft bereby laid upon thy ſelf. No ſpac 


of time can wear it off, to the ſame 
Strictnels all our days as this, though we 
had but this one Opportunity to receive, 
The Bonds my Soul is entred into, wil 
never be cancelled. God forgets nat 


| his Promiſes, nor my Breaches, thoughl| 
may 3. the matter is now out of my] 


Hands, I cannot revoke this Gift of my 
{elf to God (indeed I have given nothing 
_ but what was his. own. before) after 
| theſe Vows there is no Enquiry. to, be 
made, whether they ſhould be kept. 
| This day I have avouched the Lord to 


be my God, to walk in his Ways, and to]. 


keep his Statutesz and he hath avouch- 
ed me to be one of his People : I have 
taken Chriſt for my Lord, and Hul- 
band, to live in Love and Obedience 
to him, as I hope to be ſaved by him. 
Tempt me not therefore from my Loy- 
alty and Allegiance; the Vows of God are 
upon me, ſealed at the Sacrament, and 
recorded in Heavem 5 not one of my fel- 


low 
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and low-Communicants, but are Witneſles 


thay 
Pac 


ame| /# 


| We 
Ive 
wil 


'with, and to God, that they ſaw me 
"perſonally, publickly own, and renew 
"my Covenant with him; for my Oath 


ake, and thoſe that ſate with me, I will 
not do this Evil,and ſin againſt God, Shall 


'Talienate and pollute the Heart fo ſo- 
ſemnly devoted to him ? break thoſe 
Bands afunder, and fetch the Sacrifice 
away from the Altar, tyed with ſuch 
| ſtrong Cords of Oaths and Covenants ? 
muſt I not expe&t to bring Fire along 
with it 2 to provoke God to a ſevere 
Revenge of the Mocks and Scorns I put 
'upon him? ſhall I ſo horribly prophane 
his Name? and make my felf ſuch a for- 
ſworn, perjured Wretch ? Is it a light 


thing to break an Oath made ſolemnly 


with God ? ſhall he eſcape that doth 


ſuch things ? or ſhall] he break the Co- 


venant, and be delivered ? As I le, 


faith the Lord, ſurely my Oath which he 


hath deſpiſed, and my Covenant which he 
hath broken, even it I will recompence on 


his own Head. Tam ſure he will be true 
to his Promiſes, and ſhall I fall under his 


Threatnings, by being falſe to ine e If 
a 
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a good Man keep his Oaths and Promiſe i 
with Men to his own hart, nuch mar: 


- - ought he thoſe to God for his om ; 


good, | in 
Walk on in the flrength of this ſpiritulh, 
Food, till thou comeſt to perfeion.} 0 4 
that I may till drink of the Spiritwlp, 
Rock, find the efficacy, virtue and be | 
nefit of the Sacrament,follow and ſtream}, 
after me, while I travel in this Wilder n 
neſs ! O, that I may be ſtronger and F 


| 


ſtronger in all Graces, more aGtive andþ 
exacter in all Spiritual Duties 5 hear 
more heedfully, prey more fervently, 
receive more believingly, keep the Sab- 
bath more exaQly, watch'over my heart. 
and ways more diligently 3. be more. 
humble and piow towards God, more |, 
juft and righteow to Man, more ſober 
and temperate toward my ſelf; that |; 
may walk worthy of Chriſt, of the Cove- |, 
nant, of the Sacrament, Kingdow, Goſpel, | 
and Grace of God ! of my * Birth and |, 
| Breeding ! O, that my preſent Deport- | 
ment may be anſwerable to my future |, 
Preferment 3 that there may be ſome |, 
Proportion between my frequent receiv- 
ing, 
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. ay, and growing in Grace; that I may 
ae forth his Death till he come, 1n re- 
Ft of its Influence on my Soul. 
wm] Delight in Spiritual Fellowſhip with 
Khriſt's Members.) O, that I may now 
Jury all Envy, Malice, Hatred, Uncha- 


1/7 


0 


wel zemies, but eſpecially thoſe that are 
Partakers of the ſame Benefits with me ! 
I; 0, that that Sentence ay ſtill run in 
ol by Mind, If God ſo loved us, we ought 
nd] alſo to love one anther! O, that I may 
7 p bake off all ungodly Society, have my 
feart linked unto, and be.a Companion 
Fl, fall thoſe that fear the Lord ; make 
Ihe livelicſt of them my moſt Intimates, 
jand upon all occaſions improve their 
If fellowſhip to the beſt Advantage. O, 


a Stone of the ſame Building ;, as a 


the ſame Family; as a Member of the 
me "Body; as a Son of the ſame Fa- 
ter 7 O, Merciful Eternal High Prieſt, 
kt that Sacrifice thou once offeredſt on 
'© [the Croſs for the Sins of the World, 
which thou doſt now and ever repreſent 
an 


tableneſs; and (as Chriſt ) love my 


that I may henceforth behave my ſelf 


Branch of the ſame Vine; as a Servant of 


by "ge 
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in Heaven to thy Father by thy never. Wl 
cealing Interceſſion, which this day Þ 
hath been exhibited Sacramertally on thy Þ'* 
holy Table, obtain Mercy and Peace, Þ9! 
Faith and Love, Truth and Unity, Safe- Þ"t 
ty and Eſtabliſhment, Grace, Glory and ft 
all good things to thy whole Church; } 
and let not the Gates of Hell ever pre- |Þ! 
vail againſt it. Þ 
Chear up and comfort thy ſelf againſ# all 
Diſconragements.] Have I worthily re- P'< 
ceived the Lord's Supper, whatſoever Þ! 
my' Miſeries are, this cannot but be a . | 
reviving Cordial, zet my Sins are pardon- | 
ed, How little ſhould I be diſmayed Þr 
at any inward or outward Troubles? :| 
let me be fed all my days with the Bread Þ1 
and Water of Aﬀiiction, I have another | 
Bread and Cup to ſiveeten both ; let her | 
not ſay ſhe is ſick, her Sins are forgiven. 
I have received an all-(ufficient Savi- 
our-z and ſeek for nothing in, but re- 
nounce #2y ſelf, having ſo much 1n him. 
How can I any more walk dejectedly, 
that am intereſted in the New Covenant ? 
which, with all its Promiſes and Priv1-. 
ledges, is ratified and confirmed to me 2? 
what- | 
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Þ ateverT necd is to be had Lere, Health 
y $d recovery from Sickneſs, a compe- 
| Þt Maintenance and Support, Peace 
| 4dDcliverance from our Enemies, Con- 
Et and Patience, Liberty and Joy, ſan- 
4 Pe R.iches, or a chearful Poverty, 
jod whatſoever isa Bleſling is purchaſed 
? Þr, and ſecured to us. And: O, that 

Þs, in all my Troubles, Difficultics, Ad- 
1 fefſes to. God, may quiet me, and - 
: revgthen my Faith to apprehend him 

im Covenant with me, that hath en- 
1 ſkoed himſelf to be with me in all Eſtates 
- nd Conditions, and to order all things 
| Þrmy Advantage : : I have reſigned up 
> bby (elf to him, let him do with me 
E 


jhat ſeemeth him good. He cannot 
Feny himſelf; all bis Words. are Oaths 
[or their Certainty, and all his Promiſes, 
the ſare Mercies of David. This Sacra- 
mer:t 1s that to my particular Perſon, 
which it 1s 1n it ſelf, and by deſign to all 
the World : If I receive worthily, I ſhall 
receive any of thoſe Bleflings according; 
$ God ſhall chuſe for me, which ſhall 
i not only with more Wi/dozr, but more 
dfeFion, than I can for my (elf. Let 
me 


So 
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Care 'of, engages to feed, cannot but 
haveenough. All things are yours, and 


you are Chriſts, and Chriſt is God, | 


DRY is excluded, where he is inclu- 
ed. fo 

Keep up earneſt longings after this, and 
the eternal Supper of the Lamb.] O, 
when will the Opportunity return? 
when ſhall I come again, and appear be- 


fore God ? when {hall I ſee his Power | 
and his Glory, taſte his Love and Good- | 


neſs,” as I have in the Sacrament 2 O, 
that I may ſtill be feaſting my Soul on 
thoſe heavenly Dainties, thoſe ſpiritual 
Viands, thoſe ſatisfying Pleaſures at his 


Table! Ithink the timelong to that day 


of gladneſs and rejoycing. The King of 
Glory hath now eſpouſed me to himſelf 


by Proxy, by his Ambaſſador ; the day | 
is haſtening when the Marriage ſhall | 


be publickly, triumphantly ſolemnized, 
mC compleated. Mount up (my Soul) 


and ever ſtand wifhly looking for his Ap- 


PEArance, 


me but be void of all Care, but only to F 
preſerve my Father's Love, and I can- } 
not want. He whom Almighty Wif: | 
dom and Goodneſs takes a Fatherly 


PO IEEE 
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pearance, never {lack thy Watch, nor 


{ let thy ExpeRtation cool, till he take 


thee to himſelf, where we ſhall be ga- 
thered together where the Body 1s, and 
his Glory preſented without an Um- 
brage 3 where he ſhall lay afide his Veil, 
and his amiable Conmtenance be chequered 
with no 1ntermingled Frowns, interve- 
ning Clouds,or obſcure Mediums; where 
Myſteries ſhall be turned into Revelations, 
the Tranſ/ation into the Origznal, Comme= 
moration into Viſzon, eſpouſal into mutual 
Fruition and Embraces, Sighs and Tears 
into muptial Songs and Feſtivities, tranſi- 
ent Glances into the direct Beams of the 
ever radiant Sun of Righteouſneſs, a mo- 
ments Work into an Eternity of Reſt : 
where 1s Satiety without nauſcating 5 


perfeF Happineſs without Care or Incum- 
brance, Envy or Succeſlor, Alteration or 


End; for every Chain a ray of Light, e- 
very Tear a Pearl, every Priſon a Palace, 
every Lots the purchaſe of a Kingdom, 
every Affront in God's Service an eternal 
Honour, every hour of Sorrow a thou- 
ſand Years of Comfort, multiplied with 
anever-cealing Numexation. Where Fob, 
that 


id 
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that ſate on the Dunghil, ſits among the 
Angels; Lazarms that lay among the 
Dogs, is lodged in Abraham's Boſom ; 
the Saints heretofore among the Potz, 
walk in white : where are Riches and 
Pleaſares, true and real, adequate and 
ſuitable, ſolid and ſatisfying, laſting and 
durable : where I ſhall ſee thee (O in- 
finite Sweetneſs and Delight) withouta 
Veil, and live upon thee without a F;- 
gure - where ſhall have not a Sacramen- 
#al, but a Beatifical Communion ; not 
wear thy Ring, but ſee thy Face; not 
remember, but behold thee ; not in Faith, 
but clear and full Frui7oz. 


Come Love ! Come Lord ! and that long 
Tn.  - 

For which I langaiſh, come away. 

When this dry Soul thoſe Eyes ſhall ſee, 

And drink the unſeal'd ſource of thee ;, 

When Glory's Sun Faith's ſhade ſhall chace, 

Then for thy Veil give me thy Face, 


(217 ) 


AP PENDIX | 


TO THE 


 Devout Communicant : 


CONTAINING 


More particular Dire&ions and Medi- 
tations for the Time of Receiving; 
With a Prayer before and after. 


————— —_ 4 


- ta at home before the 


Sacrament. 


Ternally Bleſſed, and infinitely 
Glorious Lord God ! Thou art 
greatly to be feared in the Af 
ſembly»of thy Saints, and to be 

had in reverence of all that draw nigh 

unto thee. Look down from Heaven, 
| L 2 the 
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the Habitation of thy Holineſs and Glo- 
ry, in much Mercy, Pity, and tender | 
Compaſſion upon we, a.vile, ſinful, de- 
ſpicable Creature, proſtate at thy Foot- 
foot z.unworthy to look up unto thy 
Throne, or to receive any thing at thy 
Hands, but thy Wrath and ſevere Diſ- 
pleaſure. I am lefs than the leaſt of all 
thy Mercies, and liable to the ſevereſt of 
thy Judgments, by reaſon of the Pollu- 
tion and finfulneſs of my Nature, Heart 
and Life. I am of the degenerate Poſte- 
rity of fallen Adam; and have all the 
Powers, Faculties and Members of my 
Soul and Body defiled with Sin. I have 


| - ſinned inevery Age, 1n every Relation, 


in every Condition, in every 'Employ- 
ment of my Life. I have diſtruſted thy 
Word, diſregarded thy Calls, flighted 
thy Judgments, abuſed thy Mercies, 
turned thy Grace into Wantonneſs, re- 
jected the tenders of thy Love, reſeſted 
the Motions of thy Holy Spirit, -the 
Checks of my own Conſcience, and fol- 
lowed the Motions of my own evil Heart ; 
I have diſhonoured thy Name, propha- 
ned thy Sabbaths, polluted thy Ordi- | 

NAances, 
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nances, been unthankful for thy Bene- 
fits, impatient under Afﬀlictions, un- 
faithful to my Promiſes, miſ-ſpent my 


time, neglefed my Duty, walked un- 


anſwerable to thoſe multiphed Obligatt- 
ons laid upon me; broken all thy holy 
Commandments, by many and great 
Trangrefſions, made and judged my 
{c]lf unworthy of everlaſt- 

ing Life; * ſothat nothing * Here men- 
might remain unto me, #707 your pare - 
but a fearful looking for of ticzlar Faik 
Judgment and fiery Indig- 7ngs. 


nation to deyour me. 


But thou delighteſt in Mercy, and 
not in the Death of a Sinner ; art not 
willing any ſhould periſh, but that all 
ſhould come to repentance. O, take 
not Counſtl of thy juſt Indignation ; but 
of thy native Goodneſs, thy ſatisfied Fu- 
ſtice, Wilt thou deſtroy biz that pre- 
ſents himſelf deſerving to be puniſhed, 
and thy Son to have ſatisfied s that de- 
ſires not to live, unleſs it be by the bene- - 
fit of thy Mercy, and his Sufferings Wilt 
thou not ſpare me for thy Son, who ſþa- 
redſt not thy Son for me ? Is there not 

L 3 enough 
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enough in his Merits and Sacrifice, to 
expiate all my Sins, and to juſtify my 
Perſon in thy fight 2 O ſuffer not thy 
felf to be deprived of the Glory of my 
Forgiveneſs and Salvation, as well as of 
my Creation and Redemption. Save me, 
whom thou haſt hitherto ſpared, and 
forgive me eternal Death, which I have 
fo often merited by my great Offences, 
Bury ther all in the bottomleſs Ocean 
of thy own Mercy and Forgetfulneſs, 
.and my Saviour's Blood 3 lay hear up- 
on him, who is able to bear them, and 
cloath me with his Righteouſneſs that is 
able to cover me. 

O free me from the Guilt and Stain, 
the Power and Penalty, the Reign and 
.Dommion of Sz, that nothing may ſe- 
parate me from thy Love, nor from the 
ſenſible Diſcoveries of it at thy Table. 
That I may be a meet and worthy Recei- 
ver, accept me 1nto thy favour z let thy 
Mercy pardon my Sins, thy Grace ſanCti- 
- fy my Soul, thy Goodneſs ſupply my 
Wants, thy Merits enrich my Poverty, 
thy precious * Blood waſh away all my 
Spots, thy Holy Spirit prepare, _— 
and 
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and afliſt me. Take away my filthy 
Garments, my ſpiritual Filthineſs, and 
cloath me with the beſt Robe, The Lord 
our {ighteouſneſs. O think me worthy 
for his ſake, and make me worthy for 
thy Mercies ſake. Deal not with me 
according to my Deſerts, but thy great. 
Goodneſs, and my great Neceſlity. Let 
me fo remember my Sins, - that thou 
mayeſt forget them 3 ſet them ſo before 
my Face, that thou mayeſt caſt them 
behind thy Back. Give me ſuch a hve- 


ly ſtedfaſt Faith in Chriſt for Forgive- 


neſs, that thou majeit Rat 1t up- unto! 


my Soul, Let me love him, and all 


his Members, with a pure Heart, fervent- 
ly, at thy holy Communion, and ever 
aftcr without diſhimulation. Soenlarge 
my Soul with ſpiritual Afﬀections and: 
Deſires, that it may even break for the 
longings it hath unto that Ordinance, 
and unto thy Teſtimonies at all times, 
Remove far from me all Blindneſs of 
Mind, Hardneſs of Reart, unrelenting. 
Aﬀections, Deadnels and Indiſpofednefs., 
Earthlineſs and Diitraction, Irreverence, 
unbecoming Apprehenfions, whatloever 

4 * may - 
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'may hinder the Blefling and Efficacy of 
- that Soul-nouriſhing, refreſhing Ordi- 
nance, thy gracious Prefence, my eter- 
nal Salvation. Create 1m me an under- 
ſtanding, heavenly, clean Heart, O 
God; and renew an humble, contrite, 
right Spirit within me 3 prepared for 
thee. O, be not as a ſtranger unto 
me; hide not thy ſelf from me; lift up 
the light of thy Countenance upon me. 
Let me feel the comfortable breathings 
of thy holy Spirit in my Soul at thy 
Ordinance; fanctifty it to me, and me 
to receive 7 acceptably, with due Pre- 
paration and Apprehenſions, Reverence 
and Humility, Repentance and Faith, 
Love and Charity, Joy and Thankful- 
neſs, a deep ſenſe of thy inexpreſſible 
Love, and my own Unworthineſs. 
And, O, that all of #5, who this day 
approach thy Table, may ſo eat h7s Fleſb 
which he hath given for the Lite of the 
World, that we may hve for ever; and 
ſo-drink tis Blood, that it may be to us 
for remiſſion of Sins. Meet us not in our 
ſelves; in thy Juſtice, as a conſuming 
Fire 3 but a reconciled Father, 1m thy 
righteous 


the Sacrament 223 7 
righteous and beloved Sor, whom thou 


gaveſt, who gave himſelf for us when 


we were thy Enemines. Let us depart 
thence more under -the Power of thy 
Love and Grace, and under greater Re- 
folutions and Abilities to do thee faith- 
ful Service all our days, through Feſ#s 
Chriſt, our Sacrifice and Redemption, 
Hope and Confidence, Surety and Ad- 
vocate, the Food and Health, the Life 
and Salvation, of our Souls ; who hath 
taught us when we pray to ſay, Our 
Father, &c. 


(224), 


eAs ſoon as ever the Ser-- 


mon: ## ended, look to- 
wards the Lord's Table, 
an a It ay, 


"His- Sacrament I am going to, 1s a 
2. ſtanding Memorial of my. Saviour's 
Paſhon, wherein he once offered up 
himſelf to God 3; and-a: Sign of that 
nouriſhing and ſtrengthning- Grace, 
which he now offers to me under the 
Notion of Food, It 1s the true Means 
and Inſtrument of conveying unto-me 
thoſe Bleflings, and ſignifies that, which 
by its proper Inſtitution it repreſents, 
O- that I may diſtinctly apprehend, 
rightly uſe, duly apply it, as to my own 
Soul, | 

In the making and ordering of thoſe 
Elements, ſee, conſider (O my Soul ) 
the heavy Blows and: Bruiſes, the Preſ- 
ſures, Piercings, Pains and: Sufferings of 
thy Saviour, from his Father, and 


wicked. 


| 


Ss > 
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wicked Men; The Malice and Violence: - 
of his Murderers crucified him as a Malc=- 
faG&or, and the fiery Wrath of God 
made him-a* Burnt-Sacrifice 5 and under- 
both theſe Sufferings he is become to me 
e Meat indeed, and Drink, indeed ;, the 
Stay and Support, the Comfort,Refreſh- 
ment and Lite of my Sou], nouriſhing: 
and preſerving it to cternal Life. 

That Bread and Wine could never fuf-- 
tain-and nouriſh me, if the ove had not: 
fallen into the Earth, under the Sickle, . 
the Flail, the Mill- ſtone, and the Fire 3: 
the other under the Hook, and the Preſs 
of the Husband-man 3. nothing leſs than. 
the Croſs, the Wounds, the Death: of: 
my Lord; my God of his deareſt Son: 
made me a- Saviour 3: and by this Sacra- 
ment aſlures me I ſhall be kept up and! 
fd with a fupply of all neceſſary Bleſ-- 
fings, as certainly as he gives me to taſte. 
that Bread and Wine, the ordinary means 
for preſerving my Life and Strength. 

Whilſt we condemned Greatures. were: 
paſſing on to our Execution, the Son of. 
God looked upon us, aud took our Con-- 
demmation upon himſelf 3. and under 1t- 


died! 
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died 11 our ſtead : Thus, by the death } 
and ſatsfattion of this Sacrifice, F»ſtice 
gave way to my Releaſe ; God the Fa- 
ther forgave my Sir, and God the Sox 
procured my Life. 


"—_ 


<__. 


Then fall upon your Knees with all 


imazinable Reverence ; and ſay, 


Et tle Words of my Mouth, and 

the Meduation of my Heart, be 
acceptable in thy fight, O: Lord, my 
Strength and my Redeemer. | 
Moſt gracious God, who of thy great 
Goodneſs, haft ordained this Ordinance 
for a continual Remembrance of that 
ever prevailing Sacrifice, which thy 1n- 
finite Wiſdom and Love haſt appointed, 
and accepted upon the Croſs, for us 
vile, helplefs, wretched Sinners 5 make 
us truly ſerjebl? of all our Offences 
againſt thee, and. of his Love and: Suf- 
ferings for us 3 and accept us in Him to 
the Praiſe of thy Grace. Rebuke all un- 
ſcaſonable 
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feaſonable Thoughts and Imaginations ; 
ſtir up, and a& in us, every Grace of 
thy Holy Spirit 3 and graciouſly enter- 
tain us, and grant we may ow fo behave 
our ſelves,. that we may not provoke, 
but glorify thee 3 be ſavingly Partakers 
of the Redemption we now  commemo- 
rate, and be found and kept in the num- 
ber of thy Redeemed Ones for ever. 


Leſſed Lord, who reviveft by this 

ſacred Banquet the Memory of thy 
inexpreſiible-Love, and of my Saviour's. 
Sufferings; enable me by Faith ſo to ap- 
ply his Paſzor, that healing Strengh, 
and ſaving Virtue may proceed from its, 
the Strength and ſweet Odour of whoſe 
Oblation 1s as fragrant, as ſavingly effi» 
cacious,, as when tirſt offered up unto 
thee. Enlighten my Underſtanding, 
prepare my Heart : Help, O, help me, 
that I may ow abate nothing of thoſe 
Afﬀections that are due unto Fhee, and 
my ever bleſſed Redeemer. And let me 
obtain the Fruits and Benefats of his 
Death and Paſſion ; even the Remiſſion 
of all my Sins, and the Fulneſs of all thy 
Graces. 


EM 
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Graces. O- bleſs me, and thine own 
Inſtitution unto-me ; and grant, that I: 
may not increaſe my Guilt, by abuſing 
of what thou offereſt me, but may, re- 
ceive a Bleſiing from thee. 


FT Oly, Righteous Father, who ſeeſt: 
{ 4 nothing 1n me that 1s truly mine, 
but Duſt and. Afhes, and; which is worſe, 
ſinful Fleſh, polluted Blood 3 O-look. 
. upon ſome few Refemblances of thine 
Image, ſome Rays and Beams of thy. 
Spirit, ſome fall Beginnings. of thy 
Grace, which are from thee, in me 3; 
and ſupply the Detects with thy Mercy. 
Merits, and' Sacrifice of thy Son, Turn 
thine Eyes,, O merciful Father, to his 
Satisfation and Interceſſ:on, who now 
fits at thy right-hand ;. to the Seals of 
thy Covenant,. which lie before thee 
upon thy Table ;. and to all the Wants: 
and Diſtreſſes which thou ſeeſt in my 
Soul; and take this opportunity of glo-- 
rifying thy Mercy, thy. Son, and thy 
Grace,, towards me, and upon me. 


Bleiled. 


{piritually and really upon that Sacri- 


fore me here in. thy Court, that I may 


thy Sacrifice hath opened, and this Sa- 


I may drink it new 1n my Father's King- 
dom 5 where T ſhall.be delighted and re- 
freſhed, and converſe with thee, with» 
out theſe typical. Shadows, and. Repre- 
ſentations.. 
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; Lefſed Jeſus, ſo- diſpoſe me by thy 
y Grace, and Holy Spirit, to. feed: 


fice which thou offered{t without the: 
Gate, and which this Sacrament ſets be-- 


be admitted into that holy. Place, which: 


crament invites me to. And help meſo 
to drink of this Fruit of the Vine, that. 
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When the Miniſter is confeſſing Sin, and 
praying for the Efficacy of the Ordinance, 
let your Heart concur with him, and 
put in your particular Failings with their 
Aggravations, and the Mercies you in 
ſpecial need, which he omits. Proſtrate 
your Souls in the ſenſe of your own Vile- 
neſs, and Neceſſities 5 joyn with all ear- 
neſineſs in his Gonfeſſrons and Petitions 
as one that knows the evil of Sin, and 


the need and worth of the Bleſſwngs he 
requeſts. 


And let the ſolemn Gonſecration of the 
"Bread and Wine, mind thee how thy 
Saviour was conſecrated and ſet apart 
for thy Salvation ;, and ſay, : 


| Ow wonderful is thy Wiſdom and 

. Love, O God, in our Recovery 
and Redemption 2 How juſtly mighteſt 
thou have dealt with us, as with the © 
+ fallen Angels, and left us to periſh with- 
out a Remedy ? How {ſtrangely doſt 
thou glorify tixy Mercy over thoſe Sis, 
that 
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that gave thee the advantage and occa- 


Hon to glorify thy Fxſtice £ Eyen thou 


our God, whom we have offended and 
provokedeternally to ruine us, haſt, out 
of thine own Treaſure, fatisfied thine 


own Juſtice; and given usa Saviour, by 


ſuch a Miracle of Wiſdom, Love and 
Condeſcenfion, as Men and Angels ſhall 
never be able fully to comprehend. So 
didſt thou love the finful World, as to. 
give thy only begotten Son, that whoſoever 
believes in him ſhould not periſh, but have 
everlaſting Life. 
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When you ſee the breaking of the 
Bread, and pouring out of the 
Wine, ſay, 


| Hateful Sin 1 O wonderful Love! |_ 


- O dreadful Juſtice! O precious 
Sacrifice! O merciful Saviour ! How 
gracious, Lord, haſt thou been to Sin- 
ners? How ſevere unto thy Son? How 
cruel have we been unto thee, and our 
ſelves? How ſmall a matter hath tempt- 
ed. me to that, which coſt ſo dear before 
7t was forgiven. 


Cannot but here obſerve, ſomethin 

very like the Sacrifice and Paſſzo» of 
my dear Redeemer. Thxs the Bread of 
Life was broken; Th«s the Lamb of God 
was (lain 5 Thus his precious Blood was 
ſhed 3 169 his Father gave him once to 
die, and gives ſtill the virtue of his 
* Death to bleſs and fave every one that 
comes unteignedly to Him, 


While 
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While the Miniſter and others are 
Receiving before you, ſay, 


VV can ſufficiently admire and 


adore thee, moſt gracious God, 


for reconciling #9 unto thy ſelf? Vile 


Sinners, the OtF-ſpring of ſinful Parents, 
thou treateſt asfamiliar Friends, as dear 
Children. Thou mighteſt have brought 
a together hither for 'a Sacrifice to thy 
Fuſtice, and behold oze of thine own 
making for xs, the Son of thy Love. We 
are unworthy of the leaſt erum of our 
daily Bread, unworthy 'to tread upott 
thy Earth, to breath in thy Air, to lift 
up our Eyes to Heaven 3 and thou giv- 
eſt us Bread from Heaven, Liberty to 
tread thy Courtsz-thy Spirit to breath 


-in our Hearts, leave to breath out our 


Requeſts unto Thee, O compaſſionate 
Father. And now, fince Love will chufe 
fuch unworthy Gueſts, and Mercy be 
honoured upon ſuch Sin and Miſery, let 
that Mercy that invites us, make us ac- 
ceptable,- and graciouſly entertain p_ 
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Oo Autbor of my Salvation, and of 
theſe Myſteries that expreſs it 3 the 
ObjeF, and Truth of what I am now go- 
Ing to receive: Thou art as able to per- 
tect me with thy Bleſſings and Graces 
from thy Throne, as thou wert to re- 
deem me by thy Sacrifice on thy Croſs. 
O, perform in me by thy Suffering, 
what thou doſt exhibit and preſent. By 
this thy Body broken, give me alſo 
Nouriſhment and Maintenance unto 
eternal Life. Look upon a poor Sinner 
_ -at thy Table, as Thou didft on him that 

hung by thy Croſ7, and remember me 
now Thou art in thy Kingdom, 


I Am unworthy of the Crums that fall 


from thy Table, of the common. 


Mercies of Food and Rayment, much 


leſs, that thou ſhouldſt come and ſup, 


and dwell with me : but ſeeing it 15 thy 
good pleaſure to vouchſafe me this Fa- 
vour, O cleanſe me from all my Sins, 
that I may entertain thee in a pure and 
ſanftified Heart, Make this unclean Ha- 
bitation, that is ſo unfit to receive thee, 
a 


- 
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a Temple for thy ſelf to dwell in. 


J Strengthen my Faith, aftiſt me by thy 
- | Grace and Spirit ; that I may fully re- 
" | ly upon thee, apply thy Sufferings un- 
: to me, and worthily receive thee. 

Thou that art the Bread of Life, 


that cameſt down from Heaven, 
and giveſt Life unto the World: Enable 
me while I am feeding upon theſe Ele- 
ments, which repreſent unto me that 
univerſal compleat Sacrifice propitiato- 
ry fpr the Sins of Mankind ; by Faith 
to feaſt upon, lay hold on, apply, and 
rejoyce in the Satisfaction made by my 
Redeemer's Paſſion, until I find my Soul 
nouriſhed with Joy, Peace and Comfort 
which it draws from thence. Convey 
unto my Soul all the ſaving Benefits of - 
that great Expiation. Let me with thy 
precious Body and Blood, receive ſuch 
Portions of thy holy Spirit-as may mor-. 
tify my worldly Aﬀections and Corrup- 
tions, revive- my dead Heart, comfort 
my dejected Mind, turn\my Knowledg- 
into PraGtice, and make that Practice 
ſweet and eaſy unto me. | 

? Wher 


ST * 
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When the Miniſter gives you the Bread, 
think you hear Chriſt ſay to you in 


particular. 


[" T ake, eat, this is my Body, which 
is broken for thee ; this do in remem- 


brance of me. | 


Y Lord and my God ! didſt thou 
1 offer up thy ſelf for ze, deſpi- 
cable, forlorn, wretched Sinner, as well 
as for any other? and doſt thou zow 
give thy ſelf unto me, and bid me re- 
member Thee, the Redeemer of my 
Soul, the Author, the Object, and Truth 
of this:Sacrament ? I thankfully accept 
this Pledg of my Redemption. I hum- 
bly receive thee, with a troubled Heart 
that I can. no better recerve thee, enter- 
tain thee, love thee; remember thee; 
ſerve thee, expreſs my Gratitude to- 
wards thee, and that I have ſo often 
offended Thee, | - 
Now 
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Now I know that thou loveſt me, ſee- 
ing thor haſt not with-held thy Son, thine 
only Son from me. By his Merits and 
bloody Sacrifice, I hope to be received 
into the Fellowſhip of his Sufferings 
here, and into the Communion of his 
Glory hereafter. 


B£#-/4 what manner of Love is this, 
that God ſhould undergo the Suſpi- 
tions, the Cenſures, the Contempts, the 
Scorns, the Derifions, the Deſpite, the 
Deteſtation of vile Man ! ſaffer himſelf 
to be dealt with as a wretched Slave, a 
vile Miſcreant ! that we might be ex- 
empted, not only from the Torment, 
but the Ignominy we had merited ! 
That together with our Life, our Safety, 
our Liberty, we might recover that Ho-, 
nour we had forfeited and imbezeled ! 
Be made a Curſe for us, that we might 
be redeemed from the Curſe of the 
Law, be freed-from the exemplary Pus 
niſhment dueto our Tranſgreſſion of it! 
How ftupendious 1s that Goodneſs 2: 
What Obligation doth it lay upon us? 
that he ſhould lay down his Life, - 
ort 
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forth his Blood ; ſhould be aſperſed with | 
the worſt Crimes, cloathed with the 
fouleſt Shame; ſhould be executed on a | 
Croſs, as a curſed Malefacor, for #s who 
were Enemies to him, not commendable 
for any Goodneſs in us, but Traiterous 
Rebels againſt him ! who deſerved no- / 
thing from him, who acted ſo much 
againſt him! when he faw ſo plainly, 
and felt ſo throughly the horrible Blind- 
neſs, the Folly, the Infidelity, the Im. 
becility, the Ingratitude, the Incorrigt- 
bility, the ſtrange Perverſeneſs, the per- 
fidious Malice and Cruelty of Mankind ; 
all theſe ſurrounding, invading, diſcharg- 
ing themſelves upon him 3 what Imag1- 
nation can deviſe any Expreſſion of 
Love, Kindneſs and Friendſhip like this? 
That he ſhould leave the higheſt Happi- 
neſs, lay aſide the Majeſty and Felicity 
of God, for the Infamies, and Dotors of 
a Croſs : expoſe himſelf to the greateſt : 
Hazards, endure the foreſt Pains ; and 
moſt diſgraceful Ignominies, proſtitute 
his Life, and in moſt hideous manner 
loſe it for #4, that he might reſcue us 
from 
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from the greateſt Miſery, and inſtate "M 
and purchafe for us Heaven and Glory. 


Qs this lively Repreſentation es 


me fo freſh a remembrance of the 


Love and Merit of my Redeemer's Pa(- 
fion, I cloſe with him as the only foun- 


dation of all my Hope, as the compleat 
Satisfaction for all my Sins. O! that 
may no more depretiate the Worth, _ or 
diſparage the Efficacy of his Sufferings, 
by diſparing of Mercy, or diſputing of 
his Love. How can I doubt of thy Power 
to ſave me, who haſt born the Sins of 
the whole World ? or queſtion 'thy Wil- 
lingneſs, who of thine own accord cal- 
leſt all unto thee? or ſuſpect thy Qhycerity 
who art Truth it ſelf, and alwaySM ear-. 
neſt with poor Sinners? my Guilt makes 
me ready to fly from thee, but, thy 
melting Voice, thy compaſſionate Na# 


. ture, the matchleſs Inſtances of thy Love, 


encourage me to come to thee. 


M 
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What higher Kindneſs could God 
expreſs? What lower Condeſcer- 
tion could he vouchſafe > By what 
Pledg could he more: clearly, .more 
ſurely teſtify his willingneſs and delight 
todo us good, than by thus ordering 


bis own Son, dear to him as himſelf, to. 


| undergo ſuch Miſeries for us ? Such a 
"Puniſhment hath been inflicted on him 


to explate our Sins, which might content 


the moſt rigorous ſeverity. Such a *Price 


laid down to redeem us from the Curſe, 


as is abundantly ſufficient to diſcharge 
it, Such a Sacrifice offered, which God 
hath avowed for moſt available and ac- 
ceptalſſe to him. Who # he that con- 
denmeth, ſeeing it is Chriſt that died 8 


| E How low was our Fall, when nv- 

thing leſs raiſed us than ſuch a de- 
ptefſion of God's only Son ? How great 
that Impotency, which needed ſuch a 
Succour to relieve it 2 How abominable 
mult Sin be, which was not expiated 
without ſo coſtly a Sacrifice ? how de- 
plorable that Miſery, which was not 
removed 


wo. 


LAS 


»4 —Y a-- 6-2 = 2.44 a te 4 "Ire 
G_ , 


"FW 
Me 
"IEA 


removed. without Commutation of {© 
ſtrange a. Suffering? How deſperate our 
Condition, which brought down from 
Heaven the Almighty Phyſician to cure 
us, by ſo coſtly a Medicine as his own 
Blood:? How. forlorn our Eſtate, which 
extorted from the moſt gracious'God, a 
Diſpleaſure needing fuch- a Reconcilia- 
tion? Andimpoſed on the moſt glorious 
Son of God, a neceſlity to undergo ſuch 
a Puniſhment in our behalf? Surely, had 
our Guilt been ſlight, had our Caſe been 
tolerable, had our Recovery-been eaſie, 
the Divine Wiſdom would have choſe a 
cheaper, leſs precious. Remedy. The 
Lord of Glory would not have ſo emp- 
tied, and abaſed himſelf, made himſelfof 
-no Reputation, endured ſuch Pains and 
Ignominies, been ſo dealt with- for our 
fake, to,reſcue and ranſom us' from a 
Jia Execution. 


T1 His is, the Sacrifice, the Righte- 
. onſmeſs in which . I truſt, and by 

whichT am juſtified, and ſaved from . 
4 Curſe, of thy violated .Law: : As thou 
4 haſtaccepted it, O Father, for the World 
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upon the Croſs, behold it ſtill, on the 
behalf of Sinners 3 and hear his Blood 
that cries unto thee for Mercy, to the 
miſerable ; and for his ſake pardon us, 
and accept us as thy reconciled Chil- 
dren. | 

This was my doing : It was I, and 
ſuch other Sinners, that deſerved to bear 
the Puniſhment, who were guilty of the 
Sir. And can a Murtherer of Chriſt,be a 
ſmall Ooffender ? (hall I ever havea dull, 
a lifeleſs Apprehenſion of thy Love, or a 
favourable thought of Sin more? O that 
I may ſufficiently deteſt, and never more 
commit thoſe Offences, that delivered 
my Redeemer to death, that pierced my 
Saviour's Hands and fide, that crowned 
his Head with Thorns, and filled his 
Soul with Grief. Did bring ſuch Tor- 
tures, Diſgraces, Infamy' npon my Bleſ- 


. ed Redeemer in our room, mn Heu'of the 


Confuſion due unto: us. 


Thou, who in thine Anger reven- 
gedſt our Sis upon thy Sor, in 


thy Mercy correct and deſtroy them alſo 


in we. And beſtow upon me ſuch a mea- 
ſure 
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| ſure of thy Spirit, through which he \? 
offered himſelf without ſpot unto thee; {| 
as may.fan&ify for ever the Body and: 
So! which now I offer up unto thee, 
anc tclp me to diſcharge the Service I 
promiſe unto thce. Let not fo excel- 
lent a Price be paid in-vain as to my 
Soul 3. ſo glorious an offering want its: 


due Effets upon me. 


C3 Lord Jefus, who haſt or- 
F dained this Myſtery for a Com- 
 munion of thy Body, for a means of 
Advancement and Proficiency in Holi- 
neſs, and for an infailible Pledg of eter- 
nal Salvation, which thou haſ purcha- 
ſed by thy Sufferings, and prepareſt thy 
People for, by thy Grace 3 make this 
Ordinance of a true Sign, an effedual 
zreans of the ſame, that it may be effica- 
cious to ſettle me in the Communion of 
| thy Sufferings, which it ſheweth forth ; 
to feed me with that living Bread which 
it preſents ; and to ſanify me for that 
eternal Happineſs which it promiſes and 
ſecures, 


M 3 Take 


(244) 


E Tuke the Cup from the FAmiſter, 
_—o from Chrift, faying to you. 


This; is my Blood of the New Te- 


ſtament, which is ſhed for thee, 


- for the Remiſſion of th hy Sins. ] y 


The depth of FY "TIM both of 
the Wiſdom and Knowledg, of © 


God ! How unſearchable is his Good- © 
neſs, and his Love ht finding out! 
How haſtthou ſurpafs2 alll En Ap- 


Prenenitons ? What a matchleſs Gift is 


this, and unto-what unworthy Sinners ? 
Will God ſtoop ſo low to Man 2?- And 
come ſo near him ?: And: thus reconcile 
his provoking Enemy ?. Will he freely 
pardon all I have done? and take me in- 
to his Family, and Love ?- and feed me 
with the Fleſh and Blood of his Son ? 
Such a guilty Soul might expeCt the de- 


3 {troying Angel 5 that thou wouldſt have 


charged upon me all my Sin and Folly. 


But while [ condemned my 1clf,, Thou 
haſt 


E 


| 
3 


Ti 


| 
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haſt juſtified me, and given me the Seal * 
of my Pardon, in the Blood of thy gra- 
cxous Covenant 3 and ſurprized me with: 
the ſureſt Tokens and Pledges, the 
{weeteſt Embracements of thy Love. 


The unmerited, the diſtinguiſh- 

ing Goodneſs of the great and ho- 

ly God of Heaven and Earth, in making: 
me a reaſonable Creature, his Servant,. 
his Son ; in providing ſo plentifully for 
my Body, and my Soul ; temporal and 
ſpiritual Bread to eat, and Rayment to- 
put on! In giving me an Heart in any 
meaſure to diſcharge my Duty unto: 
thee, whilſt others are neglecting thee, 
or expreſſing their Enmity againſt thee. 
Innumerable are thy Creatures, that 
cannot take notice of thy Benefits. Yea 
how great a part of Mazkind, made at 
firſt after thine Image, live and die 1n 
Darkneſs, and periſh for want of Viſion ? 
That cannot, or will not enjoy theſe 
happy Opportunities ? are unavoidably 
kept from them, or wilfully, finfully fe- 
arate, and «<xclude themſelves 2 how 
few of thoſe that draw near to thee, ſin» 
M 4. cerely 
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FF” cerely wait upon thee, faithfully ſerve. 


thee, are graciouſly accepted by thee. 
With what an unvaluable Price haſt thou 
redeemed a worthleſs Sinner, that d&- 
ſerved thy everlaſting Vengeance? with 
how precious a Feaſt entertaineſt Thou 
ze, that deſerves to be (caſt out with 
the workers of Iniquity into the ever- 
flaming Pit; in that I have been fo care- 
leſs of ferving Thee, ſo wilfully offen- 
ded thee, ſo often preferred things diſ- 
pleaſing unto thee, before thee; and 
provoked thee to call back thy Good- 
neſs and Mercy from me 2? 


Ow dearly haſt thou purchaſed my 
Love? How ſtrangely haſt thou 
deſerved and fought it > O, what ſhall 
Hay unto thee > or doorſuffer for thee ? 
which way ſhall I expreſs my Gratitude 
towards thee? O, what an Addition an 
anſwerable Heart would be to thy Love, 
and Mercy, and Invitation ? Make, Q 
make ſuch deep and laſting Impreſſions 
upon my Soul of thy Care and Kindneſs, 
and Condeſcention towards me, that I 
may always afiCtionately NE 
thee 


oy 
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thee, faithfully ſerve thee, never offend * 
thee, eternally enjoy thee. : 


\ That I could love thee as much as 
I ſhould, as I would, as I ſhall love 

thee, when I ſhall do nothing elſe but 
praiſe thee, and ſerve thee, and love 
tl e2, without: ever offending: thee, or 
doubting of thy Love. unto- me. In. 
the mean time, O,. that' it may be the 
delight of my Soul to think of thee, 
and thy loving Kindneſs; to reverence 
and worſhip thee, to pray unto thee, . 
and praiſe thee; to wait: upon thee in 
thine Ordinances, at thy Table, to be. 
ordered and guided by thee... 


F Offer up unto thee, my Soul and Bo+- 
. dy, all Iam: and ''have,..to be ruled! 
and diſpoſed of 'by 'thee.. O that I'may. 
be.full of Zeal 'to follow thee, and re-- 
Joyce in being loved of thee, and hum-- 
bly confide in thee, and abſolutely re-- 
ſign my ſelf unto thee, and be filed with: 
conſtant Devotion 'towards thee, and: 
carneſlt breathings after thee. 


F 
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O Father of everlaſting Compaſlion, 
" forſake not in this Wilderneſs, a 
feeble [/rae/ite, whom thou haſt brought 
thus far-out of Egypt <. and let not the 
Soxl thou haſt bleſled with ſome Deſires, 
and helped thus far with ſome Tendency 
towards eternal Happineſs, ever faint or- 
fall from the right way.. Let not mine 
Infirmities.deprive me of the benefit and 
comfort of this Ordinance, of the hap- 
py Effects. of. my Redeemer's Paſſion, 
Pardon and Peace, Grace and Relief; 
Courage and Strength, Support and Pro- 
tection in the whole courſe of zy Life, 
and eternal Happindſs in that which 15-. 
to Come, 
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- Son of God; and Life of thoſe that- 

' believe 3. quench not, -but cheriſh. 
and. inflame the ſmoaking Flax ;. break. 
not, but ſupport and ſtrengthen the 
bruiſed Reed. Feed: with thy Divine: 
Influences this tender Branch, this. weak. 
Member.of thine, which without thee. 
cannot but wither, cannct but die, can- 
not but-periſh, Deſpiſe not the ſlender 
begin- 
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beginnings of Grace in me, but carry 16 
on with Power, until thou haſt made 
me meet for the Inheritance of the Saints - 
in Life. 


a) Bleſſed Spirit of all Grace, cleanſe 

YZ me from all my Sins; keep, and 
ſet forward in me, notwithſtanding. all * 
_ my Infirmities, thine own Work, and 
carry it on unto. Perfe&tion. . Seal 'up ». 
unto me the Covenant of Pardon; which : 
1s ſealed and delivered to me in this Or- - 
dinance.. | 


"111 our Hearts ( moſt gracious God) : 

: With Love and Kindneſs towards 
| one.another ; . Let there:be no Strife or - 
Differences between 44, .or.. ay -of : thy. 
People, for we are: Brethren. Supply all : 
the-Neceſlities of our Souls and Bodies : : 
| provide for. us, as thou knowelt beſt : 
for us. Let us be ſti}l fully ſatisfied, and | 
delighted, under all thy. Diſpenſations -. 
towards us; and let all be. in Love and . 
Mercy unto us... Mortifie all our inor-- 
dinate AﬀeCtions - and . Defires : Dravz. 
thine. Image more and.more 1lvely upon:: 
Our © 
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conſiſt in- ſerving and pleaſing of thee. 
Let nothing: diſturb, or diſpleaſe us, but 
thy Diſhonour. 

Send thy Goſpel. where it is not: 
preached; makeit very ſucceſsful whese- 
it 1s-:. Let all who enjoy it, walk. worthy. 
of it, and let them. be taken care of, pre- 
ſerved, and defended'by. thee. 

| Forgive unto us,. whatever thou haſt: 
ſeen amiſs 1n us: what 1s ozre, graciouf- 
ly. pardon. what is thine-own, graciouſly 
accept, Bleſs this-Ordinance thou. haſt 
ordained for thy Church 3 accompany: 
7t, with- the Influences of that Spirit, 
which thou haſt-promiſed to pour upon: 
all Fleſh; that thereby. the World, thy. 
Church; our: Souls, and:Bodies-may glo-- 


rify thee, now and* ever, Father, Son: 


and Holy Ghoſt, Amen. 
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eA Thanksgiving, and 
Prayer at Home, after 
the Sacrament. 
Adore, and magnify thee (moſt gra- 


. cious God, and merciful Father ) for 
what thou art in thy ſelf, and unto all: 


thy Creatures ; for thy infinite Wiſdow, 


Power, and Goodneſs; and. for any diſco- 
veries of the ſame in; and'by, thy Word,, 
and' Works -. that thou: lHaſt:ſo wonder- 


- fully ade, (o- plentifully provided for- 


every Creature ; eſpecially. Max, their- 
Lord; thy Image and'Glory. But how. 
can; we ſuffictently admire thy inex+» 
preſiible Condeſcentionand Love, inta- 

king-notice of #4 (except to-puniſh ww). 
in becoming ſo nigh unto #5, when we 

lay in our-Blood, and had made our 
ſelves-worſe than the Beaſts that periſh 2- 
And:doſt thou open thine Eye upon ſach 

an one? andbringeſt meinto Fellowſhip- 
with thee? Is-it gleaſing'to thee to look! 
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E@upon abominable, filthy Man ? or gain 
= unto thee, to ſerve me? to give thy ſelf 


to, and for me ?. to purchaſe fuck a clod 
of Earth and Sin, with thy own Blood ? 
O, when I conſider the Kock whence I. 
was hewen. 4ndG i4! on which thou haſt 
ſet me ; from what 1 was fallen, and to 
what thou hat? cxaited me; where I had 
been, and wher< I ſhall bez-I am ama- 
zed at thy Love, I am confounded at. 
my Ingratitude ! What ſball return un-- 


to thee (that humbleſt thy ſelf to be-. 


hold the things that are in Heaven, and 
Earth) for the innumerable Inſtances of 
thy peculiar Care, and ſpecial Love. 
for chuſing me out of the World, that I: 
might not be condemned with 7 3 for- 
making a Child of Wrath, the Object 
of thy Love ; for opering to mea door of 
Mercy, whilſt I was f{hutting it. againſt : 


my felf; thinking- towards me Thoughts 


of Peace, whilſt mine were only evil, 
and Enmity 2gainfſt thee 3 for ſo many. 
occalions and opportunies of praiſing - 
thee, and that 1 have not finned away 

all, into an Incapacity. of praiſing thee; 
for {triling a Conugal Covenant with | 
me, . 


the Sacrament. 5; 
me, whoſe Perſon is Uglineſs and Det on - : 


mity, whoſe Parentage baſe and beg- 


garly, whoſe Portion nothing. but Diſ- 
eaſes and Milery ; for feeding me this day 
with thy Word and Sacrament, with 
thy own Fleſh and Blood; who mighteſt 
long ago have ſhook off the hand of thy 
Providence ſuch a Viper as I am into Fire 
unquenchable,. and made me there ſad- 
_ Iy experience what it is to abuſe Grace. 
by the loſs: of Glory 3. for any Heart, en- 
deayours, or Aſſiſtance, .any figns of thy 
Acceptance, any lvelineſs of AfﬀeCtion- 
 1n commemorating. the all-ſutticient Sacri- 

fice of my ever-prevatling: Mediator, in 

ſtead cf being. made a- Sacrifice to thy: 
Juſtice for ever and. ever : that I have 
been pledging thee in a Cup of Love, 
while others drink the Dregs of thy 

Wrath. in any meaſure. diſcharging my 

Duty, whilſt others are ſuffering the in-- 
ſupportable Puniſhment of their Neg- 

lects : that thou haſt aſſured me of For-- 
giveneſs, and all other Benefits purcha- 

ſed by thy Paſſion, while ſo many Mil-- 
lions are ſealed up under Wrath, in the 


Priſon of thy Fury :. Not unto me (O* {3 


Lord.) 
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EF" Eord) not unto rne; but unto thy Name | 
” bethe Praiſe. O my God, to theſe and 


all thy Mercies, deny not this, a thank- 


ful Heart for all thy Mercies; and Grace |} 


to: make them Incentives to more chear- 
fal, and ſincere Obedience. Mind me 
always of, and enable me faithfully to 
perform, the Fows and Promſes now 
upon me; confirm ard itrcnthen. 1hers, 
that fhey may f{taud as fait. as thy ever- 
laſting Covenant. Let me not falſify 
with. thee, or depart from-thee,. or de- 
file that place thou haſt: choſen: for thy 
Temple ; but dedicate it wholly to thee. 
Let the Fruit of the Ordinance be found: 
to the praiſe of 'thy Grace, the Support 
and Encouragement, Comfort and* Ad- 
vantage of my own Soul. Let me al- 
ways remember thee, and my Duty un- 
to thee : let nothing ſeparate me from. 


the Love of thee ; let: me rather die, 


than deny or diſhonour thee. Make me 


ſenſible how much- my Saviour loyet . 
me, by his ardent deſire to be an Offer-- 


ing for me, and remembred by me. Let 
me not ſpare my darling Sins for thy ſake, 
who ſparedit.not.tiry.. beloved: Son: for. 


MINE 
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mine. Let me always look upon that © 


ſolemn Ordinance, this Day's Iniquity 


celebrating bis Lowe, and *Paſſuon, may 
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the Sacrament. 


with Horror and Hatred, which procu- 
red to him fo much Ignominy and Tor- 
ment. Let not thoſe Luſts pleaſe and 
delight my Fancy, which were Nails 
and Thorns in his Hands and Side. See- 
ing I now profeſs to abide in him, en- 
able me to walk cven 4s he walked, in Low- 
lineſs and Humility, Meekneſs and Pa- 
tience, Contempt of the World, Hea- 
venlineſs, and Zeal for thy Glory 3 
Temperance and Moderation, Tender- 
neſs and Compaſhon, Love and Chari- 
ty, Innocency and Ulſetulnels,-Qiaagl = 
ence, Refignation and Submiſhion"to* "1 
thee. Meaſure not my Services by the 1 4 
exaCtneſs of my Performances, but Sin- 
cerity of my Deſires. Charge n0t wpors 
z1e, my Unpreparednefs for, Unaffett- 
ednefs, Wanderings, Unbelief, at tha# 
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of my holy things, but pox our great 
high Prieſs, who offered up himfelt to 
bear our Sins. | 

And, O, that we who-have now been 


with all thy People /ove one __—_ as 
1 


56 4 Thanksgiving, &c. 


®” be hath /oved 7 ; have Strength to re- 
| fiſt, and overcome 5 conſtancy to ſuffer, 
and perſevere; may breath earneſtly . 
after thee,, be pardoned and accepted, 
{upplied, owned, bleſſed by thee, keep | 
cloſe unto thee, and reign with thee to 
all eternity, through our ever bleſled - - 
Kedeemer, who was delivered for our 
Offences, and raiſed again for our Juſti- +. | 
ficationz in whoſe holy Name and + 
Words I further pray unto thee, ſaying, 


Our Father, &c. 
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